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tnoft  humble  ackiiov/ledgmentfi, 
and  at  the  fame  time  avail  myfelf 
of  your  Grace’s  permifTion,  to  pre- 
fent  a tranflation  of  Monf.  V ail- 
la nt’s  Travels.  Confcious  that 
if,  on  infpecHon,  he  fhould  be 
found  faulty  in  other  refpecls,  his 
fondnefs  for  • fcience,  and  love  of 
liiimanity,  wdll  fufficiently  recom- 
mend him  to  your  Grace,  irr 
whom  thofe  charadfers  fo  confpi- 
cuoufiy  unite. 

1 am  well  aware,  that  your 
Grace's  judgment  will  difeover 
manv  imnertcclions  : an  idea  that 
would  give  me  pain,  were  I not 

t 

adured,  that  your  Grace's  good- 

nefs 
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nefs  is  even  fuperior  to  your  high 
rank. 

Shoiild  Monf.  Vaillant  fucceed 
in  amufing  an  hour  of  your  Grace’s 
leifure,  I fhall  deem  the  time  paffed 
in  the  tranflation  amongfl:  the  mofl: 
fortunate  of  my  life. 

I am,  my  Lord, 

With  the  utmoft  refpeâ:, 

Your  G race’s 
Obliged,  humble,  and 
Mofl:  obedient  Servant, 
ELIZABETH  HELME. 

LonJçn,  April  xlth^ 

' »790. 
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PREFACE 

BY  THE 

rRANSLAf  O Ri 

> 

AS  there  is  a prefatory  matter  prefixed 
to  the  Work  of  Monf.  Vaillant,' 
I fliould  think  it  unnecefiary  to  preface 
the  Tranflation^  did  I not  conceive  it  right 
to  offer  a few  words  of  apology  for  a li- 
berty I thought  myfelf  obliged  to  take,  in 

fome  places,  with  the  Author  3 I mçan,- 
curtailing  a few  repetitions. 

I have  done  this  thé  more  willihgly,' 

* 

from  an  alTurance  that  nothing  has  been 
expunged  that  could  be  either  an  aid  to 
Science,  inform  the  Naturalift,  or  even 
gratify  a laudible  curiofity. 

a Î have 


1 


( ) 

I have  likewife  foftened  (if  I may  he 
allowed  the  expreffion)  a few  paflages  that 
pofiibly  might  be  accounted  mere  effuhons 
of  fancy  and  vivacity  in  a Fiench  author, 
but  which  would  ill  accord  with  the  deli- 
cacy of  a female  tranflator,  or  indeed  with 
the  temper  and  genius  of  Englidi  readers, 
with  whom  Monf.  Vaillant,  notwith- 
llanding,  bids  fair  to  become  a great  favo- 
rite, as  he  unites  a daring  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  with  another  truly  Britifh  Charac- 
teriftic,  namely  Humanity. 

\ 

As  works  of  this  kind  are  ufually  divided 
into  chapters,  I thought  it  would  be  moft 
agreeable  and  convenient  to  the  reader  to 
adopt  the  ufual  mode  ; the  titles,  there- 
fore, of  each  chapter,  fliould  be  coniidered 
as  the  Tranflator  fpeaking  of  the  Author 
or  his  journey. 


PREFACE, 

B Y 

MONSIEUR  VAILLANT. 


t * * 

HAT  part  bf  Guiana,  üiïder  the  Go- 


vernment of  the  Dutch  Weft-India 
Company,  is  perhaps  the  lead;  known  to 
naturalifts,  though  it  is  without  difpute 
(of  all  South  America)  the  fpot  that  offers 
the  greated  variety  of  curious  produblions* 
Placed  under  the  burning  climate  of  the 
torrid  zone,  five  degrees  North  of  the  linCj 
this  region,  yet  enveloped  in  the  mid  of 
time,  conceals  (if  I may  fo  exprefs  it)  the 
focus  where  nature  forces  her  exceptions 
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to  general  rules.  It  has  to  an  extent  of 
an  hundred  leagues  of  Coah,  a depth 
almoft  unlimited.  Here  die  river  of  Su- 
rinam rolls  its  majeftic  courfe.  On  the 
left  Ihore,  three  leagues  from  the  fea, 
Hands  Paramaribo,  the  capital  of  this  vaft 
Colony,  which  is  my  native  country,  the 
cradle  of  my  infancy.  Educated  by  in- 
ftru(Hed  parents,  who  laboured  to  procure 
themfelves  the  interefling  and  precious 
objedts  that  enrich  this  region,  I had  con- 
tinually under  my  eyes  their  acquifitions, 
and  enjoyed  at  eafe  the  contemplation  of 
a valuable  cabinet,  of  which  I ihall  here- 
after have  occafion  to  fpeak. 

In  my  moft  early  youth,  my  parents, 
who  could  not  live  without  me,  (though 
often  undertaking  tedious  journeys  to  the 
fartheft  part  of  the  colony)  took  me  with 
them  : Thus  then  my  firll  Heps  were  in 
the  defert,  and  I was  almoH  born  a favage. 
Whenreafon  (which  ever  exceeds  age  in  hot 

climates) 
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dimates)  began  to  dawn,  my  indinations 
were  prefently  developed,  and  my  parents 
aided  to  their  utmoft  thefe  firft  indications 
of  curiofity.  Under  fuch  good  precep- 
tors I daily  enjoyed  freili  pUafuresj  they 
held  didertations  fuited  to  the  level  of  my 
comprehenfion,  on  objedls  • they  had  pro- 
cured, or  hoped  to  procure  ; a confulion  of 
ideas  at  firfl;  perplexed  me,  which  were  by 
little  and  little  reduced  to  order  ; thus  na- 
ture, to  whom  all  my  ftudies  pointed, 

deigned  to  be  my  firft  inftrudior, 

% 

Soon  a defire  of  imitation,  the  favorite 
paflion  of  infancy,  gave  impetuofity,  I 
might  fay  impatience  to  my  amuferaents  ; 
flattered  by  felf-love,  I imagined  I likewife 
ought  to  have  a cabinet  of  Natural  Hif- 
tory,  and  without  lofs  of  time  declared 
war  againfl:  Caterpillars,  Butterflies,  Sca- 
rabées (a  fpecies  of  Beetles)  and  in  a word,' 
all  forts  of  infedls, 

a 3 
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When  we  labour,  even  on  our  own  ac- 
count, ’tis  pofTible,  by  contrad;ed  means, 
with  fmall  fkill  and  application,  to  make 
little  progrefs  ; but  I think  thofe  gene- 
rally fucceed  who  have  negledled  neither 
time,  care,  or  trouble  ; thofe  difpofitions 
being  almoft  certain  to  infure  fuccefs. 
Every  day  I faw  my  colledlion  of  infedls 
accumulate,  which  I valued  beyond  mea- 
fure,  as  they  were  all  of  my  own  pro-, 
curing. 

Thus  far  all  was  enjoyment,  I had  not 
yet  felt  the  obftacles  that  prefent  them- 
felves  between  enterprife  and  fuccefs. 

In  one  of  our  excurfions  we  had  killed 
a Monkey,  of  the  kind  called  in  this  coun- 
try Baboon^  it  was  a female,  and  carried  a 
young  one  on  her  back,'  which  was  not 
wounded  ; we  took  them  both  up,  and  on 
oiir  return  to  the  plantation,  the  young 
9119  yet  left  the  back  of  its  mo- 

ther. 
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tlier,  holding  fo  fail  that  I was  obliged  to 
get  the  affillance  of  a negro  to  feparate 
them,  Vv^hich  we  had  no  fooner  alfedled, 
than,  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  a bird,- it  darted 
to  a block,  on  which  was  a wig  of  my 
father’s,  and  clinging  round  it  appeared 
fatisfied  ; I therefore  let  him  continue, 
feeding  him  with  goat’s  milk.  He  re- 
mained in  this  fituation  for  three  weeks 
when  he  abandoned  his  nurfe,  and  became 
by  his  tricks  and  merry  conceits  the  friend 
of  the  family, 

I had  without  fufpicion  placed  the  wolf 
in  the  fheep-fold,  for  one  morning  as  I 
entered  my  apartment,  the  door  of  which 
I had  imprudently  left  open,  I law  my  un- 
worthy pupil  breakfafting  on  my  fuperb 
colledlion  : In  my  firll  tranfports  of  fury 
I could  have  ftrangled  him,  but  rage  foon 
gave  place  to  pity,  when  I faw  how  dread- 
fully he  was  punillied  for  his  gluttony, 
having,  in  cracking  the  Scarabées,  fwal- 

a 4 lowed 


( xvi  ) 

lowed  the  pins  on  which  they  were  ftuck. 
His  torments  made  me  forget  his  fault, 
and  I only  thought  of  giving  him  fuccour, 
but  my  tears  and  all  the  art  of  the  flaves 
could  not  fave  him  from  death.  This  ac- 
cident threw  me  confiderably  back,  but 
did  not  entirely  difcourage.  I fought  new 
difeoveries,  and  not  content  with  one  trea- 
fure,  wifhed  to  re- unite  feveral.  Bv  a na- 
tural  progreffion  I now  thought  of  birds, 
the  flaves  did  not  procure  them  to  my 
liking,  I therefore  arm.ed  myfelf  with  a 
Sarbacane,  (a  tube  to  flioot  with)  and  an 
Indian  bow,  which  in  fome  time  I ufed 
with  great  flcill,  laying  wait  for  whole 
days,  it  was  now  my  former  tafle  become 
a paflion,  that  difturbed  even  my  hours 
of  refl:,  and  which  time  daily  flrengthened. 

Some  friends  have  accufed  me  of  cold- 
jiefs  and  infenflbility  ; a greater  number 
have  found  the  travels  I have  undertaken 
rafli,  but  I readily  forgive  the  firft,  and 

have 
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have  nothing  to  fay  for  the  latter.  Yet  if 
they  deign  to  glance  an  eye  on  the  firft 
purfuits  of  ' my  infancy,  this  appearance  of 
originality  will  occahon  lefs  furprife,  when 
they  find  my  education  at  once  the  caufe 
and  the  excufe. 

Some  time  after  my  parents,  who  had 
fixed  their  departure  for  Europe,  anxious 
to  be  re-united  to  their  relatives,  having 
fettled  their  affairs,  embarked,  attended  by 
me,  on  board  the  Catharina  ; on  the  4th 
of  April,  1763,  we  weighed  anchor  and 
failed  for  Holland.  In  the  joy  of  my  heart 
I partook  of  all  the  pleafure  and  projedls 
of  my  parents,  during  the  voyage,  a curi- 
ofity  natural  to  my  age,  added  to  my  tranf- 
ports  j but  this  agitation,  or  rather  deii- 
Eum,  did  not  render  me  infenfible  of  re- 
gret, I could  not  fo  foon  become  ungrate- 
ful, my  eyes  were  often  cafe  back  to  the 
country  where  I received  my  being,  to  the 
Aores  which  gradually  leflened  to  my 

fight. 
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fight,  and  as  I approached  the  frozen 
climates  of  the  North,  a profound  melan- 
choly  overwhelmed  me,  preyed  upon  my 
foul  and  diffipated  the  promifed  enjoy- 
ments of  the  future.  After  a dangerous 
voyage  we  call;  anchor  in  the  Texel,  at 
nine  or  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth  of  July  following. 

Arrived  in  Europe,  all  I beheld  was 
new  to  me;  I fhewed  fo  much  impatience, 
fatiguing  every  one  with  quefHons,  all  ap- 
peared fo  extraordinary,  that  I,  myfelf, 
was  an  objed:  of  aftonifhment  to  all  that 
ftirrounded  me  ; notwithflianding,  my  im- 
portunity did  not  always  give  the  laugh 
againfi:  me,  for  I paid  amply,  in  keen  re- 
marks on  America,  the  information  I gain- 
ed of  Europe. 

After  fome  flay  in  Holland,  we  wpnt  to 
a city  in  France,  where  my  father  was 
born  ; I was  now  in  the  bofom  of  my 

family. 
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family»  and  my  inclinations  had  full  fcope 
for  gratification,  in  the  cabinet  of  Monf. 
de  Becoeur  ; who,  for  the  Ornithology  of 
Europe,  had  the  heft  and  mofi:  numerous 
colled:ion  I have  ever  feen. 

At  Surinam  I had  a manner  of  fkiiining 
birds  which  anfwered  well  enough,  but 
fpoke  little  to  the  imagination,  and  yet 
lefs  to  the  fight  ; I knew  no  method 
then  of  preferving  the  Ikins,  but  placing 
them  in  large  books  : Here  a new  idea 

prefented  ; as  well  as  preferving,  I could 
make  them  retain  their  natural  forms. — 
I determined  to  ftudy  this  art  particularly, 
and  became  a keen  fportfman. 

During  a flay  of  two  years  in  Ger- 
many, and  feven  in  Lorraine  and  Alface, 
I made  prodigious  havock  among  the 
birds.  I was  alfo  willing  to  be  acquainted 
•with  their  manners,  and  the  diflindiion  of 
their  various  fpecies  ; and  have  often  pafTed 

wholç 
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whole  weeks  in  watching,  to  procure  my- 
felf  a pair. 

Thus  then,  in  the  fpace  of  eight  or 
nine  years,  by  care,  trouble,  and  number- 
lefs  attempts,  I at  length  arrived  at  the 
art,  not  only  of  preferving  thefe  frail  de- 
licate creatures  in  their  natural  forms,  but 
in  that  pure  uninjured  ftate,  which  con- 
ftitutes  the  merit  of  my  collection. 

From  long  living  among  them,  in  fields, 
woods,  and  their  mofi:  concealed  retreats, 
I learned  to  diftinguifli  the  fexes  in  the 
moft  invariable  manner,  which  though  I 
do  not  conlider  as  a very  eminent  merit, 
is  the  appendage  of  but  a fmall  number  of 
Ornithologifts.  How  often  does  it  happen, 
that  we  fee  in  very  fine,  and  otherwife  cu- 
rious cabinets,  forced  divorces,  and  mon- 
itrous  and  unnatural  alliances  ; in  another 
place  are  clalied,  as  male  and  female,  two 
oeatures  who  were  never  formed  to  meet; 

and 
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and  a little  further,  a male  and  female,  of 

I - 

the  fame  fpecies,  are  announced  as  different 
kinds.  I gathered  more  and  more  in- 
formation in  this  part  of  Natural  Hiftory, 
which  was  far  from  contenting  me  j I 
whhed  to  ad;  on  a larger  fcale,  when  oc- 
cafion  feemed  to  call,  and  bid  me  defer  it 
no  longer. 

In  the  Courant  of  1777,  a favourable 
circumftance  conduded  me  to  Paris  ; like 
all  other  ftrangers  that  arrive,  for  the  fird 
time,  in  that  capital,  I carried  my  tribute 
of  admiration  to  the  (Cabinet  of  the  learned 
and  curious.  I was  dazzled  and  enchant- 
ed with  the  beauty,  variety  of  forms,  rich- 
nefs  of  colours,  and  the  prodigious  quan- 
tity of  every  fpecies,  which,  by  forced 
contribution,  came  from  all  quarters  of 
the  world,  and  are  claf'ed,  methodically, 
in  a fpace,  unhappily,  ever  too  limited. 


During 
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During  three  years  refidence,  I law  and 
fludied  all  the  important  cabinets  at  this 
place  ; thefe  fuperb  fights  made  me  dif- 
fatisfied,  and  left  a void  in  my  heart.  I 
faw  this  mafs  of  foreign  fpoil,  but  as  a 
general  dépolit,  where  the  different  beings 
were  ranged  without  tafte  or  choice  ; giving 
no  information  to  fcience,  and  without 
any  certain  indication  of  their  manners 
or  affedlions.  It  was  the  ftudy  which  in  my 
earliefl:  youth  had  molf  interefted  me  ; ’tis 
true,  I knew  feveral  works  on  Natural 
Hiftory,  but  thefe  were  filled  with  paD 
pable  contradictions.  I had  read,  with 
avidity,  the  immortal  mafter-piece,  con- 
fecrated  to  pofierity  by  a great  genius  ; I 
daily  offered  incenfe  at  his  flirine  ; but  his 
magic  eloquence  did  not  feduce  me  far 
enough  to  admire  the  flights  of  his  ima-» 
gination  ; nor  can  I pardon  in  the  philo-» 
fopher  the  exaggerations  of  the  poet- 
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Above  all,  I thought  particularly,  that 
thole  parts  of  the  globe  which  were  unex- 
plored, might  give  new  information,  and 
revftify  the  former  errors  ; looking  on  that 
man  as  lupremely  happy,  who  fhould  have 
the  courage  to  trace  them  to  their  fource. 
The  interior  parts  of  Africa  appeared, 

for  that  purpofe,  a Peru. It  was  a 

virgin  land. 

Ingroffed  with  thefe  ideas,  I perfuaded 
myfelf,  that  the  ardour  of  zeal  might  fup- 
ply  genius.  Enthuhafm  whifpered,  I was 
the  being  for  whom  this  privilege  was 
referved  ; I liftened  to  the  plealing  fcduc- 
tion,  from  which  moment  became  de- 
voted ; neither  the  ties  of  love  or  friend- 

Ihip  were  able  to  fhake  my  purpofe. 1 

communicated  my  projedls  to  no  one; 
but  inexorable  and  blind  to  every  obftacle, 
left  Paris  the  17th  of  July,  1780. 
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CHAP.  I. 


THE  AUTHOR  LEAVES  FRANCE VISITS 

A.’^ISTERDAM EMBARKS  FOR  THE  CAPE  OF 

GOOD-HOPE — ACCOUNT  OF  AN  ENGAGEMENT 
AT  SEA — ARRIVES  AT  THE  CAPE., 


Y M PAT  IE  NT  to  realize  my  prqjeft, 
I vifited  Holland,  furveyed  the  prin- 
cipal cities  of  that  famous  republic,  and 
their  curiofities  ; Amfterdam  contained 
treafures  which  even  furpafl'ed  my  idea. 
I was  received  with  great  kindnefs  by  the 
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learned  men  of  that  city,  and  permitted  to 
infpefl  their  cabinets  ; that  which  I moft 
admired  belonged  to  Minheer  Temminck, 
treafurer  to  the-India  Company.  Among 
his  elegant  colleflion,  I noticed  many 
things  which  I had  never  feen  in  France, 
and  in  the  rinefl  prefervaiion.  Kis  fuperb 
aviary  particularly,  prefented  to  the  view, 
art  and  nature  in  combination  to  triumph 
over  the  climate.  , Here  the  eye  was  en- 
chanted widi  admiration  to  behold,  living, 
the  mod  beautiful  and  rare  birds,  which 
by  the  cares  bellowed  on  them  build, 
breed  and  thrive  as  in  their  native  coun- 
try. This  fight  redoubled  my  former  ar- 
dour, and  determined  me  more  than  ever 
to  conquer  all  obllacles  and  dangers  that 
might  obflrufl  my  favorite  defign.  M. 
Temminck  honored  me  with  dillingüifhed 
friendfliip,  it  was  particularly  in  his  power 
to  favor  my  intentions,  thefe  I had  com- 
municated to  him,  and  he  fo  much  ap- 
proved of  them,  that  by  his  unwearied 

atten- 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


3 


attention  and  kindnefs,  I obtained  leave  to 
go  to  the  Cape  in  a fliip  belonging  to  the 
company. 

From  my  truly  refpefted  friend,  I alfo 
received  warm  and  generous  recommen- 
dations, without  which  (as  will  be  feen 
hereafter)  I mull  have  been  cruelly  em- 
barralfed. 

Having  procured  necelfaries  for  fo  long 
a voyage,  and  likewile  what  would  be 
ufeful  in  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  I 
took  leave  of  my  friends  and  Europe,  and 
was  by  a Shallop  conveyed  on  board  the 
Held  Woltemaade,  the  Texcl, 

bound  to  Ceylon,  and  allb  to  touch  at  tli€ 

Cape.  The  Captain  was  called  S 

V . The  wind  proving  contrary 

for  our  leaving  the  Texel,  created  a delay 
of  eight  days  ; during  which  time  I learned* 
that  our  fhip  was  fo  named  by  the  India 
Company,  in  memory  of  a glorious  aflion 

B 2 per- 
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performed  by  an  inhabitant  of  the  Cape, 
named  Woltemaadc,  who  during  a dread- 
ful ftorm,  with  only  the  affiflance  of  his 
horfe,  laved  the  lives  of  fourteen  failors 
that  were  fliip wrecked  in  Table  Bay  ; but 
was  at  length  the  vi61im  of  his  own  gene- 
rous efforts,  himfelf*  and  horfe  in  the  lafl 
attempt  perifliing  from  fatigue  and  weari- 
nefs,  together  with  the  prelTure  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  unfortunate  crew,  wlio 
were  fearful  of  his  retuiY»  to  fave  them 
before  the  veffel  went  to  pieces.  Of  this . 
melancholy  cataflrophe,  there  is  a parti- 
cular defcription  in  Dr.  Sparman’s  Voyage 
to  the  Cape. 

The  wind  changing,  weighed  anchor 
on  the  19th  December,  1780,  at  eleven  in 
the  morning,  being  the  day  before  the  de  - 
claration of  war  between  Enc^land  and 
Holland  ; had  it  happened  twenty-four 
hours  fooner,  we  had  not  been  permitted 
to  depart  ; how  unfortunate  fliould  I then 

have 
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have  been,  ' all  my  plans  broken,  all  my 
hopes  void. 

Tempelluous  weather,  and  a thick  fog, 
enabled  us  to  pafs  the  Channel  witliout 
being  perceived  by  the  Englilli  ; having 
gained  the  open  fea,  we  failed  with  the 
greateft  fecurity,  fearlefs  of  danger,  be- 
caufe  unknowing  that  the  fury  of  war 
raged.  We  continued  following  our  con- 
fort, the  Mercury,  with  whom  we  failed 
from  the  Texel,  and  under  whofe  com- 
mand we  were,  without  any  remarkable 
occurrence  for  fome  time,  but  we  were 
foon  to  experience  a change. 

As  I had  forefeen  that  in  a voyage  of 
four,  or  perhaps  fix  months,  I might  ex- 
peft  fome  heavy  time,  I provided  myfelf 
with  a few  books  ; among  thofe  on  na- 
tural hiftory  and  voyages,  was  one  by 
La  Caille,  which  at  firft  much  amufed 
me,  but  one  day  meeting  with  a paf- 
fage  Anti-Philanthropic,  and  full  of  fa- 
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natifin,  1 threw  away  my  book,  and  deter- 
mined to  read  no  further  ; this  is  the  paf- 
fage  : “ The  cuflom  of  chafing  fugitive 

“ negroes  like  brute  beafls,  has  nothing 
“ in  it  that  (hould  fhock  European  fenli- 
“ bilitv  ; for  the  moment  men  who  fhould 
“ be  Lifeful  members  of  the  community, 
“ from  a fpirit  of  libertinifm  and  cupidity, 
become  the  pefts  of  fociety  ; they  de- 
“ grade  themfelves  below  beafts,  and  de- 
ferve  the  moft  rigorous  chaftifement.” 
But  afterwards  reflefting  on  the  humane, 
kind  and  tolerant  chara6ler  which  is  fo 
univerfally  bellowed  on  this  learned  writer, 
I retook  my  book,  and  found  the  follow- 
ing refleftions.  “ But  prejudice  apart, 
fhould  we  prefer  him  who  cultivates 
the  arts,  and  invents  exceptions  con- 
“ trary  to  the  rules  and  laws  of  nature  ; 
“ or  he  who  content  with  the  mod  fim- 
“ pic,  yet  ufeful  necelfaries,  follows  the 
“ maxims  of  dri6l and fcrupulous  equity?” 
I now  recollefled  that  learning  and  fcience 

had 
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]iad  been  the  ruin  of  LAbbe  de  la  Caille^ 
before  he  had  finifhed  his  journal,  and  de- 
plored the  ignorance  of  the  editor  in  fuf- 
' fering  a paragraph  to  appear  which  could 
never,  in  any  manner,  have  efcaped  the 
pen  of  a prieft,  a philofopher,  and  a 
learned  writer. 

On  the  firft  of  February,  1781,  being 
three  degrees  North  of  the  line,  at  break 
of  day,  we  defcried  a fail  in  the  horizon. 
It  was  a dead  calm,  and  the  Mercury  al- 
moft  out  of  fight.  About  nine,  we  could 
diftinguifh  by  the  aid  of  our  glaffes  a fmall 
velfel;  which  fome  thought  French,  others 
Englifh,  each  forming  different  conje6lures, 
reafoning  in  his  own  peculiar  ftile,  and 
waiting  for  more  certain  information.  We 
percei^^ed  fome  hours  after,  that  it  'was 
towed  by  two  fhallops,  and  advanced  fafl 
towards  us  by  the  aid  of  oars  : we  now 
concluded  it  was  a Ihip  in  diffrefs  coming 
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to  entreat  our  afTiftance,  and  therefore  let 
it  advance  without  any  hdftile  prepara- 
tion.. At  thre'e  in  the  afternoon  being 
within  half  gun  (hot,  we  hoifted  our  co- 
lours, and  fired  a gun  with  powder  only  : 
we  were  much  fnrprifcd  to  receive  in  re- 
turn a ball  in  our  flern,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a broadfide  ; the  privateer,  at 
the  fame  time,  hoiffing  Englifh  colours. 

It  would  be  a vain  attempt  to  paint  the 
aflonifhment  and  ftupefaffion  that  our 
whole  crew  were  thrown  into  by  this  un- 
forefeen  adventure  ; there  was  not  in  our  fliip 
a fingle  man  who  had  ever  feen  an  a6Hon  ; 
the  Captain  and  his  officers  had  been  ufed 
to  voyage  peaceably,  confequently  they 
had  never  commanded  on  a like  occafion  : 
thus  attacked,  fo  unexpectedly,  without 
time  for  preparation,  or  even  to  barricade 
the  ffiip,  horror  and  coriffernation  was 
painted  on  the  features  of  our  men  ; the 

officers 
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officers  bawling,  the  foldiers  all  raw  re- 
cruits, that  perhaps  had  never  fired  à gun  ; 

- in  flior't,  no  one  anfwering,  or  tinderffiand- 
ing  a command.  At  feven  we  had  not 
primed  a gun;  the  privateer  continued 
to  cannonade,  and  threatened  to  fink  us  if 
we  delayed  ftriking  ; our  Captain  almoft 
convulfed  with  fear,  exclaimed,  it  was  not 
in  his  power  to  furrender  without  leave 
from  the  Captain  of  the  Mercury,  who 
was  his  Commodore  ; indeed  the  poor  fel- 
low’s head  was  abfolutely  turned. 

At  length,  as  if  by  miracle,  the  wind 
frefhened,  and  the  Mercury  drew  near 
enough  to  hail  our  Captain,  and  demand 
why  he  had  not  fired  ? his  anfwer  was,  he 
waited  for  orders,  that  it  was'  ever  the 
commander  who  gave  the  lignai  to  en- 
gage* A laughable  excufe  this  in  the 
mouth  of  a failor,  attacked  bv  a frnall  vef- 
fel  with  only  fixteen  eight  pounders,  while 
he  had  thirty-two  of  heavier  metal,  be- 
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fides  pattererocs,  three  hundred  men,  and 
j)lenty  of  ammunition.  The  Mercury  en- 
gaging the  enemy,  we  likewife  followed 
her  example,  nowithftanding  fhe  was  be- 
tween us  and  the  Englifli  velfel,  no  mat- 
ter ! we  now  fired  away — the  confufion 
was  favorable  to  our  people,  who  tried  to 
emulate  each  other — in  drunkennefs,  run- 
ning backward  and  forward  without 
knowing  where,  fome  reeling  and  hol- 
lowing, others  crying  or  fwearing,  the  reft 
hiding  themfelves,  even  the  chaplain  (no 
doubt  to  infpire  himfelf  with  courage) 
was  guilty  of  the  fame  excefs  ; I faw  him, 
with  a lanthorn  in  his  hand,  going  down 
to  the  powder  room  (which  contained 
twenty-five  thoufand  weight  of  powder, 
deftined  for  Ceylon)  and  return,  bringing 
without  the  leaft  precaution,  powder  for 
cartridges  ; for,  as  I before  obferved,  there 
had  not  been  the  leaft  preparation  made 
previous  to  the  engagement,  although  we 
had  fo  much  warning. 


We 
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We  were  abandoned  by  the  enemy  about 
eleven  at  night,  and  though  they  were  foon> 
at  a diftance,  we  ftill  kept  firing. — What 
a glorious  moment  for  cowards  ! — who 
now  walked  the  deck  with  firm  ftep,  talk- 
ing loud,  and  daring  their  opponents,  long . 
fince  out  of  hearing.  Notwithfianding  this, 
fear  was  ftill  predominant,  no  one  daring 
to  go  to  bed  ; like  the  reft,  I pafled  the 
night  in  the  open  air,  ftretched  on  a fack, 
amidft  a range  of  guns,  every  moment 
awaked  by  the  vigilance  of  our  watch,  in 
whofe  affrighted  ears,  the  Engiilh  cannon 
ftill  founded. 

To  give  fome  idea  of  the  diforder  that 
reigned  during  our  late  aflion,  it  may  be 
only  neceflary  to  add,  that  on  an  exami- 
nation of  the  guns  the  day  following,  fome 
were  found  filled  to  the  mouth,  contain- 
ing even  three  charges  of  powder  thrown 
on  each  other,  and  as  many  balls  ; feveral 
guns  were  charged  firft  with  bullets  ; in 
z'  fine, 
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line,  had  it  not  been  for  the  Mercury,  we 
liad  infallibly  been  taken  ; fortunately  we 
were  quit  for  a horrid  fright  only,  for 
certainly  nothing  but  fear  coiild  occafion 
fuch  confternation  among  our  officers,  as 
to  caufe  them  to  bear  the  cannonading  of 
the  enemy  for  four  hours,  without  daring 
to  rifli  a fingle  lire.  The  Englilh  certainly 
thought  we  had  no  cannon,  or  that  thofe 
they  could  not  help  obferving  were  made 
of  wood  ; for  the  leaft  refillance  on  our 
part,  mull  have  made  them  give  up  the 
conteft,  and  retire  falter  then  they  camei 

I cannot  Enifli  this  pifture  (truly  wor- 
thy the  fportive  pencil  of  Calot)  without 
mentioning  a trait,  that  even  at  the  time  I 
write,  forces  me  to  fmile  ; having  no  com- 
mand in  the  fliip,  confequently  no  orders 
to  give  or  receive  during  the  fight  ; in  the 
way  to  my  cabin,  I perceived  the  guardian 
of  the  company’s  papers  faithfully  feated 
by  the  myfferious  box,  ready  to  throw  it 

into 
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into  the  fea  on  the  lead  appearance  of 
imminent  danger.  This  man  at  lead  kept 
his  pod,  but  duty  did  not  fix  him  there, 
drongly  as  terror,  which  had  almod  maf- 
tered  every  other  fenfation.  Vaillant!” 
exclaimed  he,  “ Vaillant  ! it  is  all  over  with 

us,  alas  my  friend  we  are  undone,  we 
‘‘  are  lod.”  I ufed  my  utmod  efforts  to 
encourage  and  engage  him,  at  lead  not  to 
appear  fo  vifibly  alarmed  ; when,  lo  ! at 
this  moment,  a ball  rudied  through  the 
cabin  with  a horrid  cradi,  with  a groan 
equally  terrific,  dov/n  dropt  my  man, 
without  fenfe  or  motion  ; at  fird  I really 
thought  him  dead,  but  after  à fiiort  time 
he  rofe  from  the  ground,  weeping  and 
fobbing.  This  forrowful  feene  was  too 
much  for  me,  and  I vras  obliged  to  quit 
the  cabin  to  hide  tlie  laughter  I could 
not  fupprefs. 

How  ridiculous  mud  this  daPcardly  con- 
duft  appear  in  men,  whofe  fituation,  age 

and 
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and  experience,  fhould  rather  render  them 
examples  of  honour  and  brayery  ; more 
efpecially  when  we  reflect  that  a little  , 
exertion  would  have  difli-pated  all  dan- 
ger, and  reduced  to  nothing  fo  wc^fk  an 
enemy  : their  behaviour  as  men  feemed  to 
me  hill  more  pitiful,  on  reflefting  that 
even  boys,  on  fimilar  occalions  (though 
fcarcely  able  to  hold  a cable)  have  given 
frequent  inftances  of  zeal,  courage  and  in- 
trepidity ; nay,  what  was  yet  more  dif- 
gulling,  though  at  the  fame  time  fome- 
what  diverting,  the  day  after  they  feemed 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the  Englilh  y 
, (hip  mufthave  funk  in  confequence  of  their 
terrible  cannonade  ; and  the  compliments 
the  officers  paid  each  other  on  the  fcore 
of  courage,  were  truly  laughable.  As  I 
was  well  convinced  the  Engliffi  had  not 
received  a fingle  fiiot  of  ours,  I could  not 
help  joking  them,  and  communicated  my 
thoughts  on  this  bufmefs  to  the  firll  pilot. 
Van  Groenon,  whom  I had  obferved  to  be- 
have 
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jiave  as  daftardly  as  the  befl  during  the 

aftion,  and  who  now  gave  himfelf  as  many 

airs  ot  courage  and  prowefs.  The  com- 

/ 

mon  failors  laughed  in  their  fleeves,  it  w'as 
not  loft  on  Van  Groenon^.\^\\Oy  however, 
put  as  good  a face  as  poflible  on  the  mat- 
ter, and  contented  himfelf  with  his  own 
approbation;  and  that  of  his  brother  brag- 
garts ; to  crown  the  work  our  Dr.  Engel- 
breght,  who  during  the  a61ion  had  hid 
himfelf  in  the  bottom  of  the  hold,  was 
ordered  to  draw  up  an  account  of  this 
glorious  engagement.  I took  the  liberty 
to  rally  the  writer,  as  I had  done  the  reft  ; 

I did  not  fear  his  revenge,  as  I had  the 
happinefs'  to  enjoy  a good  ftate  of  health. 
As  for  the  pilot,  he  revenged  himfelf  for 
my  jefts,  by  making  the  voyage  as  difagree- 
able  as  he  could,  but  this  I little  regarded, 
as  it  was  not  to  be  of  long  duration  ; for 
exclufive  of  the  ' pnijjant  fea  fight,  our 
voyage  was  fortunate,  the  wind  continu- 
ing fo  favorable,  that  in  three  months  and 

ten 
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ten  days  from  our  departure,  we  dif- 
covered  the  mountains  at  the  Cape,  and 
the  weather  being  elear  and  fine,  I took 
a fketch  of  the  fhore  and  road  as  they 
firll  prefented  therafelves  to  my  view. 
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CHAP.  II 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  CAPE,  AND  ITS  INHABI- 
TANTS, WITH  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE^  SOUTH- 
EAST WIND  THERE,  8cc. 


E anchored  the  fame  day  in  Table 


Bay  ; foon  after  which  Le  Capi- 
taine de  Pert  Minheer  Staring  came  on 
board  ; he  informed  us  of  the  declaration 
of  war,  which  news  had  been  brought  them 
by  a French  frigate.  The  next  day  I 
landed,  being  impatient  to  pay  my  re- 
fpe6ls  to  thofe  to  whom  my  letters  recom- 
mended me.  I was  received  with  diflin- 
VOL  I.  e guilhed 
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guifhed  politenefs  ; M.  Boers,  FiTcal,  and 
M.  Hacker,  treated  me  with  every  mark 
of  friendfhip  and  efteem  ; I felt  that  I did 
not  owe  this  to  fuperficia!  ceremony  and 
complimentary  grimace,' which  is  too  com- 
monly made  ufe  of  inftead  of  the  open 
and  generous  pleafure  of  ferving  our  fel- 
low creatures,  and  in  reality,  is  only  a 
perfidious  art,  the  more  fecurely  to 
deceive  a credulous  ftranger.  They  of- 
fered me  all  the  fervices  that  my  recom- 
mendations, or  their  difiinguiflied  rank 
could  procure  ; I trufted  to  their  honor, 
they  were  Hollanders,  and  fcorned  to  de- 
ceive me. 

I was  impatient  to  explore  this  new 
country,  whither  I feemed  tranfported  as 
in  a dream,  every  thing  to  my  idea  wore 
a pleafing  afpe6l,  and  my  eyes  already 
wandered  over  the  vafi.  defert,  which  I 
was  about  to  explore.  * 


The 
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The  town  of  the  Cape  is  fituated  on  the 
declivity  of  the  Table  and  Lyon  moun- 
tains, which  form  a natural  amphitheatre 
that  reaches  to  the  fea  ; the  flreets  though 
wide  are  not  commodious,  being  ill  paved  ; 
the  houfes,  almofi;  all  built  uniform,  are 
fpacious  and  handfome,  the  tops  covered 
with  reed,  as  heavier  roofs  might  occa- 
fion  accidents  during  the  high  winds.  The 
infide  contains  no  frivolous  luxuries  ; the 
furniture  is  limple,  yet  neat  and  handfome  ; 
they  ufe  no  hangings  ; pi6lures,  and  look- 
ing glaflës  are  the  principal  ornaments. 

On  entering  the  town  by  the  way  of  the 
Caille,  the  eye  is  prefented  with  a num- 
ber of  elegant  buildings.  On  one  fide  the 
whole  length  of  the  gardens  belonging  to 
the  Company.  On  the  other,  the  fountains, 
whofe  waters  defeend  from  Table-Moun- 
tain by  a channel,  which  may  be  feen 
from  the  town,  and  every  part  of  the 
road.  This  water  is  excellent,  and  abun- 
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danlly  fupplies  tlie  inhabitants,  as  well 
as  the  vefFels  that  touch  at  tlie  Cape. 

irr  general  the  men  appeared  well  made, 
the  women  charming  ; I was  furprized  to 
fee  the  flile  in  which  they  drefled,  with 
all  the  minutenefs  and  elegance  of  the 
French  ladies  ; but  they  have  neither  their 
air  or  grace.  As  it  is  ever  the  flaves  who 
fuckle  the  children,  a familiarity  cnfues 
that  is  highly  prejudicial  to  their  future 
manners  and  education  ; the  latter,  in 
men,  feems  in  general  hill  more  rreglefted, 
if  we  except  thole  who  are  fent  to  Europe 
for  that  purpofe,  there  being  no  mailers  at 
the  Cape,  but  thofe  who  teach  writing. 

The  women  in  general  play  on  the 
l arpfichord  ; they  likewife  love  finging, 
and  are  dillra6ledly  fond  of  dancing,  lb 
that  a week  leldoin  palfes  without  their 
having  feveral  balls  ; the  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  Ihips  in  the  Road,  frequently 
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procure  them  this  amufement.  At  my  ar- 
rival, the  governor  had  a cuflom  of  giving 
a public  ball  once  a month,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  diflinftion  in  the  town  .followed  his 
iexample. 

In  a colony  where  fo  many  ftrangers 
are  continually  arriving,  I was  aflonifhed 
■to  find  neither  coffee-houfe  nor  tavern  ; but 
the  truth  is,  every  private  houfe  anfwers 
thatpurpofe.  The -ufual  price  for  hoardand 
lodging  is  a piafire  a day,  (four  and  fix- 
pence  Englifii)  which  is  fufficiently  dear, 
if  we  confider  the  fcarcity  of  money  in 
4;his  country.  While  I was  there  butchers 
meat  -was  very  cheap  ; I have  feen  thir- 
teen pounds  ©f  mutton  bought  for  an 
efcaiin  ; (eleven-pence  EnglHh)  an  ox  for 
12  or  15  rix  dollars  ; (at  fix  fliillings  and 
nine-pence  Englifli,  the  rix  dollar)  ten 
quarters  of  corn  for  14  or  15  Rix-dollars, 
and  other  things  in  proportion.  It  is  true 
,tliat  during  the  war,  everv  thing  was 
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raifed  to  an  extraordinary  price,  and  to- 
word  the  end  of  it,  they  gave  45  Rix-dol- 
lars  for  a fack  of  miferable  potatoes  ; not- 
withftanding  this  enormous  rife,  tlie  ufual 
price  of  board  was  not  advanced.  Fifli 
is  very  plenty  at  the  Cape,  among  thole 
in  greateft  elHmation,  they  diftinguihi  the 
rooman,  a red  fifh  found  in  Falfe  Bay  ; die 
klepvis,  which  is  without  fcales,  and  taken 
among  the  rocks  on  the  fea  fhore  ; the 
Jleenbraafcn,  the Jtompneus,?iX\à  fome  others  ; 
but  I fliould  obferve  that  thefe  excel- 
lent ones  only  make  their  appearance  at 
polite  tables.  Oyllers  are  \^ery  fcarce,  they 
are  only  found  in  Falfe  Bay  ; eels  are  Hill 
fcarcer,  and  I never  faw  any  lobller^. 

One  mull  go  feveral  miles  from  the 
Cape  to  procure  any  game,  thofe  moll 
' common  are  the  Jiecnhock,  the  duyker,  the 

recbock,  the  gryjbock,  and  the  bontebock  ; 
thefe  are  all  dilferent  fpecies  of  Gazells, 
(of  which  I lhall  fpeak  more  fully  in  my 
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defcription  of  the  quadrupeds)  the  hares, 
particularly  that  frnall  kind  which  they 
eall  lievre  de  dune,  or  down  hare,  are 
very  numerous. 

There  are  likewife  feveral  forts  of  par- 
tridges, fome  large,  others  fmall  ; fome 
more  delicious  than  ours,  others  lefs  fo  ; 

> the  quail  and  woodcock  differ  not  from 
thofe  of  Europe.  They  are  only  feen  there 
during  their  paflage. 

Whatever  the  enthuliahs  of  the  Cape 
may  fay,  it  feems  to  me  that  the  European 
fruits  have  much  degenerated  there,  1 faw 
nothing  I thought  delicious  except  the 
grape.  Cherries  are  both  fcarce  and  bad  ; 
pears  and  apples  not  much  better,  and  will 
not  keep  ; to  balance  this,  the  citrons  and 
oranges  (efpecially  the  fort  called  naretyes) 
are  excellent  ; the  figs  delicate  and  whole- 
fome,  but  the  fmall  banana,  (otherwife 
.called  the  pifan)  is  ill  taffed.  Is  it  not  fur- 
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• prifing  that  fo  fine  a country,  under  fo  pure 
a flvy,  (if  we  except  fome  infipid  berries) 
fliould  produce  no  fruits  natives  of  the  foil  ? 
Neither  afparagus  nor  artichoke  grows  at 
the  Cape,  but  all  other  European  vegeta- 
bles feem  naturalized,  and  are  gathered 
all  the  year,  if  the  fouth-eafl  wind  (which 
blows  during  three  months)  does  not  dry 
the  earth  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  render  it 
incapable  of  all  kind  of  culture.  This  wind 
rages  with  fucli*  fury,  that  in  order  to 
preferve  the  plants,  they  are  obliged  to 
make  a fence  of  hornbeam,  round  each 
divifion  of  the  garden.  They  take  the  fame 
care  of  the  young  trees,  but  notwithfland- 
ing  all  their  precaution,  they  never  put  out 
branches  on  the  fide  next  the  wind,  and 
always  incline  in  an  oppofite  direftion, 
which  gives  them  a very  difagreable  ap- 
pearance ; in  general  it  is  very  difficult  to 
rear  them. 
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I have  often  been  witnefs  of  the  ravacres 

o 

made  by  this  wind.  In  the  fpace  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  the  befl  cultivated  gardens  are 
fometimes  laid  wafte  ; it  rages  moh  from 
January  to  April,  about  the  Cape,  and 
much  earlier  up  the  country.  In  the  courfe 
of  my  travels,  my  waggons  were  ievcral 
times  overfet  by  it,  and  I frequently  had 
no  means  to  prevent  this,  but  by  faftening 
them  to  trees.  This  wind  announces  it- 
felf  at  the  Cape  by  a fmall  white  cloud, 
whicli  at  firft  refis  on  the  top  of  Table 
Mountain,  on  that  fide  next  the  Devil 
Mountain,  the  air  foon  begins  to  freflien  ; 
by  degrees  the  cloud  augments,  enlarging 
in  fuch  a manner  that  tlie  whole  fum- 
mit  appears  covered  ; at  this  time  they 
ufually  fay,  the  mountain  has  put  on 
its  pernwigP  it  now  finks  rapidly; 
and  hovering  over  the  town,  feems  to 
threaten  it  with  an  immediate  deluge;  as 
it  approaches  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  it 
j^egins  to  difappear,  to  evaporate  and  re- 
duce 
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cluce  itfelf  to  nothing  ; the  flcy  continues 
uninterruptedly  cahn  and  lerene;  the 
mountain  alone  appears  in  mourning, 
which  flirouds  it  from  the  radiance  of  the 
fun.  , 

I have  often  palTed  the  whole  morning  in 
examining  this  phenomenon  without  being 
able  to  comprehend  the  caufe  ;'but  after  I 
had  frequented  Falfe  Bay,  on  the  other  fide 
ofthe  mountain,  I have  often  taken  pleafure 
in  obfervingthebeginningand  progrefs  of  it. 
The  wind  at  firft  blows  very  feebly,  gently 
driving  before  it  a fort  of  miff  , which  feems 
to  detach  itfelf  from  the  furface  of  the  fea  ; 
this  milf  coîlefts,  and  preffed  together  by 
means  of  the  obflacle  it  finds  in  its  paf- 
lage  on  the  South  fide  of  Table  mountain, 
not  being  able  to  free  itfelf,  heaps  up  by 
degrees,  till  it  is  elevated  to  the  fummit  ; 
it  then  exhibits  to  the  town  that  fmall 
white  cloud  which  announces  the  wind, 
which  in  fa£l,  has  begun  to  blow  fome 
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hours  before  on  the  Tides  of  the  mountain, 
in  the  road,  and  parts  adjacent.  The 
general  duration  of  this  kind  of  dorm  is 
three  days  fuccelhvely,  fometimes  it  con- 
tinues without  intermiffion  much  longer; 
it  often  likewife  ceafes  all  at  once,  the  at- 
mofphere  then  becomes  extremely  fultry  ; 
and,  if  duriug  three  months  (the  time  it 
ufually  prevails)  it  fliould  happen  in  this 
manner  to  have  feveral  hidden  intermif- 
fions,  it  is  a certain  prognoflic  of  a great 
deal  of  fickncfs. 

Though  this  wind  is  not  abfolutely  dan- 
gerous to  (hipping,  inflances  are  not  want- 
ing of  its  ill  effefts  on  feveral  ; and  wdien 
it  becomes  too  impetuous,  it  is  prudent,  in 
order  to  avoid  an  accident,  to  gain  the  open 
fea  ; when  it  does  not  bear  the  mills,  it 
only  blows  in  the  road,  and  is  of  no  con- 
fequence  in  the  town,  for  it  is  only  a vail 
colle6lion  of  thefe  fogs  rufhing  violently 
along  that  occalions  thofe  terrible  hurri- 
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canes  which  they  foinetimes  experience; 
and  which  render  it  almoft  impofiible  to 
walk  in  the  flreeLs  : and  notwithflandinsr 

I cu 

the  exa£i;itude  and  care,  with  which  they 
(hut  their  doors  and  windows,  the  dull  at 
tins  time  penetrates  even  into  their  cup- 
boards and  trunks.  Whatever  inconvenir 
ences  may  accompany  it,  this  wind  is  of 
infinite  fervice  to  the  town,  by  pnirging  k 
-of  thofe  noxious  vapôurs  which  arife  from 
the  filth  .that  is'  naturally  colletled  about 
the  fea  coafl,  .from  what  the  inhabitants 
throw  out,  but  above  all,  from  the  offal 
expofed  by 'the  company’s  butchers,  who 
neither  make  ufe  of  the  heads,  feet,  nor 
entrails  of  the  animals  which  they  kill, 
leaving  them  in  heaps  at  the  doors  of  their 
flaughter  houfes,  wlxei'e  they  corrupt  ami 
impoifon  both  the  air  and  the  inhabitants, 
fomenting  tliofe  epidemical  diflempers 
which  are  but  too  common  at  the  Cape, 
cfpecially  wdicn  the  South  Eafl  wdnd  has 
j^ot  been  very  ^dolent. 
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The  mofl;  cruel  and  dangerous  difeafe 
at  this  place  is  the  lore  throat.  People  of 
the  moll;  robuft  conflitutions  frequently 
fall  viflims  to  this  malady  in  three  or  four 
days.  It  is  a fudden  and  violent  ftroke 
which  gives  no  warning. 

The  finall-pox  is  another  fcourge  to 
thefe  colonies.  This  part  of  the  globe  was 
a ftranger  to  it  till  the  arrival  of  the  Euro- 
peans ; but  fince  it  has  been  under  the 
dominion  of  the  Dutch,  this  difordcr  has 
brought  it  to  the  very  brink  of  deftruftion  ; 
particularly  when  it  fird  made  its  appear- 
ance, it  fwept  off  more  than  two  thirds  of 
the  Colonifls. 

Its  ravages  were  dill  more  dreadful 
among  the  Hottentots  ; it  feemed  as  if  this 
malady  attacked  them  in  preference  to 
others,  and  even  now  they  are  extremely 
fubje6l  to  it. 


At 
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At  prefent  all  veflels  on  their  arrival  in 
the  road,  are  fcrupuloufly  examined  by  the 
lurgeons  belonging  to  the  company,  and 
if  they  difcover  the  lead  veftige  of  this 
diforder,  all  communication  with  the  in- 
habitants is  mod  rigoroudy  forbidden  ; an 
imbargo  is  laid  on  the  cargo,  of  which 
they  will  not  differ  the  fmalled  article  to 
be  landed,  and  they  keep  day  and  night  a 
very  drict  guard  over  them. 

* 

If  it  fhould  be  known  that  a Captain 
had  concealed  this  malady  on  board  his 
diip,  he  and  his  officers  would  be  degraded 
on  the  fpot,  and  condemned  to  pay  a very 
heavy  fine,  if  the  veffel  belonged  to  the 
company. 

I have  faid  his  officers,  becaufe  every 
one  of  them  being  accountable  for  the 
lhare  of  command  he  has  on  board,  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  conceal  the  con- 
tagion without  the  unanimous  confent  of 
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the  whole  crew.  If  a foreign  {liip  fliould 
be  in  thefe  circumftances,  nothing  could 
poffibly  fave  it  from  confifeation. 

The  rainy  feafon  ufually  commences 
about  the  end  of  April.  It  is  more  abun- 
dant and  more  frequent  in  the  town  tlian 
in  its  environs;  the  natural  reafon  of  which 
is,  the  North  wind  at  the  Cape  has  the 
fame  effeft  that  the  South- Weft  has  in 
France  ; it  brings  a great  number  of  clouds 
with  it,  which  as  they 'approach  the  towm, 
are  encountered  and  broken  by  the  Table,  * 
Devil,  and  Lion  mountains.  At  this  time 
it  rains  without  intermiftlon  at  the  Cape, 
though  at  two  leagues  diftance  all  round 
they  enjoy  a clear  flty  and  dry  weather. 

Sometimes  the  rain  fp reads  over  the 
whole  fpace  between  Table  Bay,  and  Falfe 
Bay,  to  the  Eaft  of  that  chain  of  enor- 
mous mountains  which  extend  themfelves 
to  the  very  point  of  Africa,  while  the 

Weftern 
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Weflcm  fide  is  clear  and  without  a 
cloud. 

This  is  a feeble  image  of  what  happens 
on  the  coafts  of  Coromandel  and  Malabar, 
except  that  here  this  fpeftacle  is  more 
wonderful,  becaufe,  being  nearer,  it  is 
more  obvious.  - 

Suppofe  two  friends  were  to  fet  off  froriî 
the  town  at  the  fame  inllant  for  Falfe 
Bay,  he  that  takes  the  Eaft  fide  of  the 
mountain  Ihould  carry  his  paraplue,  while 
he  that  takes  the  Weft  would  have  occafion 
for  his  parafai  : they  arrive  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous^  the  one  fatigued  with  heat, 
and  panting  under  the  burning  ray  ; the 
other  frozen  with  cold,  and  dropping  with 
rain. 

Strangers  are  generally  well  received  at 
tlie  Cape  by  thofe  who  are  in  the  fervice 
of  the  company,  and  by  fome  other  indivi- 
duals. 
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duals,  but  the  Englifh  are  adored  there  ; 
whether  it  is  that  there  is  fome  analogy  in 
the  manners  of  the  two  nations,  or  rather 
that  they  affe6l  a great  portion  of  gene- 
rofityv 

Thus  much  is  certain,  that  the  inhabit 
lants  of  the  Cape  are  eager  to  offer  them 
their  lodgings.  In  lefs  than  eight  days 
every  thing  in  the  houfe  is  Englifh  ; the 
mafter,  miftrefs,  and  children,  intirely 
adopting  the  manners  of  their  inmates.  At 
table  for  inflance,  they  never  fail  to  make 
the  knife  perform  the  ofhce  of  the  fork. 
Of  all  nations  the  French  are  the  leaft 
efteemed  here  ; the  common  people  in  par- 
ticular cannot  endure  them.  This  hatred 
is  carried  to  fuch  a length,  that  I have 
frequently  heard  the  inhabitants  aver,  they 
^ would  rather  have  been  taken  by  the 
Englifh,  than  have  owed  their  fafety  to  the 
French  arms.  At  that  time  I took  thefe 

VOL.  I.  D dif- 
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difcourfes  for  an  exaggeration,and  thought 
theie  people  made  light  of  command,  in 
order  to  lelTen  the  value  of  thofe  fervices 
which  France  had  aélually  rendered  them, 
and  in  the  fame  proportion  the  debt  of 
gratitude  due  on  that  account.  Whatever 
may  have  occafioned  this,  I believe  the 
French  would  have  found  great  reafon  to 
complain  of  this  colony,  had  it  not  been 
for  fome  leading  people,  whofe  prudence 
checked  the  murmurs  of  the  multitude, 
while  their  obliging  and  effential  fervices 
in  every  circumftance  that  could  polTibly 
occur,  balanced  in  fome  meafure  this  un- 
juft and  ungrateful  diflike. 

Thefe  worthy  men  are  not  unknown  to 
the  French  minifter,  who  has  honored  them 
with  two  letters  of  acknowledgment  on  . 
the  part  of  his  fovereign  : and  who  would 
not  render  his  tribute  of  praife  to  the  noble 
and  dilinterefted  condu6l  of  M.  Boers, 
ftfcal,  or  forget  to  cherifli  the  memory  of 
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It  in  his  heart?  for  my  part,  I render 
him  the  moft  pure  and  fincere  homage. 
May  this  truth  that  efcapes  me,  while  it 
pains  his  modefty,  fpread  as  it  ought,  the 
knowledge  and  remembrance  of  his  vir- 
tues ! 


CHAP.  III. 


DEPARTURE  FOR  AND  DESCRIPTION  OF  SAL- 
DANHA  BAY — VISITS  SCHAAPEN  AND  MONKEY 
ISLANDS — THE  CACHALOT  DESCRIBED.  ^ 


^HE  news  of  the  rupture  between 
England^ and  Holland,  which  had 
reached  the  Cape  before  our  arrival,  with 
the  affurances  we  gave  that  the  Englilh 
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were  not  idle,  made  them  entertain  the 
livelieft  apprehenfions  of  a yifit  from  the 
enemy  ; in  confequence  of  which,  the  go- 
vernment judged  it  neceffary  to  make  fome 
preparations,  and  tliat  the  veffels  in  the 
Road,  and  in  Table  Bay,  fltould  immedi- 
ately take  refuge  in  the  bay  of  Saldanha, 
where  they  would  hand  Ibme  chance  of 
efcaping  the  refearches  of  the  Engliih  ; and 
orders  to  this  effe6l  were  difpatched  to 
each  of  the  Captains.  This  event  feemed 
to  favour  the  profecution  of  my  defigns  ; 
accordingly  I propofed  departing  with  the 
fleet.  M.  Vangenep,  who  commanded  the 
Mildclbourg,  had  the  complaifancc  to  offer 
me  a very  agreeable  accommodation  on 
board  his  fliip,  with  every  facility  to  pro- 
fecute  thofe  refearches  which  I had  in  me- 
ditation, wTen  w^e  fliould  arrive  at  the 
bay.  I accepted  his  offers  of  fervice,  wdth 
feelings  of  the  moft  lively  gratitude,  got 
my  eife6ls  on  board,  and  on  the  tenth  of 
May  we  hoifted  fail  in  company  with  four 
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other  veffelsj  and  the  next  day  cafl:  anchor 
at  Saldanha, 

' On  the  entrance  of  this  bay,  on  the 
right  hand  fide,  it  indent  itfelf  in  a 
diagonal  direftion  for  the  fpace  of  feven 
or  eight  leagues  ; on  the  oppofite  fide 
near  the  mouth,  there  is  a fmall  creek  called 
Hoetjis  Bay.  Ten  or  twelve  fail  may  find 
anchorage  in  this  place  on  a good  bottom  : 
it  is  eafy  for  lighter  velfels  to  go  further 
up,  to  a little  ille,  called  Schaapen  IJland, 
where  they  are  hieltered  from  all  winds. 

The  water  here  is  much  inferior  to  that 
at  the  Cape,  but  during  the  monfoons,  it 
changes  its  nature  and  becomes  excellent. 
The  country  people  bring  all  forts  of  pro- 
vifions  to  the  fhips  which  vifit  this  place 
at  a much  lower  price  than  at  the  Cape 
town  ; fo  that  a (hip  failing  from  Europe, 
and  prevented  by  the  South-Eaft  winds 
from  making  Table  Bay  may  gain  that 
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of  Saldanha,  and  be  fure  of  finding  re-f 
frefliments  in  abundance. 

The  Company  maintains  a trifling  poft 
at  this  place,  confifting  of  a few  men  un- 
der the  command  ot  a corporal,  who, 
when  he  perceives  a fUip  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Bay,  fends  an  exprefs  by  land  with 
advice  of  it  to  the  governor  at  the  Cape. 

The  Cachalots  (a  fort  of  whale,  which 
tbe  Dutch  call  noord-kaaper)  are  very  nu- 
merous, and  continually  playing  in  this  bay. 

I have  frequently  (hot  at  them  when  they 
have  raifed  themfelves  above  the  furface 
of  the  water,  but  it  never  feemed  to  have 
the  leafl  effeft  on  them. 

We  found  a prodigious  quantity  of  ^ 
rabbits  on  Schaapen~IJland\  it  became  our 
warren,  and  was  an  excellent  refource  for 
our  crews.  All  forts  of  game  abound  in 
its  emqrons,  efpecially  the  little  gazells 
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called  Steenbock,  with  £ill  thofe  I have  be- 
fore fpecified.  Partridges  and  hares  are 
likewife  met  with  here,  but  the  difficulty 
of  walking  over  this  deep  fandy  coafi:, 
renders  hunting  very  difficult  and  fa- 
tiguing. Panthers  are  very  common,  but 
they  are  not  fo  fierce  as  in  many  other 
parts  of  Africa  ; becaufe  the  game  furnifli- 
ing  them  with  plenty  of  provifion,  they 
are  not  drove  to  extremities  by  hunger. 

Some  days  after  my  arrival,  the  com- 
mander of  the  before-mentioned  poll  in- 
vited me  to  hunt  with  him.  The  next  day 
we  aftually  fet  out.  We  faw  plenty  of 
game,  but  at  fuch  a difiance  that  our  ffiot 
would  not  reach  them.  Towards  evening, 
by  accident,  I got  feperated  from  my 
companion.^ 

Chance  now  feemed  refblved  to  fami-^ 
liarife  me  all  at  once,  with  the  dangers  I 
had  CQme  fo  far  in  fearch^  of.  At  a time 
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when  I had  not  the  lead  idea  of  it,  I ex-, 
perienced  them  rather  abruptly,  and  in  a 
manner  that  might  have  made  the  braved 
tremble. 

The  report  of  my  piece  had  ftartled  a 
young  gazelle  ; I thought  my  dog  was  in 
queft  of  it  ; he  hopped  at  a large  clump 
of  bufliçs,  began  to  bark  violently,  and 
kept  running  perpetually  round  them. 
I made  no  doubt  but  the  gazelle  had 
taken  refuge  there,  and  haded  to  the  fpot 
in  hopes  of  killing  it.  My  prefence  and 
voice  greatly  encouraged  my  dog,  and  I 
expefted  every  moment  to  fee  it  make  its 
appearance;  tired  with  waiting,  I entered 
myfeif  among  the  bufhes,  beating  them 
on  ail  fides  of  me  with  my  fowling  piece, 
in  order  to  facilitate  my  paflage.  It  is  im- 
polTible  to  exprefs  the  horror  and  fur- 
prife  that  froze  me,  when  in  the  centre  of 
the  thicket,  I encountered,  face  to  face, 
jin  enormous  and  furious  panther  ! His 
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manner  the  moment  he  faw  me — his  eyes 
<Tlarino[ — his  neck  extended — his  mouth 
half  open — his  hollow  growling,  which 
leemed  to  announce  my  immediate  de- 
ftru6lion-r-I  already  thought  myfelf  de- 
voured ! 

The  intrepidity  of  my  dog  faved  me  ; 
he  kept  the  animal  at  bay,  who  feemed 
unable  to  decide  between  his  fear  and 
rage.  I retired  foftly  till  I had  gained  the 
edge  of  the  thicket  ; my  faithful  dog  fol- 
lowed my  example,  and  feemed  refolved 
to  perifh  with  his  mafter.  I regained  the 
open  plain,  and  loft  no  time  in  recovering 
the  poll  road,  though  not  without  fre- 
quently looking  behind  me  ; meantime,  I 
heard  at  a diftance,  and  at  intervals,  the 
report  of  a muiket.  I made  no  doubt  but 
it  proceeded  from  my  companion,  who 
was  feeking  me.  It  was  night,  and  I had 
no  inclination’  to  join  him.  It  was  late 
before  he  returned.  His  furprife  equalled 

his 
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his  joy  on  hncling  me  fafe  and  well. 
He  had  fuppofed  from  hearing  the  bark- 
ing of  my  dog,  that  I was  attacked  by 
fome  tyger  or  hyæna,  and  as  I did  not 
anfwcr  his  firing,  concluded  I was  torn  to 
pieces. 

t 

Vv  hen  I related  my  adventure,  it  occa- 
fioned  a great  deal  of  laughter  ; and  from 
his  account  of  what  I fhould  have  done 
in  this  predicament,  I regretted  that  I had 
not  endeavoured  to  kill  the  animal  ; but  I 
was  unacquainted  with  countries  infefled 
with  wild  beads  ; this  was  the  firft  I had 
encountered,  and  I was  totally  ignorant  in 
what  manner  I Ihould  have  dealt  with  it. 
Thus  I employed  my  leifure  hours,  and 
accudomed  myfelf  infenfibly  to  the  greated 
dangers. 

A'Ve  often  rcforted  to  Schaapen-IJland  to 
fnoot  rabbits.  In  one  of  thefe  excurfions, 
(which  till  now  had  proved  extremely 
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pleafant)  we  were  in  the  moft  imminent 
danger  ; on  a fudden  a Cachalot  raifed  it- 
felf  up  fo  near-our  fliallop  as  to  give  us  the 
greateft  apprehenfions  for  our  fafety,  left 
in  falling  it  fliould  overwhelm  us  with  ks 
enormous  weight.  Some  of  the  failors 
leaped  over-board,  but  the  man  at  the 
helm  put  about  fo  opportunely  that  we 
avoided  the  danger.  The  monfter  reared 
itfelf  at  leaft  twelve  feet  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fea,  'and  on  replunging  into 
the  water,  threw  up  fuch  a quantity  as 
wet  us  all  over.  Our  fhallop  received  fo 
violent  a fliock  that  we  were  apprehenfive 
of  its  finking,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
pilot’s  prefence  of  mind,  it  is  certain  that 
pone  of  us  fhould  have  efcaped  death. 

The  Cachalot  is  ordinarily  from  fixty 
to  eighty  leet  long,  fometimes  longer, 
and  it  frequently  raifes  itfelf  half  its  length 
put  of  the  water,  and  when  this  heavy 
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rnafs  falls  again  it  makes  a noife  like  the 
found  of  a cannon. 

One  night  while  we  were  at  fupper,  our 
velfel  had  fo  extraordinary  and  convullive 
a motion,  that,  not  knowing  what  to  think 
of  it,  we  hallily  quitted  the  table  and  ran  to 
the  deck  ; the  alarm  was  general  on  board  ; 
Vangenep  thought  we  had  dragged  our 
anchors,  and  drifted  againft  a rock,  but 
convinced  by  the  lituation  of  the  other 
veïïëls,  that  we  had  not  changed  our 
pofition,  he  immediately  gave  up  that 
idea.  Our  anxiety  redoubled,  and  we 
eagerly  fought  the  caufe  of  this  extraor- 
dinary motion,  when  we  difcovered  a 
Cachalot,  who  at  the  moment  rofc  a-head 
of  us.  He  had  doubtlefs  entangled  his 
tail  (the  hns  of  which  fpread  to  an  ama- 
zing width)  between  our  cables,  which 
happened  to  be  croffed,  and  in  his  furious 
efforts  to  difengage  himfelf  had  violently 
Jhook,  and  yet  continued  to  agitate  the  vel- 
fel, 
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fel.  Our  people  jumped  into  the  (liallops, 
and  got  ready  their  harpoons,  but  unhap- 
pily the  obfcurity  of  the  night  retarded 
thofe  manœuvres  which  were  nccelTary 
for  the  taking  of  it,  and  before  the  Utah 
lops  were  ready  it  difengaged  itfelf  and 
made  its  efcape.  They  were  all  difap- 
pointed,  myfelf  very  much  fo,  and  I con- 
tinued to  regret  it  till  chance  threw 
another  in  my  way,  and  gave  me  an  op- 
portunity of  fatisfying  my  curiofity. 

The  danger  over,  we  replaced  ourfelves 
at  table,  and  as  falfe  alarms  ufually  create 
mirth,  amufed  ourfelves  with  bantering 
each  other,  and  fpeaking  ludicroully  of 
the  different  impreffions  which  fear  had 
made  on  each. 

The  regularity  and  vigilance  with  which 
" the  orders  of  Vangenep  were  given  on  this 
occafion,  was  a certain  indication  that  he 
conceived  our  fituation  to  be  extremely 
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dangerous  ; but  his  fears  were  not  con- 
fpicLious  ; and  it  is  certain  that  courage 
and  coolnefs  often  mafl<;  dangers,  and  en- 
courage the  multitude.  Such  will  ever  be 
the  condu61  of  a good  officer.  Conller- 
nation  foon  fpreads  itfclf,  when  once 
the  men  fee  difmay  painted  on  the  fea- 
tures of  their  Captain.  I could  not  help 
reflefling  on  the  difference  between  this 
feene  and  the  former  one,  on  my  croffmg 
the  line,  when  we  were  fo  ffiamefully 
cannonaded,  as  before  related. 

In  Saldanha  Bay^  there  is  a little  ifle  cal- 
led DaJfen-IJland,  or  (the  ifle  of  monkies) 

I do  not  know  whether  thofe  animals  werd 
*> 

formerly  found  there,  but  I never  faw  any.  of 
them.  By  common  tradition,  I learned  that 
a Daniffi  veffel  being  hindered  by  contrary 
winds  from  entering  the  road  at  the  Cape^ 
had  taken  fhelter  in  this  Bay  ; where,  after 
fome  little  flay  the  Captain  died,  and  was 
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buried  in  this  ifland  by  his  crew,  who  had 
ere£lcd  a monument  over  Iiim. 

Every  time  I w^ent  to  Schaapen  ifland, 
as  we  approached  this  place,  a kind  of 
hollow  found,  which  had  fbmethiag  dread- 
ful in  it,  flruck  my  ear.  I fpake  of  this 
to  the  Captain  ; he  anfwered,  that  if  I had 
the  fmalleft  * inclination  that  way,  *^v'e 
would  pay  it  a vifit,  for  that  he  himfelf 
fhould  like  to  fee  the  Danifli  tomb.  The 
next  morning  he  gave  orders  accordingly, 

and  we  fet  off  on  this  expedition. 

« 

In  proportion,  as  we  approached  this 
place  the  noife  excited  our  curiofity,  the 
more  fo,  as  the  fea  breaking  with  violence 
againft  the  rocks  (which  form  a kind  of 
rampart  round  this  ifland)  feemed  to  re- 
echo the  hollow  buzzing,  tlie  caufe  of 
which  we  could  not  poflibly  divine.  At 
length  we  arrived,  I cannot  fay  we  landed, 
for  the  earth  was  covered  with  water, 

and 
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and  the  furf  was  fo  violent  that  we  W’ere 
every  moment  covered  with  it. 

With  great  difficulty  and  danger  we 
climbed  up  the  rocks  and  gained  the  level 
plain.  Never  did  a more  extraordinary 
fpeftacle  prefent  itfelE  to  mortal  eye  \ 
There  arol'e  from  the  whole  furface  of  the 
ifle,  an  impenetrable  cloud  which  formed, 
at  about  forty  or  fifty  feet  above  our 
heads,  an  immenfe  canopy,  or  rather  fky 
of  birds  of  all  forms,  and  of  all  colours  ; 
cormorants,  fea-gulls,  fwallows,  pelicans, 
all  the  feathered  inhabitants  of  the  air  who 
frequent  this  part  of  Africa,  feemed  af> 
fembled  in  this  place  ; while  all  their  va- 
rious croakings  mingled  together,  and  mo- 
dified according  to  their  different  kinds, 
formed  mufic,  that  I was  every  moment 
obliged  to  flop  my  ears  in  order  to  di- 
minifh  the  din,  and  afford  myfelf  fome  re- 
laxation. 
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The  alarm  was  the  more  general  among 
thefe  innumerable  legions  of  birds,  as  we 
had  principally  to  do  with  females  ; it  was 
precifely  the  feafon  of  their  breeding,  and 
they  had  their  nefts,  their  eggs,  and  young 
ones  to  defend.  They  attacked  us  like 
enraged  harpies,  and  adlually  deafened  us 
with  their  cries.  Sometimes  they  fought 
ôn  full  wing,  even  rufhing  with  violence 
againft  us  ; they  leemed  regardlefs  of  our 
fhot,  and  nothing  was  capable  of  difper- 
fmg  them  ; nor  could  we  make  a hep 
without  crulhing  either  eggs  or  young 
ones  under  our  feet.  The  earth  was  abfo- 
lutely  covered  with  them. 

The  caverns  and  crevices  of  the  rocks 
were  inhabited  by  Pkocafes  and  Mors,  a 
fort  of  fea  calves,  and  fea  lions.  We  killed 
among  others,  one  of  the  latter  fort  of  an 

enormous  fize. 
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The  moll  trifling  fhelter  furniflies  à re- 
treat for  the  manchots,  who  abound  above 
all  others.  This  bird  'which  is  about  two- 
feet  high,  does  not  carry  his  body  like  other 
birds  but  walks  ptupendicularly  on  its 
feet,  with  a laughable  air  of  gravity,  and 
what  renders  its  appearance  hill  more' 
ridiculous,  the  wings,  entirely  devoid'  of 
feathers  hang  negligently  by  their  lides,- 
and  are  of  no  ufe  except  in  fwimming.. 
As  we  advanced  towards  the  middle  of  the 
ifle,'  we  encountered  innumerable  troops- 
of  them  fta Iking  along  ereft.  Thele  crea- 
tures did  not  by  any  means  derange  them- 
felves  on  our  appearance,  but  crowded- 
particularly  about  the  above  mentioned 
monument  in  fuch  manner  as-  feemed  to 
foibid  our  approach;  every  avenue  was 
obllru6led  by  them.  Nature  had'  added 
to  the  fimple  tomb  of  this  poor  Danilli 
Captain,  what  the  imagination  of  the  poet,- 
and  the  chiflcl  of  the  artifl  could  not 
polhbly  have  reached.  The  bch  Iculp- 
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tureci  fcreech  owl  on  our  moft  fuperb  man- 
Toleum  has  not  fo  hideous,  fo  melancholy 
an  afpeft  as  the  manchot  : the  mournful 
notes  of  this  bird,  mingled  witli  the  cries 
of  the  fea  calf,  imprefs  the  mind  with  for- 
row,  and  form  the  heart  to  tendernefs. 
For  fome  time  I fixed  my  eyes  on  this  lafi: 
afylum  of  an  unfortunate  voyager,  and 
offered  the  tribute  of  a figh  to  his  manes. 

monument  raifed  in  hafle  could  offer 
nothing  in  itfelf  worthy  the  remarks  of  a 
curious  traveller  ; it  was  a long  fquare 
about  three  feet  in  height,  compofed  of 
the  broken  pieces  of  rock  which  the 
furroundins^  ifle  afforded.  I wifhed  to  fee 
the  infide  of  it  ; perhaps  it  contained,  with 
the  melancholy  remains  of  the  Captain, 
fome  account  of  his  death,  or  of  his  family. 
Had  I been  alone  I fhould  certainly  have 
explored  it,  but  being  with  Dutch  failors,  I 
did  not  dare  to  make  the  offer  ; they 
fcrupuloufly  refpeft  the  dead,  a»d  would 
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have  looked  on  me  with  horror  and  de- 
tellation  had  I attempted  to  dillurb  this 
peaceful  folitary  tomb.  They  are  fuper- 
ftitious  to  excefs,  and  had  any  accident 
befallen  the  velfel  would  not  have  failed 
placing  it  to  that  account,  I therefore  pru- 
dently concealed  my  defires,  but  refolved 
to  gratify  them  at  fome  future  oppor- 
tunity. 

We  loaded  our  lliallop  with  the  feverai 
forts  of  animals  we  had  caught.  The 
Manchots  were  not  forgotten  ; they  fur- 
nilhed  us  with  a quantity  of  oil  for  our 
lamps;  the  failors  had  picked  up  ci  quan- 
tity of  eggs,  that  ferved  us  for  feverai 
days  ; they  were  delicious,  and  feafonably 
relieved  the  famenefs  of  our  dry  and  com- 
mon fea  provifion  : I fliall  add  to  this  di- 
grelfion  (which  I thought  interehing)  a 
few  words  concerning  the  fea  lyon  and 
calf.  They  are  fpoke  of  by  authors 
differently,  and  their  defcripiions  have  fo 
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daflied  with  each  other,  that  in  the  end, 
the  readers  have  been  compleatly  be- 
wildered ; all  I can  fay  of  the  former 
of  thefe  monfters  is,  that  I could  never 
difcover  thofe  trunks  half  a foot  long, 
which  we  are  perfuaded  to  believe  hang 
to  the  extremity  of  the  upper  jaw  of  the 
males.  For  the  latter,  which  the  Dutch 
have  given  this  name  to,  it  is  the  fame 
that  they  Ihewed  three  or  four  years  ago 
in  the  fiiops  of  the  palais  royale  \ and 
which  they  then  called  a fea  tiger,  at  the 
fame  time  in  another  place,  they  fhewed  one 
of  the  fame  kind  under  a different  name, 
but  all  this  is  nothing  to  what  follows,  fôr 
the  honefl  credulous  Parifians,  who  fifteen 
years  before  would  not  have  gone  a ftep 
to  fee  a camel,  ran  in  crowds  to  view  a 
gangan,  which  was  nothing  more  than  a 
camel  new  baptized  by  a rogue.  Such  ira- 
pofitions  are  more  to  be  condemned  than 
ridiculed  ; they  propagate  ignorance  among 

E 3 in- 


J 


54 


TRAVELS  EN  AFRICA. 


indolent  people  ; the  facrifice  they  make 
of  their  money  to  fatisfy  hmple  curiofity, 
ought  at  lead  to  give  them  fome  inftruc- 
tion.  We  had  hardly  been  three  months 
^ in  the  Bay,  yet  I already  was  acquainted 
with  all  its  environs,  and  had  been  fo  well 
employed  about  my  principal  objeft,  as 
to  be  able  to  collecl  a confiderable  num- 
ber of  curious  birds,  fhells,  infers,  plants, 
and  marine  produftions  ; but  alas  ! an  un- 
fortunate event  foon  deprived  me  of  the 
fruits  of  mv  labour. 

i ^ 1 « . • t 


CHAP. 


N 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


55 


C H A Po  IV. 


TEE  S-HiPS  IM  SALDANHA  BAY  ATTACKED  BY 

% 

A SQUADRON  .UNDER  ^COMMODORE  JOHN- 
STONE— THE  AUTHOR  LOSES  HIS  EFFECTS — 
ASSISTS  IN  KILLING  A PANTHER — RETURNS 
TO  THE  CAPE. 


E received  an  exprefs  by  land 
^ ^ from  the  governor,  which  in- 
formed us  that  Moniieur  de  Suffrcin,  after 
the  affair  of  St.  Jag-o,  was  arrived  at  the 
Cape,  where  he  daily  ex  peeled  to  be 
joined  by  another  French  -fleet;  this 
exprefs  alfo  brought  oiders  for  the 
Held  Woltemaade,  (the  fltip  in  which  I 
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came  from  Europe)  to  depart  imme- 
diately for  Ceylon,  the  place  of  its  de- 

flination.  Poor  Captain  S V 

failed  the  beginning  of  Augufl,  this 
fatal  fhip  had  followed  us  to  SaLdanha 
Bay,  and  it  certainly  was  written  in  the 
book  of  fate  that  it  fhould  not  depart  uii^ 
til  it  had  compleated  my  ruin, 

When  I reflefted  on  our  ridiculous  com-, 
bat  with  the  privateer,  I could  not  but 
tliink  the  Held  Woltemaade  would  be 
taken  as  foon  as  perceived  by  the  Englifli, 
and  fo  it  happened  ; for  hardly  had  it  let 
fail,  before  it  was  taken,  and  manned  by  the 
fquadron  of  Coninriodore  Johnllone  ; this 
caufed  the  misfortune,  the  Englilh  being 
informed  of  our  fituation  by  the  indifcre- 
tion  of  the  crew,  prefented  themfelves  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Bay,  and  hoilled  French 
colours,  we  believed  it  to  be  the  fleet  of 
, our  allies  which  we  daily  expecled,  but 
weve  foon  undeceived  bv  a cutter  a-head 
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of  the  reft,  hoifting  the  Englifh  flag,  and 
firings  broadfide,  which  was  followed  by 
the  reft  of  the  fleet  ; the  force  w’as  too 
great  to  admit  of  a difpute,  we  therefore 
cut  our  cables  and  run  aground,  each 
feeking  his  fafety  in  flight  ; diforder  and 
confufion  inftantly  reigned,  and  the  un- 
fortunate fhips  were  left  to  be  ranfacked 
and  plundered,  every  one  taking  what  he 
could  carry  wdth  him  ; our  Captain  fet 
fire  to  his  fliip,  the  Englifh  reached  the 
reft  time  enough  to  prevent  their  under- 
going the  fame 'fate.  The  fear  of  being 
purfued  and  taken,  made  our  bailors  hafteri 
on  the  road  to  the  Cape  ; they  had  twenty 
leagues  of  fands  to  crofs  before  they 
reached  the  town  ; this  difcouraged  feveral, 
who  were  fo  loaded  that  they  were  obliged 
to  leave  part  of  their  effefls  on  the  way, 
the  different  paths  they  had  taken  were 
ftrewed  with  them.  Unhappily  that  day 
I was  hunting,  the  noife  of  the  cannon 
fcached  me,  I naturally  thought  it  fome 
. • re- 


travels  in  AFRICA. 


5^ 

i'^joicing  aboard  our  fquadron,  and  haden- 
ed  to  enjoy  it;  arriving  on  the  Downs 
what  a fight  prefented  itfelf  to  my  view  Î 
The  Middleburgh  at  that  moment  blew 
up,  covering  the  Tea  and  air  with  flaming 
fragments  ; thus  in  one  inflant  I had  the 
misfortune  to  behold  my  elFefts,  my  pro- 
jecl,  my  colleftion,  and  all  my  hopes 
difperfed  in  air,  ^and  vaniflied  in  fmoke  ! 

All  this  time  the  Englifii  kept  cannona- 
ding the  Downs,  and  capturing  thofe 
whom  covetoufnefs  had  left  in  the  fliips  '; 
of  five  prifoners  that  we  had  on  board, 
four  had  thrown  themfelves  in  the  fea  on 
the  difcovery  of  the  Englifh  flag,  and 
joined  their  countrymen  ; the  fifth  had 
prefered  landing  with  us  ; he  tvas  on  the 
Downs  within  ten  paces  of  me,  I knew 
him,  and  as  well  as  I could  in  his  own 
•language  was  afking  him  a queftion  re- 
fpe6iing  this^  horrid  cataflrophe;  a bullet 
that  took  off  his  head,  prevented  his  an- 
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fwer;  anotlier  from  the  fame  broadfide  did 
as  much  for  a great  dog  that  appeared 
feeking  his  m after,  and  had  drawn  near 
me  feared  and  trembling.  Thefe  two  bul- 
lets made  me  dread  a third,  I therefore 
abandoned  the  fpot  that  moment  and  went 
to  fhelter  inyfelf  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Downs. 

What  was  my  fituation  after  this  terri- 
ble adventure  ! it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  I 
would  go  to  the  Cape,  to  afic  pecuniary 
aftiftance  and  encreafe  the  multitude  of 
unhappy  viftims,  who  had  efcaped  the  fire 
or  bonds  of  the  enemy  ; as  I was  not  par- 
ticularly concerned  in  thisfeene  of  horror, 
I ftiould  have  run  no  rifle,  for  I could  de- 
rive no  benefit  from  it,  without  title,  with- 
out command,  alone,  feparated  from  every 
thing  that  was  dear  to  me  ! Thefe  ideas, 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightening  ftmek  on 
my  mind,  and  gave  a ftiock  to  ray  very 
foul.  Two  thoufand  leagues  from  my 
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wife,  my  children,  and  my  adopted  coun- 
try, without  friends,  without  flielter,  al- 
moil  without  hope  ; my  only  refources 
were  my  gun,  fix  ducats  in  my  pocket, 
and  the  clothes  I had  on.  What  remained 
for  me  ? What  muft  become  of  me  ? tears 
now  bedewed  my  cheeks.  In  this  de- 
plorable fituation,  direfting  my  eyes  to 
the  fhore,  a difturbed  imagination  pre- 
fented  the  conquerors  purfuiiig  the  van- 
quifhed.  Savage  ferocity  for  the  firft  time 
took  pofleffion  of  my  heart,  and  for  a 
moment  I wifhed  that  a fhot  from  the 
enemy  would  by  ending  my  life  fpare  me 

further  miferVt 
¥ 

But  forrow  can  go  but  one  particular 
length,  and  my  firft  gloom  gradually  fub- 
fiding,  refleftion  comfortably  alfured  me 
that  defpair  lliould  never  overbalance 
hope,  whilft  youth  and  vigour  afforded 
the  means  of  exertion.  It  occurred  to  me 
that  a Colonifl  I had  often  feen  in  hunting^ 
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(and  who  lived  about  four  leagues  off) 
would  fuffer  me  to  remain  with  him,  until 
I could  receive  fupplies  from  my  family 
in  Europe  ; I repaired  to  this  man’s  foli- 
tary  dwelling,  and  entreated  his  alfiftance, 
misfortune  had  marked  my  features  with 
diftrefs,  the  humane,  generous  Slaber  re- 
ceived me  with  open  arms,  then  took  me 
by  the  hand,  and  prefented  me  to  his 
family.  From  this  time,  I imitated  the 
indefatigable  fwallow,  whofe  neft  has  been 
cruelly  deftroyed,  like  her  I again  fet  to 
work,  and  began,  though  not  without  bor- 
row, the  foundation  of  another  colIeHion. 
Some  days  after  we  received  news  from 
the  Cape  that  all  the  Captains  (except 
Vangenep)  were  broke,  he  being  the  only 
one  who  had  blown  up  his  fitip,  which 
though  ruin  to  me,  was  a good  acHon  for 
his  country,  as  it  prevented  her  falling 
into  the  enemy’s  hands.  On  leaving  the 
Cape,  they  had  all  received  orders  (if  at- 
tacked beyond  the  power  of  defence)  to 
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fire  their  fhips,  which  previoufly  were 
• be  unrigged,  and  the  ‘cordage,  fails,  &c. 
put  on  board  a Hoeker  (a  veffel  that  drew 
but  little  water)  which  was  to  anchor  fur- 
ther up  the  Bay,  clofe  in  fhore  as  polTible. 
The  latter  part  of  this  order  had  been 
obeyed  on  the  velfel’s  firft  arrival  at 
Saldanha  Bay,  and  had  the  Captain  of  the 
Hoeker  fired  her,  as  he  had  received  orders 
to  do,  it  would  have  greatly  embarraffed 
the  enemy,  who  in  all  probability  muf/ 
have  been  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
leaving  our  fliips  behind  them,  as  they 
. could  not  have  taken  them  away  for  want' 
of  tigging,  or  at  the  worft  they  mull;  I iav'e 
blown  them  up  as  Captain  Vangenep  had 
done  the  Middleburgii.  On  the  E’/iglifli 
cutter’s  approaching  the  Hoeker,  he  r Cap- 
tain landed  with  the  utmoft  precip  itation^ 
and  fo  far  from  firing  his  veffel,  he  had 
not  even  made  the  leafl:  preparation  for 
that  purpofe,  but  infiead  of  it,  by  an  in- 
conceivable fpirit  of  contradi6licm,  not  to 
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fay  madnefs,  fet  on  fire,  and  reduced  to 
afhes,  an  elegant  habitation  at  the  extre- 
mity of  tlie  Bay,  in  a place  where  the 
water  was  fo  fhallow  that  even  fliallops 
could  not  land  ; he  was  afterwards  profe- 
cuted  by  the  proprietor  Le  Sieur  Heufke 
for  damages,  who  expefted  to  recover  the 
whole  amount  of  his  lofs. 


Vangenep  was  the  only  Captain  on  our 
arrival  at  Saldanha  that  had  made  the  ne- 
celfary  'preparation  for  executing  punc- 
tually the  orders  given  at  the  Cape,  in 
confequence  our  velfel  was  flowed  with 
faggots,  and  compleatly  larded  in  every 
part  with  oiled  tow,  pitch,  tar,  and  other 
combuflibles.  The  other  Captains  were 
the  lefs  pardonable,  as  they  had  been  three 
.months  in  the  Bay  without  employ  : for 
we  arrived  the  eleventh  of  May,  and  this: 
affair  happened  the  beginning  of  Augufl,. 
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The  officers  and  failors  running  tu- 
multuoufly  to  the  town,  had  but  too  much 
fpread  the  news  of  our  defeat. 

M.  Boers,  Fifcal,  not  feeing  me  return, 
made  fo  much  enquiry,  that  he  foon  dif- 
covered  the  retreat  I had  chofen  ; in  a few 
days  he  arrived,  how  much  did  I then  re- 
gret my  having  been  divided  from  fo 
kind  a friend.  I gave  him  an  account 
of  the  unhappy  fituation,  to  which  the 
common  misfortune  had  reduced  me,  by 
the  lofs  of  all  I had  pofTeffed  ; I likewife 
informed  him  of  my  refolution  to  (lav 
with  the  honeft  Slaber,  until  I had  received 
news  from  my  family,  and  affiduoully  en- 
deavour in  the  mean  time  to  regain  a 
colleftion  equal  to  my  former,  and  extend 
my  knowledge  in  natural  hillory.  M. 
Boers  heard  me  out  without  the  fmallell 
interruption,  would  it  were  poffible  I 
could  engrave  in  letters  of  ^old  his  tender 
reproaches,  and  preffing  Ibhcitude,  to  go 
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with  him  even  that  minute  ; this  propofal 
was  made  without  haughtinefs,  or  the 
confequential  impatience  that  in  general 
accompanies  the  offers  of  European  pro- 
tedion,  all  was  that  open  franknefs,  which 
ever  judges  of  others  by  itfelf,  and  deems 
the  obliged  worthy  the  benefit.  In  anfwer 
to  my  excufes,  “ Sir,”  faid  he,  “ you  , 
muff  not  forget  you  was  recommended 
to  me,  the  hour  of  your  unhappinefs  is 
the  time  when  I fhould  ftiew  myfelf  wor* 
thy  the  confidence  my  friends  repofe. 

I will  not  deceive  them,  my  houfe,  my 
table,  and  every  alfiffance  in  my  power 
“ is  at  your  fervice  ; take  courage,  make 
anothereffbrt,re-affLimeyour  refcarches, 
and  do  not  let  uncertain  news  from 
“ Europe  prevent  your  travels  ; leave  the 
refources  to  me,  you  fliall  not  refufe. 

1 Yf'iW  have  it  fo.” 

His  generous  offer  was  conveyed  with 
fuch  honeff  warmth,  that  I plainly  per- 
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ceived  a refufal  would  give  him  pain  ; I 
therefore  accepted  it,  and  to  this  worthy 
friend  T owed  the  advantage  to  apply 
myfelf  without  more  delay,  for  the 
defired  journey,  as  well  as  the  coiifider- 
able  expence  that  attended  its  execution  : 
often  do  I read  the  remembrance  of  this 
kindnefs,  it  is  engraven  on  my  heart;  with 
equal  gratitude  I refleft  on  the  favors  I 
, received  from  Mr.  Hacker,  lieutenant  go- 
vernor, while  at  the  Cape.  To  Mr.  Gordon, 
commander  of  the  troops,  my  thanks  are 
likewife  due  for  the  fervices  he  rendered 
me  ; his  curious  obfervations  publiflied  in 
Holland  by  Allaman,  are  much  eftcemed, 
and  I mu  ft  own  that  to  them  I am  greatly 
obliged  for  a number  of  curious  details  of' 
objeHs,  which  perhaps  might  have  efcaped 
me,  had  I not  received  inftruftions  and 
council  before  my  departure,  from  an 
author  who  had  himfelf  vifited  fome  parts 
of  the  country. 


I alked 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


67 


I afked  permifTion  to  pafs  a fortnight  at 
Saldanha,  to  repair  if  poffible  a fmall  part 
of  the  lofs  I had  fuftained,  not  knowing 
whether  I fhould  have  it  in  my  power  to 
return  to  this  unfortunate  fpot. 

At  lead  I wiflied  to  furnifh  myfelf  with 
particulars,  which  I was  almoft  certain  I 

could  not  procure  elfewhere. 

« 

I was  fo  perfectly  acquainted  with  the 
fpot,  that  I may  fay  I had  only  to  reach 
out  my  hand  for  them,  for  before  the  tra- 
gical hiftory  of  our  velfel,  I had  purchafed 
a horfe,  and  hired  a Hottentot,  to  attend 
me,  who  had  led  me  to  the  moft  unfre- 
quented fpots  ; my  hoft  and  his  two  fons 
alfilled,  on  the  lead  fign  they  would  have 
prevented  my  wilhes  ; it  might  have  been 
imagined  they  were  at  my  command  ; 
never  could  I look  at  thefe  honed  people 
without  adonidiment  and  admiration. 
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T}ie  good  Slaber  had  likewife  tlirec 
daughters  of  pleafing  appearance,  and  fine 
forms,  indeed  none  of  the  family  meafured 
lefs  than  fix  feet. 

I employed  in  the  beft  manner  pofiible 
the  fifteen  days,  Î had  with  fo  much 
trouble  obtained  from  my  friends  : fhells, 
plants,  and  hunting,  took  up  all  my  time, 
the  laft  particularly  was  my  favorite  di- 
verfion,  though  it  was  perpetually  ex- 
pofing  me  to  the  greatefi;  dangers,  and  I 
had  gained  a charafter  for  intrepidity  ten 
leao;ues  round. 

O 

One  evening  that  I returned  early,  I 
found  at  our  dwelling  one  of  the  inhabi- 
tants I was  unacquainted  with,  he  had 
been  waiting  for  me,  his  name  was  Sinitj 
he  was  come  to  folicit  our  affifiance  againft 
a tyger,  that  had  for  fome  time  infefled 
his  divifion,  and  carried  away  regularly 
every  night  fome  of  his  cattle  ; his  entreaty 
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gave  me  pleafure,  I accepted  it  with  joy, 
delighted  to  have  a regular  chace  of  that 
animal,  and  determined  to  revenge  myfelf 
cn  this,  for  the  fright  I had  before  re- 
ceived from  his  fellow.  We  fixed  on  the 
next  day,  perfuading  fome  young  men  in 
the  environs  to  accompany  us  ; I remarked 
they  did  not  much  like  the  bufinefs  ; how- 
ever, I contrived  to  fiiame  the  molt  fear- 
ful, and  this  ferved  as  a fpur  to  the  reft. 
We  got  together  all  the  dogs  we  could  find, 
and  provided  ourlelves  with  arms.  Thus 
every  thing  ready  prepared  for  the  afiault, 
we  feparated  until  morning.  I then  went 
to  bed,  but  could  not  clofe  my  eyes  from 
impatience  ; at  break  of  day  I gained  the 
plain  with  my  efcort  [Smit,  and  fome  of 
his  friends)  w’e  were  in  all  eighteen,  about 
the  fiime  number  of  do^s.  Sinit  informed 
us  the  tyger  had  that  night  robbed  him  of 
a fheep.  One  of  my  guns  was  loaded  wfith 
large  pieces  of  lead,  another  wdth  (hot, 
and  a carbine  with  balls,  tw^o  of  which  my 
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Hottentot  carried  as  he  followed  me.  The 
country  was  tolerably  open,  except  here 
and  there  a few  divided  thickets,  which 
we  were  obliged  to  beat  with  great  pre- 
caution. 

After  an  hours  fruitlefs  fcarch  we  found 
the  half  devoured  carcafs  of  the  fheep, 
this  allured  us  the  animal  was  not  far  olf, 
and  could  not  efcape.  Some  few  moments 
after  our  dogs,  who  till  that  time  had  been 
beating  confufedly  about,  prefl'ed  toge- 
ther,  and  rufned  within  two  hundred  paces 
of  us  into  a large  thicket,  barking  and 
howling  as  loud  as  polTible. 

I leaped  from  my  horfe,  gave  him  to 
my  Hottentot,  and  running  to  the  fide  of 
the  thicket,  got  on  a rifing  ground  within 
fifty  paces;  calling  my  eyes  back  I per- 
ceived my  companions  were  alarmed.  How- 
ever, John  Slaber,  (fon  of  my  hod)  came 
up,  faying  he  would  not  abandon  me, 
though  in  danger  of  his  life.  By  the 
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agitation  of  liis  appearance,  and  the  fear 
which  was  marked  on  his  countenance,  I 
judged  the  poor  lad  gave  himfelf  up  for 
loll  I well  knew  that  the  apparent  firm- 
nefs  of  another  would  encourage  him,  and 
indeed,  though  his  terror  was  extreme,  I 
believe  he  thought  himfelf  in  greater  fe- 
curity  when  near  me,  than  in  the  midft  of 
liis  poltroon  companions,  who  were  gazing 
upon  us  at  a refpeflful  diftance.  I had 
been  told  that  in  cafe  I fhould  be  near 
enough  to  the  animal  to  be  heard,  I mull 
not  fay  faa,  faa,  for  that  wprd  would 
render  the  bead  furious,  and  that  he  v/ould 
ruflr  on  the  perfon  that  uttered  it  ; as  I 
had  company,  I was  not  afraid  of  being 
furprifed  therefore  repeated  tlie\voi'd  ahun- 
dred  times  together,  by  the  way  of  encourag- 
ing the  dogs,  and  likewife  to  drive  the 
bead  from  the  thicket  ; but  all  in  vain,  the 
animal  and  dogs  were  equally  fearful  of 
each  other,  the  former  not  daring  to  quit 
his  retreat,  nor  the  latter  to  enter  it:  vet 
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among  the  mafiifFs  there  were  fome  that 
muh  have  fucceeded  had  their  courage 
equalled  their  ftrength  ; my  dog,  the 
fmalleft  of  the  pack,  was  always  at  their 
head,  he  alone  advancing  a little  into  the 
thicket.  It  is  true,  he  knew  me,  and  was 
animated  by  my  voice.  T.’he  hideous  beafl 
roared  terribly,  every  moment  I expefted 
it  to  rufh  out,  the  dogs  on  its  fmalle/l  mo- 
tion, drew  haflily  back,  and  ran  as  fall 
as  pofhble  ; at  length  a few  random  fliot 
dillodged  him,  and  he  ruflied  out  fudden- 
ly  : his  appearance  feemed  the  lignai  for 
every  one  to  decamp,  even  John  Slaber 
(formed  with  the  ftrength  of  a Hercules, 
able  to  wreftle  with  the  animal,  and 
llrangle  him  in  his  arms)  abandoned  me, 
and  ran  to  the  others — I remained  alone 
with  my  Hottentot.  The  panther  in  en- 
deavouring to  gain  another  thicket,  palfed 
within  fifty  paces  of  us,  with  all  the  dogs 
at  his  heels,  we  faluted  him  by  firing  three 
dipt  as  he  palled  us, 
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The  thicket  in  which  lie  had  taken  re- 
fuge was  neither  fo  higli,  large,  or  bulhy 
as  the  one  he  had  quitted  ; a track  of 
blood  made  me  prefume  I had  wounded 
him,  and  the  fury  of  the  dogs  was  a proof 
I was  not  millaken  ; a number  of  my  peo- 
ple now  drew  near,  but  the  greater  part 
had  entirely  difappeared. 

The  animal  was  baited  more  than  an 
hour,  we  firing  into  the  thicket  more  than 
forty  random  fhot,  at  length  (tired  and 
impatient  with  this  tedious  bufmefs,)  I re- 
mounted my  horfe,  and  turned  with'  pre- 
caution on  the  oppofite  fide  to  the  dogs. 
I imagined  that  employed  in  defending 
Tiimfelf  againfl  them,  it  would  be  eafy  to 
get  behind  him  ; I was  not  mifiaken,  I faw 
him  fquatting,  and  ffriking  with  his  paws 
to  keep  at  bay  rny  dog  that  ran  barking 
within  the  reach  of  his  fangs.  When  I had 
taken  the  necelfary  fleps  to  catch  him  in 
a good  fituation,  I fired  my  carbine,  this 

I im- 


I immediately  dropped  to  catch  up  my 
gun,  which  I carried  at  the  bow  of  my 
laddie  ; this  precaution  w'as  ufelefs,  the 
animal  did  not  appear,  nor  could  I fee 
him  after  firing  my  carbine.  Though  I was 
fure  I had  hit  him,  it  would  have  been 
been  imprudent  to  have  ruflied  immedi- 
ately into  the  thicket.  As  he  made  no 
noife,  I fufpefled  he  was  dead  or  mortally 
wounded  ; Friends,”  cried  I to  the  hun- 
ters that  approached,  “ let  us  go  in  a firm 
line  lirait  up  to  him,  if  he  is  yet  alive,  all 
“ our  pieces  fired  together  will  overcome 
‘‘  him,  and  we  can  be  in  no  danger;”  one 
“ perfononlyanfwered,  and  that  was  in  the 
negative  ; in  fltort,  none  liked  the  propofal. 
Enraged,  I faid  to  my  Flottentot  (who  was 
not  lefs  animated  than  his  mailer)  com- 
rade,  the  animal  is  either  dead,  or  near  it, 
get  on  horfeback,  approach  as  Î did,  and 
“ try  to  difcover  in  what  Hate  we  ha\^e 
‘‘  put  him,  1 will  guard  the  entrance,  and 
if  he  attempts  to  elcape,  will  llioot 
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" him  ; we  fliall  be  able  to  finifli  him 
without  the  afhftance  of  thefe  cowards.” 
No  fooner  had  he  entered  than  he  called 
to  me  that  the  tiger  was  extended,  with- 
out motion,  and  he  believed  him  dead  ; but 
to  be  alTured,  he  fired  his  carbine  ; I ran, 
tranfported  with  pleafure  : my  brave  Hot-' 
tentot  partook  my  exultation,  triumph 
redoubled  our  force;  v/e  dragged  the 
animal  from  the  thicket,  he  feemed  enor- 
mous ; 1 examined  him  particularly,  turn- 
ing him  from  fide  to  fide,  this  was  my  firfl 
efiay,  and  by  chance,  the  tyger  was  mon- 
ftrous  ; it  was  a male.  From  the  extremity 
of  the  tail  to  the  nofe,  he  meafured  feven 
feet  ten  inches,  to  a circumference  of  two 
feet,  ten  inches.  I found  that  he  exaHly 
anfwered  the  defeription  of  the  Panther 
given  by  Bujon,  but  through  all  this 
country,  he  is  known  by  no  othername  than 
the  tyger,  though  it  is  only  the  prevalence 
of  cuftom,  for  in  this  part  of  Africa,  there 
^.re  no  tygers,  the  difference  between  that 

animal 
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animal  and  the  Panther  being  very  great. 

"I'he  Hottentots  call  it or  the 
! 

/potted  lion. 

In  general, in  thecolonics  of  theCape,they 
fear  the  panther  more  than  the  lyon,  the 
latter,  never  approaching  without  roaring 
terribly,  himfelf  giving  a fignal  for  pre- 
paration and  defence  ; confiding  in  his 
llrength,  his  attack  is  open;  the  others  on 
the  contrary,  ever  approach  without  noife, 
watch  with  art,  and  fall  on  their  prey  be- 
fore it  is  aware  of  their  appearance.  I had 
many  occafions  afterwards  of  feeing  dif- 
ferent fpecies  of  thefe  animals  ; one  called 
the  luypar,  by  the  Hollanders,  which  lig- 
nifies leopard  ; another  fmall  one  called 
the  tyger  cat,  is  the  ojjelot  of  biiffon,  of 
which  1 fliall  fpcak  more  hereafter. 

When  I liad  finifiicd  my  remarks  on  tlie 
panther,  and  taken  a drawing,  we  pre- 
pared 
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pared  to  fl^in  him  ; my  timeroiis  compani- 
ons drewnear  by  little  and  little;  it  is  true, 
they  had  reafon  to  blulli  in  the  prefence 
of  a ftranger,  who  on  this  occafion  had 
fliewn  more  intrepidity  than  any  of  thofe 
who  were  bred  and  born,  if  I may  fo 
fpeak,  among  the  monfters  of  Africa. 
When  we  had  finifhed  our  operation,  my 
Hottentot  wrapped  the  flvin  about  him, 
and,  fainting  our  hunters,  we  returned 
Jiomewards,  and  walked  in  triumph,  ac- 
companied by  feveral  dogs  whofe  mailers 
had  decamped  at  the  beginning  of  the 
chace  ; they  approached  us  fearfully,  the 
tyger’s  Hvin  keeping  them  in  awe  ; fome- 
times  the  Hottentot  turned,  pretending  to 
run  at  them,  it  was  then  a trial  of  llcill 
who  Ihould  run  the  faflefl;  ; this  caufed  us 
a great  deal  of  diverlion. 

Accounts  of  this  expedition  were  foon 
fpread,  and  I received  lome  compliments 

on 


on  my  behaviour,  even  from  thofe  who 
had  fo  ill  feconded  me. 

V 

« 

Soon  after  this  expedition,  another 
Colonift,  who  was  unknown  to  me,  and 
lived  about  four  leagues  off,  fent  to  en- 
treat that  I would  affift  his  fons  in  de- 
ftroying  a panther  that  infefted  his  vici- 
nity. 

I ^ 

The  experience  I had  gained  on  my 
firfl  elfay,  did  not  engage  me  to  wifh  for 
a fécond,  I therefore  declined  the  propofal, 
having  refolved  to  expofe  mylelf  no  more, 
to  the  danger  of  being  the  vi6lim  of 
another  defertion  ; “ No”  anfwered  I,  tell 
your  mailer,  I am  not  come  into  thefe 
“ countries  to  dellroy  the  race  of  tygers,  I 
was  too  ill  feconded  in  my  fird  attempt, 
“ for  which  reafon  I lhall  not  wilfully  en- 
‘‘  gage  in  another  ; fliould  chance  lead  me 
‘‘  into  a like  fituation,  I hope  I fliall  be  able 
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to  defend  myfelf  without  aflving  for  af- 
finance,  therefore  I fhall  not  lend  any/’ 

But  I was  wrong  for  fpeaking  thus 
haftily,  and  cenfuring  thofe  Colonifts 
I did  not  know,  becaufe  others  had  given 
me  caufe  of  complaint  ; the  invitation  came 
from  Louis  Karte.  Some  time  after  I be- 
came acqainted  with  him,  and  was  forry 
for  the  idea  I had  formed  of  his  fons  who 
proved  ihemfelves  as  brave,  as  the  others 
were  daflardly,  in  the  moment  of  danger. 

The  time  I had  purpofed  being  abfent 
from  Mr.  Boers,  was  almofl;  elapfed  ; the 
favorable  feafon  for  my  travels  drew  near  ; 
I had  gre^t  preparations  to  make  ; I there- 
fore took  leave  of  the  good  SLabcr  and  his 
family.  I quitted  them  with  regret,  though 
free  from  care,  embarrafsment,  and  in- 
quietude, my  heart  lighter  than  when  I 
came  ; I gave  a lad  look  to  the  Bay  of  Sal- 
danha,  and  took  the  road  to  the  Cape. 

C H A P. 


CHAP.  V. 


THE  CAPE  MOUNTAINS,  BAYS,  AND  COLONIES 
DESCRIBED — ACCOUNT  OF  THE  NEGRO  SLAVES 
— DIFFERENT  SPECIES  OF  OUAILS&C. 


Mr.  Boers  expelled  me  : oil  my  ar_ 
rival  I became  a part  of  his  famdly. 
I found  here  every  thing  I could  delire, 
without  that  haughty  pride  which  fo  often 
impoifons  the  favors  of  the  great.  He 
even  prevented  my  wifhes  by  providing 
every  neceflary  I flood  in  need  of  for  my 
journey.  I now  began  to  prepare  for  it, 
and  to  that  end  cemented  my  friendfldp 

w^ith 
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lie  approved  my  expedition,  he  did  not  en- 
deavour to  hide^from  me  the  danger  which 
attended  the  execution  of  it.  The  recital 
of  the  hazards  encountered  by  himfelf  on 
a like  occafion  only  redoubled  my  ar- 
dor, and  I belived  myfelf  invulnerable  to 
thofe  perils  which  he  pourtrayed,  and  which 
were  ihfficiently  difeouraging.  While  my 
neceffaries  were  preparing,  1 more  parti* 
cularly  examined  the  town  and  its  envi- 
rons. I went  feveral  times  upon  Table 
and  Lyon  mountains  ; the  former  of  them 
when  viewed  from  the  Bay,  feems  to  join 
the  town,  though  in  faft  it  is  at  a league  s 
dillance  from  it.  The  foot  of  this  moun- 
tain is  incumbered  with  a great  quantity 
of  fragments  of  rock  which  feem  at  dif- 
ferent times  to  have  been  broken  from  it  ; 
its  bafe  is  formed  of  pure  granite,  and  to 
its  very  fummit,  it  is  compofed  of  hori- 
zontal layers  of  granite  and  earth  alter- 
nately. Its  height  as  computed  by  the 
Abbe  dc  La  Caille^  is  three  thoufand  fix 
hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea  ; 
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and  can  only  be  climbed  by  the  chafrfi, 
througli  which  the  water  flows,-  which 
fbpplics  the  town  ; this  pafFage  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  particularly  towards 
the  toj),  where  it  runs  very  narrow,  and 
is  almofl  perpendicular.  It  requires  two 
good  hour’s  labour  to  gain  the  fummit, 
then  you  arrive  at  a very  fpacious  plain 
confuledly  fcattered  over  with  huge  pieces 
of  rock  mingled  with  bufhes,  which  alto- 
gether has  the*  appearance  of  an  immenfe 
city  in  ruins.  Time  in  conjunclion  with 
the  clouds  and  winds,  has  worn  off  their 
afperities,  and  given  them  a kind  of  uni- 
formity. I have  feen  fome  ftones  there 
as  compleatly  founded  as  ihofe  pebbles 
which  are  picked  up  on  the  fea  fhore. 
Towards  the  middle  of  the  plain,  there  is 
a bafon  of  tlu'ce  or  four  hundred  paces  in 
circumference,  from  whence  the  waters 
flow  which  fupply  the  town  by  the  chan- 
nel before  mentioned.  I have  taken  a 
number  of  woodcocks  here,  whether  ihi.r 
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Water  is  fupplied  by  fprings,  by  rain,  or 
by  mifts,  is  a queftion  I cannot  anfwer. 
The  mountain  is  interfered  by  a number 
of  channels  which  diftribute  the  waters  in 
every  dire6lion,  and  fertilize  the  feat- 
tered  plantations  which  furround  it. 
This  place  is  the  haunt  of  a great  num- 
ber of  vultures,  of  that  kind  called  pcre- 
hoptere,  they  are  frequently  driven  from 
the  mountains  by  the  South  Eall:  wind 
with  great  precipitation  into  the  very 
ftreets  of  the  town  where  they  are  knocked 
down  with  flicks  by  the  inhabitants.  They 
• alfo  find  here  that  kind  of  ape,  which  the 
Dutch  call  bawians^  who  are  known  to  be 
very  great  thieves  ; and  frequently  get  over 
garden  walls^  robbing  them  of  the  fruit, 

i 

but  never  make  their  attacks  with  that  or- 
der and  precifion  that  Caille  fpeaks  of  in 
his  childilh  and  erroneous  account  of 
them.  When  the  air  is  pure  and  ferene 
one  may  diflinguifli  from  the  top  of  Table 
mount,  the  mountains  of  Piquet,  thirty 
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leagues  off;  and  though  at  fo  great  a 
diftance,  they  feem  to  furpafs  it  in  height. 
When  people,  afcend  Table  mountain  for 
tlie  firfl  time,  while  climbing  the  above 
mentioned  chafm,  they  are  fure  to  imagine 
that  it  rains,  however  fine  the  weather  * 
may  be.  This  eflFeft  is  caufed  by  the  wa- 
ter that  is  continually  dropping  from  the 
rocks  above,  which  in  falling  fo  far  forms 
a kind  of  rain,  which  is  ever  more  abun- 
dant in  the  morning,  than  the  reft  of  the 
day  ; the  damps  and  dews  of  the  night 
eafily  account  for  this. 


At  about  a third  of  the  way  up  this 
chafm,  the  eye  is  prefented  with  a beauti- 
ful cafcadc  which  falls  from  a flat  piece 
of  rock  of  confiderable  extent.  From  the 
town  to  this  fpot  is  a ufual  walk,  even  the 
ladies  can  proceed  thus  far  without  dif- 
ficulty, and  enjoy  the  fatisfa6tion  of  a moft 
charming  and  pitlurefque  profpeft  which 
prefcnts  iifclf  from  this  place. 

'Fhe 
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The  flaves  frequently  make  a fire  near 
where  they  are  working,  which  ferves 
them  to  light  their  pipes,  and  drefs  their 
vifluals.  Thofe  at  the  Cape,  who  are  em- 
ployed in  cutting  wood  for  their  mailers 
firing,  (and  who  fometimes  go  for  that 
purpofe  to  the  other  fide  of  Table  moun- 
tain) when  they  leave  work  at  night, 
often  neglefl  to  cxtinguifli  the  fires, 
whiich  fpreading  by  means  of  dried 
roots  and  grafs,  at  length  gain  the  woods, 
which  taking  fire,  burn  with  violence,  and 
difchargc  clouds  of  flame  and  fmoke.  The 
night  following  the  town  and  road  are  pre- 
fented  with  a mofl  magnificent  fpe61acJe, 
whofe  caufe  being  known,  the  mind  is 
not  flruck  with  that  terror  which  fuch  a 
phenomenon  would  othervdfe  occafion, 
for  the  elevation  and  extent  of  the  fire, 
renders  the  mountain  a much  more  tre- 
mendous fpeftacle  than  Mount  Vefuvius 
at  the  height  of  its  eruption.  I wa*s  never 
but  once  a witnefs  of  this  majeflic  illumi- 
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nation  which  I muft  confefs  threw  me 
into  an  extacy.  Whatever  art  has  ef- 
fefted  for  the  direction  of  vefTels  thirty 
leagues  didance  at  fea,  forms  but  a 
faint  refemblance  of  this  natural  pharos 
lighted  up  by  the  carelelfnefs  of  a poor 
negro.  It  is  impolfible  to  pafs  from  Ta- 
ble to  Devil  mountain,  though  their  fum- 
mits  feem  only  to  have  been  feparated  by 
earthquakes,  or  fome  other  caufe  ; but  you 
may  ealily  go  from  that  to  Lyon  moun- 
tain, which  appears  alfo  to  have  been  ori- 
ginally a part  of  the  fame,  the  top  of  the 
latter  can  only  be  gained  by  means  of 
rope,  with  which,  by  great  difficulty, 
they  help  themfelves  up  ; it  is  from  this 
place  that  they  give  fignals  to  ffiips 
at  fea, 

A fervant  of  the  company  is  always 
Rationed  here,  who  fires  a cannon  for  every 
ffiip  he  difcovers,  and  by  a fignal  agreed 
on,  they  know  in  an  inllant  whether  the 
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ve/Tel  is  coming  from  Europe  or  India. 
The  fame  man  as  foon  as  he  perceives  what 
country  it  belongs  to  is  obliged  to  go  to 
to-wn  and  inform  the  governor. 

This  employment  is  extremely  dange- 
rous, and  it  often  happens  that  the  poor 

fellow  has  to  afeend  and  defeend  four 
/ 

or  five  times  in  a day,  which  is  incon- 
ceivably fatiguing.  This  is  a great  cruelty 
in  the  government,  which  yet  no  one 
feems  to  think  any  thing  of.  The  man 
I faw,  told  me  with  great  tranquility,  that 
they  never  grew  old  in  this  employment; 
I readily  believed  him,  for  though  he  was 
but  thirty-five,  his  knees  and  ancles  -were 
fo  fliff,  that  he  had  enough  to  do  to 
walk.  I went  likewife  to  vilit  the  famous 
territory  of  Covjlantia,  iituate  behind 
Table  mountain.  This  vineyard  does  not 

y 

however  produce  a tentli  part  of  the  wine 
that  bears  its  name.  It  then  belonged  to 
a Mr.  Cloete.  Some  fay  the  original  plants 
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were  brought  from  Burgundy,  others  that 
they  came  from  Madej  ia,  and  others  even 
ïïom  PcrJ?.a-,  thus  much  is  certain,  this  wine 
is  delicious  at  the  Cape,  but  lofes  much  of 
its  goodnefs  on  being  tranfportcd,  and  af- 
ter five  years  old  is  good  for  nothings 
At  my  arrival,  the  Demi~Haam  (about 
eighty  bottles)  was  fold  from  thirty-five,  to 
forty  piaflres  ; but  at  my  departure  the 
fame  quantity  was  worth  more  than  a 
hundred. 

Not  far  from  Conjlantia  there  is  another 
vineyard  called  Little  Conjlantia,  but  it  is 
only  within  feven  or  eight  years,  that  the 
produce  of  this  latter  has  equalled  its  neigh- 
bour, but  lately  it  has  arrived  to  fuch  per- 
fection, that  it  has  even  fetched  the  beft 
price  at  the  Company’s  fales.  As  thefe 
jilantations  are  only  feparated  by  a hedge, 
the  difference  that  arifes  between  their 
produflions  can  only  be  the  confequence 
pf  varipus  modes  of  m.anagement. 


The 
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Tlie  whole  fpace  between  Table  and 
Falfe  Bays,  is  interfperfed  with  Summer 
houfes,  and  beautiful  habitations,  where 
they  cultivate  vegetables,  fruits  and  vines. 
The  moft  efteemed,  and  whofe  produce 
approaches  the  neared  to  the  v/ine  of 
Conftantia  are  thofe  of  Becker  ^r\à  Hendrik. 
The  Cape  wine  merchants  purchafe,  and 
fell  them  for  real  Conftantia.  Befides 
their'  fweet  wines,  other  cantons  of  the 
Colonies,  as  Perle,  Stellembofch,  and  Dra- 
gcjlein,  furnifti  thofe  dry  wines,  which  are 
in  fo  great  eftimation.  They  make  a wine 
here  likewife  which  is  very  like  Rota,  and 
which  is  frequently  called  by  that  name, 
and  I have  drank  fome  which  has  equalled 
the  real.  Thofe  who  wifh  to  purchafe 
at  the  Cape,  muft  apply  to  thofe 
Avho  cultivate  it,  if  they  would  have 
good  wine.  For  the  merchants  adulterate 
confiderably,  being  fenfible  it  will  not 
keep  in  the  caft^s,  if  they  have  not  a ready 
(ale,  ^nd  in  order  to  preferve  it  as  long 
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as  poffible,  they  mix  it  with  confiderable 
quantities  of  brandy.  The  common  wine  ' 
of  this  country  feldom  makes  its  appear- 
ance at  polite  tables,  red  burgundy  is 
inofl  made  ufe  of,  and  ihe  wine  im- 
ported in  Dutch  vefTels  is  always  pre- 
ferred to  that  brought  by  the  French^ 
which  ufually  taftes  of  the  calk,  and  will 
not  keep.  The  average  price  of  this  wine 
is  a florin  a bottle,  but  it  varies  accord- 
insf  to  circumftances,  and  I have  fome- 
times  feen  it  fold  for  three  florins,  and  at 
other  times  for  twelve  fous. 

The  beer  they  brew  at  the  Cape  is 
much  efleemed,  but  they  place  a very 
high  value  on  that  which  is  brought  from 

O O 

Europe,  its  price  flu6luates  from  twelve  ' 
to  twenty-four  fous  the  bottle  ; there  is  a 
great  oemand  here  for  liquors  in  general. 

On  entering  a houfe  you  are  always 
prdcnted  with  ^Jopi^  that  is  to  fay,  with  a 
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glafs  of  arrack,  Geneva,  or  perhaps  French 
brandy.  , Geneva,  however,  is  the  com- 
mon morning  dram.  Before  they  fet  down 
to  table,  the  etiquette  is  to  offer  a fupi  of 
white  wine,  in  which  wormwood  or  aloes 
have  been  fteeped  to  create  an  appetite. 
At  table  they  drink  beer,  or  wine  indiF 
çriminately,  After  the  defert  the  ladies  re- 
tire to  a different  apartment,  they  then 
bring  in  pipes  and  tobacco,  with  a recruit 
of  wine  for  the  men  ; mean  time  the  ladies 
are  ferved  with  coffee,  rhenifh,and  mofelle. 
They  then  form  themfelves  into  card 
parties,  while  the  men  continue  to  drink 
and  fmoke,  and  if  any  interefling,  or  witty 
fubjeO:  is  flatted  among  them,  it  is  fure  to 
furnifh  a pretext  for  a few  more  bum- 
pers. This  is  their  ufual  manner  of  living, 
with  this  difference,  that  rbofe  in  indif- 
ferent circumflances  drink  their  own  wine, 
but  in  this  particular,  the  vanity  of  the 
inhabitants  is  often  very  ridiculous  ; one 
day  as  I w^as  walking  with  Mr.  Boers,  he 
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made  me  obfer^/e  a man  fcated  at  the 
door  of  his  houfe,  who  feeing  we  were  near 
• him,  bes^an  callincr  to  his  have  with  a loud 
voice,  to  bring-  him  fome  red  wine,  though 
the  fifeal  affured  me,  he  had  not  a 
fingle  bottle  at  h‘>  command,  and  that 
moll  likely  he  had  not  drank  of  it  ten 
times  in  his  life  ; when  I had  palfed  him 
fome  little  way  I turned  and  faw  that  it 
was  beer  his  Have  had  brought  him. 

The  Hont-Bav  ('or  Wood  Bay)  takes 
its  name  from  the  wood  that  grows  on  its 
borders,  which  confifts  of  bufliy  thickets, 
there  being  i,o  large  trees.  This  Bay  is 
fmall,  open  to  the  Well  wind,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  rocks,  it  is  rare  for  any  vef- 
fels  to  anchor  here,  unlefs  fuddenly  drove 
by  bad  weather,  and  unable  to  gain  any 
other  fhelter  ; it  is  two  leagues  South- 
Wefl  of  the  Cape.  Falfe  Bay,  South-Eall 
ol  the  Cape,  is  at  the  dillance  of  throe 
leagues,  but  it  necelfary  to  go  four  to 
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gain  good  anchorage  ; this  fpacious  Bay 
is  an  afylum  to  a number  of  veflels  ; it  is 
here  the  fliips  from  Table  Bay  take  refuge 
when  the  Weft  winds  begin  to  blow,  on 
the  contrary,  when  the  South  Eaft  com- 
mences they  return  to  their  former  fttua- 
tion. 

The  commander’s  appointment  at  Falfe 
Bay  is  but  fmall,  but  his  place  is  very 
profitable  by  the  commerce  he  has  with 
foreign  veftels,  buying  their  merchandife, 
which  he  fends  to  Cape  town,  where  it 
fometimes  fells  for  treble  its  value.  On 
the  borders  of  the  Bay  there  are  a num- 
ber of  large  magazines  in  which  are  de- 
polited  provifion  for  the  Company’s  vef- 
fels,  likewife  an  hofpital  for  the  crews,  and 
an  hotel  for  the  governor,  who  ufually  re- 
ft des  fome  days  there,  when  the  fhips  of 
the  Company  are  at  anchor.  Commerce 
likew’ife  draws  a number  from  the  Cape 
who  furnifh  lodgingsfor  the  officers  ; while 

the 
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the  latter  refide  there,  the  Bay  is  very  live- 
ly, but  no  fooner  do  they  weigh  anchor, 
than  the  place  is  deferted  by  all  but  the 
garrifon  which  is  relieved  monthly.  Ships 
who  arrive  after  the  other  veffels  de- 
parture are  oftentimes  rather  Unfortunate, 
the  magazines  being  fo  compleatly  emptied, 
that  they  who  arrive  laft  are  obliged  to 
produce  what  they  want  from  the  town, 
the  carriage  of  which  is  exorbitantly  dear, 
a miferable  cart  being  from  20  to  30  piaf- 
tres  a day  ; I have  feen  even  50  given,  but 
it  is  to  be  remarked  that  in  twenty-four 
hours,  they  can  make  but  one  journey. 

It  is  here  they  catch  the  befl  fifli,  parti- 
cularl)»the  Roovian^  v/hich  gives  its  name 
to  the  rock  near  which  it  is  found  in  great 
abundance  ; they  likewife  find  oyflers,  but 
in  fmall  quantities.  It. muff  be  remarked 
that  on  the  land  comprifcd  between  Table 
bay  and  Cape  town,  but  above  all  near 
Conflantia  and  Ne\^  Land,  is  found  the 
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charming  tree  called  by  the  Dutch  filver 
blaaderen  (the  protea  argentea  of  the  bo- 
tanills  ;)  it  Teems  at  the  time  Dr.  Sparman 
refided  at  the  Cape  this  tree  was  not  in 
fuch  quantities  as  at  prefent,  for  the 
Colonifts  having  remarked  that  it  'grew 
very  faft,  made  large  plantations  of  it  ; 
which  are  now  become  very  ufeful  to  them 
for  fuel.  I obferved  that  this  tree  grew 
in  no  other  part  of  the.  colony,  not  even 
in  the  country  of  the  Namaquois,  from 
whence  Mr.  Sparman  has  fuppofed  it  firft 
taken  ; I am  allured  it  does  not  grow 
there,  nor  in  any  other  of  the  Cantons  that 
I have  feen  ; I imamneit  has  been  brought 
fromfomeothei^part  of  Africa.  Mr.  Sonne- 
rat  in  his  lad;  voyage  to  India,  affirms  it  to 
be  the  only  native  of  the  Cape  ; it  would 
feem  that  this  natural  ill;  had  never  feen  the 
miviofa  nilotica,  which  is  very  common 
there,  as  are  a great  number  of  others. 

The  colonies  of  Stellcnbofch,  Drogejlevi, 
Franfche-Hoceki  La  Pcrlc^  La  Hollayid  HoU 

tmtotte^ 
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tcntotte,  are  different  cantons  fituated  be- 
tween the  Cape,  and  a great  chain  of 
mountains,  thefe  furnifh  all  the  fruit  and 

wine.  The  Sidlembofch  is  a little  town 
\ 

where  feveral  inhabitants  have  retired  from 
the  Cape,  who  cultivate  their  own  lands  ; 
they  have  a church,  a minifler,  and  a bailiff, 
who  is  a kind  of  judge  to  whom  in  cafe  of 
debt  or  difpute  they  apply,  but  his  power 
not  enabling  him  to  give  greater  damages 
than  fifty  rix-dollars,  all  above  that  fum 
mufl  come  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
fifcal.  The  Franfche-Hoeck  in  the  heart 
of  the  mountains,  between  the  Stcllcm- 
Iwjch  and  the  Drageftein,  has  received 
its  name  from  fome  refugees  that  fettled 
there  about  the  end  of  the  laO;  century. 
The  land  is  good,  and  furnifhes  plenty  of 
corn  and  wine.  They  make  the  bell  bread 
of  all  the  colonies,  not  that  the  corn  is 
better,  but  the  French  method  of  making 
it.  which  was  introduced  by  the  emigrants, 
and  preferved  from  father  to  fon,  this  ap- 
pears the  only  remembrance  left  them  of 

I their 
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their  ancient  and  cruel  country.  I found, 
m this  canton,  but  one  old  man  who 
fpoke  French,  yet  feveral  of  the  families 
bear  and  write  their  original  names  ; there 
was  among  them  that  of  Malherbe ^ Du- 
toit.  Rétif,  Cocher,  and  many  others  that 
are  familiar  to  us.  They  are  only  diftin- 
guifhed  from  the  other  Colonills  (who  are 
very  fair)  by  their  dark  hair  and  brown 
complexions. 

The  divilion  called  Dutch  Hottentotte, 
IS  fo  named  becaufe  this  Canton  (originally 
inhabited 'by  Hottentots)  was  the  firft  that 
the  Dutch  feized  on.  It  furnifhes  them 
with  vegetables,  fruit,  and  corn  ; the 
Stellembofch  bounds  it  on  the  North,  a 
chain  of  mountains  on  the  Eafl,  Falfe 
Bay,  on  the  Weft,  and  the  mountains 
where  the  natives  ftill  retain  fome  ha- 
bitations on  the  South. 

The  firft  chain  of  mountains  that  arc 
feen  from  Table  Bay  are  called  the  Tiger 
Mountains,  on  them  are  fcattered  excel- 
lent 
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lent  plantations  for  die  growth  of  corny 
which  covering  the  hiils,  is  a beautifuf 
view  from  the  town  in  the  harvefl;  fea- 
fon  ; their  fruitfulnefs  having  given  them 
the  name  of  Corn  Magazines  to-  the 
whole  colony.- 

The  other  fide  of  thefe  mountains  are 
equally  well  cultivated  ; the  farms  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Cape  are  generally 
very  profitable,  on  account  of  the  eafe 
with  which  they  convey  their  vegetables, 
fruit,  eggs,  milk,  and  all  other  neceffary 
provifions  to  the  town,  an  advantage 
which  thofe  at  a greater  diftance  do  not 
enjoy. 

For  twelve  leagues  round  the  Cape  the 
colonifls  do  not  employ  Hottentots,  ra- 
ther  buying  Negroes  who  are  not  fo  lazy, 
and  whom  they  can  more  fafely  trufl. 
The  Hottentots,  carelefs  and  inconftant 
by  nature,  often  go  aw^y  on  the  approach 
of  hard  labour,  and  leave  their  maflers  in 
embarrafment  ; the  Negroes  defert  alfo» 

but 
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but  vain  is  their  efforts  for  liberty,  they  are 
foon  retaken,  and  fent  to  the  Bailiff  of  the 
Canton,  from  whom  the  profecutor  re- 
claims them  for  a fmall  fine,  after  they 
have  received  fome  trifling  corre6iion  ; 
nor  is  there  any  part  of  the  world  where 
the  flaves  are  treated  with  fuch  humanity 
as  at  the  Cape. 

The  Negroes  of  Mofambique  and  Ma- 
dagafear  are  regarded  as  the  befl  work^ 
men,  and  mofl  affeftionate  to  their  maf* 
ters  ; when  they  are  landed  at  the  Cape, 
they  Lifually  fell  from  a hundred  and  twen- 
ty, to  a hundred  and  fifty  piafters  à head. 

The  Indians  are  more  employed  in 

houfhold  work  in  the  town  : there  are  alfo 

\ ^ 

Malayans,  who  are  the  moft  fubtle  and 
dangerous  of  flaves.  Affaffinating  their 
mafter  or  miflrefs  is  with  them  a com- 
mon crime  ; during  the  five  years  I paffed 
in  Africa,  I faw  manv  inftances  of  it. 
They  go  to  execution  with  the  greatefl  in- 
difference. I heard  one  of  thefe  wretches 

fay 
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fay  to  Mr.  Boers,  he  was  glad  he  had 
committed  the  crime,  that  he  well  knew 
the  death  attending  the  commifTion  of  it, 
w’hich  he  ardently  wifhed  for,  as  it  would 
return  him  to  his  native  country.  I am 
amazed  fuch  an  error  does  not  caufe 

greater  misfortunes. 

« 

The  Creole  (laves  at  the  Cape  are  mofi: 
efleemed,  they  are  fold  at  double  the 
price  of  the  others  ; and  if  they  know 
any  bufmefs,  their  price  is  exorbitant.  A 
cook  will  fell  from  eight  to  twelve  hun- 
dred rixdollars,  and  others  in  proportion 
to  their  talents.  They  are  ever  neatly 
dreded,  but  walk  barefoot,  as  a mark  of 
flavery.  At  the  Cape  there  is  none  of  that 
infolent  train  called  footmen,  luxury  and 
pride  not  having  yet  introduced  this  ufe- 
lefs  lumber  of  the  anti-chambers  of  the 
great. 

A'flranger  is  furprized  on  his  arrival 
at  the  Cape,  to  fee  a multitude  of  flaves  as 
fair  as  Europeans,  but  aftonifhment  ceafes 
when  it  is  known  the  young  female  ne- 
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groes  have  generally  a lover  among  the 
foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  with  whom 
they  generally  pafs  the  Sunday  ; the  inter- 
eft  of  the  mafter  makes  him  overlook 
the  morals  of  his  flaves,  he  profiting  by 
their  licentious  eonduft. 

There  are,  notwithftanding,  female 
blacks,  who  are  legally  married,  and  ne- 
groes who  form  a part  of  the  common 
people*;  they  are  men,  who  by  their 
fervices,  or  from  other  motives,  are  eman- 
cipated ; the  facility  with  which  they 
formerly  gained  their  liberty,  was  fubjeft 
to  much  abufe,  as  thofe  who  were  old 
and  infirm,  on  obtaining  it,  having  no  rc- 
fource,  became  thieves  and  vagabonds  ; 
the  government  was  obliged  to  take  cog- 
nizance  of  this,  and  at  prefent  no  maRer 
can  free  his  have  without  depofiiing  a 
fum  in  the  orphan  charity  for  his  main- 
. tenance. 

One  circumhance  that  caufes  depra- 
vity among  the  flaves,  and  will  ever  vi- 
* H 3 tiate 
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tiate  their  morals,  is,  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Batavia  frequently  fend  their  dil- 
orderly  flaves  to  the  Cape.  Thefe  peo- 
ple are  generally  Malayans,  all  thieves, 
or  receivers,  for  the  laft  article  their  re- 
putation is  fo  ellablifhed,  that  their  habi- 
tations are  firh  fearched  \vhen  a have  is 

milfing,  or  any  property  lofi:. 

0 

It  is  very»  uncommon  for  a mafter  to 
punilh  a flave  himfelf,  he  generaHy  puts 
liim  into  the  hands  of  the  fifcal,  who  or- 
ders him  the  neceflary  correftion.  If  a 
mailer  correfts  his  flave  unmercifully,  the 
latter  may'  complain  to  the  fifcal,  who 
will  oblige  the  mafler  to  fell  him  ; or  in 
cafe  of  wounds  or  death,  he  is  in  dan- 
ger of  corporal  punifhment,  or  banilh- 
ment  to  the  Ifle  of  Rohm  ; thefe  wife  laws 
do  lienor  to  the  Dutch  government,  but 
liow’  many  ways  are  there  to  elude  them  ! 
Ifle  Rohen  is  tw’O  leasfues  in  the  fea,  in 
front  of  Table  Bay,-  and  in  view  of  the 
towm;  it  takes  its  name  from  the  quan- 
tity of  marine  dogs  that  are  found  there. 

This 
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This  Jfle  is  a flat  of  fmall  extent,  and  is 
the  place  of  banifhment  from  the  Cape  ; 
it  is  under  the  eommand  of  a corporal, 
•who  has  the  title  of  commander.  The 
unhappy  exiles  are  each  day  to  deliver  a 
certain  quantity  of  lime-ftone  which  they 
:dig  ; in  fpare  time  they  fifh  or  cultivate 
their  fmall  gardens,  which  procures  them 
tobacco  and  fome  other  little  indulgencies. 
It  is  allonifhing  to  fee  how  large  all  kinds 
of  vegetables  grow;  .cauliflowers  are  of 
an  amazing  bignefs,  and  cultivated  in 
fand;  their  goodnefs  exceeds  their  fize. 
There  are  likewife  fome  violet  coloured 
figs  of  exquifite  fmell.  The  wells  fur- 
nifli  water  as  good  as  that  at  the  Cape, 
an  extraordinary  phenomenon  in  an 
ifland  of  fuch  fmall  extent,  and  almofl: 
level  with  the  fea. 

I faw  a great  number  of  black  fer- 
pents  of  four  or  five  feet  long,  but  they 
are  not  dangerous.  Partridges  and  quails 
are  found  here  in  abundance,  I have 
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rometimes  fliot  from  fifty  to  fixty  of  a 
morning. 

% 

I mufl;  here  make  an  obfervation  in- 
terefting  to  Natural  Hiftory;  the  quails 
of  the  Ifle  of  Roben,  and  thofe  of  the 
- Cape,  are  one  and  the  fame  fpecies,  with- 
out the  leaft  difference  that  çan  render 
my  affertion  doubtful  ; notwithftanding 
the  quail  ' is  a bird  of  pafiage,  (a  fa6l 
well  known  to  every  one)  yet,  though  it 
is  but  two  leagues  from  Ifle  Roben  to 
Terra  Firma,  it  is  pofitively  known  that 
thofe  birds  never  emigrate,  being  equally 
plentiful  in  all  feafoos.  I mufl  add,  that 
the  quails  of  Europe  are  abfolutely  of 
the  fame  kind  ; then  mufl  we  not  con- 
clude that  the  European  quail  never 
paffes  the  fea,  which  has  ever  been  afferted; 
ibme  voyagers  affure  us  they  have  feen 
them  at  fea,  but  that  does  not  decide  the 
queflion,  for  at  feventy  leagues  from  fhore,  ^ 
I have  fhot  from  the  yard  of  our  veffel, 
flarlings,  chaffinches,  linnets,  and  oncç 
'm  owi,  all  which  birds  are  well  known 
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not  to  emigrate  ; they  had  doubtlehs 
been  put  to  confufion  by  home  hurricane 
or  tempeftuous  weather;  and  I fliall  ever 
think  the  fame  of  the  quails,  until  that 
part  of  the  hiftory  of  birds  has  received 
more  pofitive  explanation.  - What  makes 
me  give  lefs  belief  to  their  croffing  the 
fea  is,  they  may  go  to  Africa  by  land, — 
and  return  to  Europe  the  fame  way  ; and 
furely  if  thofe  of  Rob  en  Ifland  dare  not 
crofs  the  little  fpace  that  feparates  them 
from  the  Cape,  much  lefs  would  they  rifk 
a flight  fo  very  confiderable.  The  quail 
js  a very  heavy  bird,  and  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  wings  proportioned  to  the  weight  of 
its  body,  badly  calculated  for  a continued 
or  long  flight;  and  ’tis  well  known  to  eve- 
ry fportfman,  that  when  a dog  has  raifed 
a quail  three  or  four  times,  it  can  no 
longer  f!y,  but  overcome  with  wearinefs, 
may  be  eafily  taken  with  the  hand. 

Befides  the  quail  common  in  Europe 
and  Africa,  there  is  at  the  Cape  a fmall- 
er  bird,  known  alfo  by  the  name  of  quaif, 

but 
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but  very  improjierly  ; it  has  only  three 
claws  on  each  fuot,  and  thofe  placed 
before,  v hich  makes  a fufficient  difference 
to  diffie.guiffi  tiiem.  , 


Mr.  Sonne’^at,  in  his  voyage  to  India,  < 
defcribes  a hi.  d of  the  fame  fpecies,  which 
lie  calls  (caille  a trois  doigts).  Mr.  Dcf- 
foni  aines  has  likewile  defcribed  one  on  the 
coaff  of  Barba*  y,  nearly  refembling  thole 
of  the  Cape,  of  which  no  doubt  there 
are  great  variety.  I have  feen  two  other 
kinds  much  larger,  tlie  one  of  Ceylon, 
the  other  of  Java.  I think  they  ffiould 
be  thrown  into  a feparate  clafs,  and 
ranged  between  die  common  quail  and 
the  duck,  whole  feet  have  a limilar  for^ 
mation. 

The  government  fends  every  year  a de- 
tachment into  the  Iflc  of  Roben  to  fhoot 
mors  and  manchets,  which  are  called  at 
the  Cape,  penguins,  from  whom  they  ex- 
tra£l  great  quantities  of  oil.  There  is  at 

llle 
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lile  Rohen,  a little  creek,  which  may  af- 
ford Ihelter  for  one  velfel  when  the  South 
Eaft  wind  hinders  it  from  gaining  the  road 
of  the  Cape. 

In  quitting  Europe  I had  no  defign  to 
enter  into  minute  defcriptions  of  the  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Cape,  much  lefs  of  their  form  of  go- 
vernment, political,  civil,  or  military  ; 
this  I confefs  did  not  form  the  princi- 
pal part  of  my  ftudy,  and  it  was  with 
regret  that  I ran  into  fuch  defcriptions 
when  they  fell  naturally  in  my  way.  I 
have  as  good  reafons  perhaps  for  my  re- 
ferve  in  this  point,  as  the  reader  can  have 
for  his  curiofity.  But  even  from  the  re- 
veries of  Kolben  a number  of  ufeful  re- 
marks may  be  extra61ed.  Ten  years  refi- 
dence  at  the  town  could  not  fail  of  giving 
him  fuflicicnt  opportunities  of  remarking 
their  cuftoms,  and  perhaps  he  has  not 
impofed  on  his  readers  fo  much  as  fome 
hyive  imagined  ; cuftoms  which  exifted  at 

the 
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the  time  he  wrote,  may  have  ceafed,  and 

his  account  of  them  be  now  confidered  as 
fo  many  fables. 

Manners,  cuHoms,  lavrs,  nay  empires 
themfelv.es  are  continually  varying,  fo  the 
account  of  any  people,  after  a few  ages, 
mufl  be  in  the  fame  predicament  with  a 
portrait,  which  though  it  may  have  been 
firikingly  like  a perfon  in  his  youth  can 
hardly  be  faid  to  retain  any  refemblance 
when  the  original  is  worn  out  with  age. 

What  this  traveller  has  advanced  con^ 
cerning  the  religious  ceremonies  of  the 
Hottentots,  has  not  the  fam.e  plea,  for  I 
neve¥  could  perceive  that  they  had  the 
lead  idea  of  a Being  rendering  retribution 
for  vice  or  virtue.  I have  lived  a long 
time  with  thefe  peaceable  people,  I have 
penetrated  a confiderable  way  into  their 
country,  never  did  I fee  any  trace  of  what 
has  been  affirmed  concerning  the  cuftoms 
they  are  faid  to  obferve  on  the  birth  of 
their  male  children,  at  their  funerals,  in 

their 
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their  mode  of  leglflation,  and  above  all, 
nothing  of  what  they  have  been  pleafed 
to  affert  refpecling  their  ridiculous  and 
difgufting  marriages. 

Kolben  is  net  yet  forgot  at  the  Cape  ; 
tls  known  that  he  never  left  the  town, 
though  he  has  fpoke  with  the  certainty  of 
an  eye  witnefs  of  the  manners  and  cuiioms 
of  the  internal  parts  of  the  country. 

It  is  however,  not  to  be  queftioned,  but 
that  after  ten  years  refidence,  and  having 
done  nothing  of  what  he  was  charged 
with  the  care  of,  he  thought  it,eafier  toaf- 
fociate  with  the  good  fellows  of  the  co- 
lony, who,  while  they  drank  his  wine, 
laughed  fn  their  fleeves,  and  vied  with 
each  other  in  recounting  thofe  ridiculous 
anecdotes  which  compofe  the  bulk  of  his 
memoirs.  ’T  is  thus  thofe  new  difcoveries 
were  obtained  which  were  to  enlarge  the 
bounds  of  human  knowledge  ! 


CHAP. 
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DESCRIPTIOM  OF  THE  AUTHOR’^  TRAVELLING 
EOÛIPAGE. — BEGINS  HIS  JOURNEY  FROM  THE 
CAPE. — VISITS  THE  HOT  BATHS. — ARRIVES 

AT  A HOTTENTOT  HOORD. ENCREASES  II  IS 

TRAIN. — JOURNEY  CONTINUED. 


IH  A D got  every  thing  in  readinefs 
for  the  journey  ; my  baggage  was 
confiderable  ; for  in  the  firlf  ardor  which 
had  tranfported  my  imagination  beyond 
its  ordinary  coiirfe,  Ihadfet  no  bounds  to 
my  travels,  but  refolved  to  profecute  them 
to  the  utmoft  polfible  extent,  and  wiüied 
above  all  things  not  to  be  conftrained  to 
return  for  'Ov^ant  of  indifpenfible  necef- 
faries.  I knew  too  that  my  return  might 
not  be  equally  in  my  power  with  the  de- 
parture ; I had  therefore  taken  care  not 
to  negleft  even  thofe  things  which  were 
not  abfolutely  necelfary,  but  which  might  ' 
be  ferviceable  iu  a number  of  unforefeen 
circumhances,  and  I was  even  afraid  of 

lor- 
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forgetting  fomething, . the  want  of  which 
I might  have  occafion  to  regre't. 

The  three  months  I had  paffed  at  the 
Cape,  fince  my  expedition  to  the  Bay  of 
Saldanha,  had  been  fully  employed  i in 
thefe  neceffary  preparations. 

I had  provided  myfelf  with  two  large 
four  wheeled  waggons,  covered  with  a 
tilt.  Five  large  chefts  juft  covered  the 
bottom  of  one  of  the  carriages,  and  I 
could  readily  open  any  one  of  them 
without  difplacing  the  reft.  On  thefe  was 
a mattrafs,  which  I propofed  making  ule 
of  as  a bed  during  my  journey,  whenever 
it  happened  that  want  of  time,  or  any 
other  caufe  prevented  me  pitching  my 
tent.  At  the  head  of  my  mattrafs  I placed 
a little  cheft  of  drawers,  which  I meant 
fliould  contain  my  infefts,  butterflies,  or 
any  other  obje6ls  whofe  tender  texture 
might  require  care.  I had  fo  well  con- 
trived thefe  drawers,  and  my  colleftion  was  ^ 


fo 
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fo  M-ell  preftrved  in  them,  that  for  the 
convenience  of  other  naturalifts,  who  may 
travel  in  fimilar  circumftances,  I have 
thought  fit  to  defcribe  the  form.  It 
was  two  feet  and  a half  long,  eighteen 
inches  deep,  and  as  many  wide;  the 
whole  length  was  divided  into  eighteen 
departments,  each  of  which  contained 
a drawer  that  reached  within  three  inches 
of  the  bottom  ; thefe  drawers  flood  in  a 
vertical  direclion,  and  were  to  be  drawn 
out  from  the  top,  exaftly  filling  the  fpace 
'defigned  for  each,  fo  that  if  the  jolting  of 
the  waggon  detached  any  of  the  infefls 
from  the  frames  to  which  I had  faflcned 
them,  they  could  only  fall  into  the  before- 
mentioned  fpace  of  four  inches,  and  not 
incommode  thofe  that  remained.  Over 
the  bottom  of  the  box  I fpread  a thin  coat 
of  virgin  wax,  tempered  with  linfeed  oil. 
which  clofed  up  the  pores,  and  by  its 
fmell  kept  off  the  infecls  that  might  have 
injured  my  colle6lion. 


It 
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It  was  alfo  in  this  firft  waggon  that  I 
ftowed  all  my  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
we  called  it  the  majier  waggon  ; one  of 
my  before  mentioned  chefts  was  divided 
into  fquares,  each  filled  with  a cafe  bottle, 
containing  five  or  fix  pounds  of  powder, 
befides  which  I had  feveral  barrels,  which 
to  preferve  from  fire,  or  moifiiure,  I had 
caufed  to  be  fewn  up  in  frefii  fheep  ikins, 
which  drying  over  the  barrels,  formed  an 
impenetrable  covering.  I reckoned  alto- 
gether that  I had  about  five  hundred 
weight  of  powder,  and  not  lefs  than  two 
thoufand  weight  of  lead  and  pewter, 
wrought  and  unwrought  -,  fixteen  muf- 
kets,  one  of  which  I defigned  for  the  larger 
kind  of  animals  (fuch  as  the  Elephant, 
Rhinoceros  and  Hyppopotamus)  was  of  a 
larger  bore  than  ordinary,  * and  carried  a 
quarter  of  a pound  of  powder.  I had  be- 
fides thefe  feveral  pair  of  double  barrelled 
phlols,  a large  cimiter  and  a dagger. 


VOL.  I. 
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My  fécond  waggon  contained  a whim--' 
fical  medley,  but  which  was  not  on  that 
account  the  lefs  eJflimable.  This  was  my 
kitchen.  How  many  exquifite  and  peace- 
able repafls  has  it  furnilhed  me  with  ! 
How  plealing  are  the  details  of  this  charm- 
ing and  domeftic  life  to  my  heart  ! I ne- 
ver affifl;  at  thofe  dinners  where  etiquette 
and  tedioufnefs  prefide,  but  the  difgufl 
they  occafion  brings  to  my  remembrance 
my  charming  African  meals,  where  my 
honeft  hqttentots  provided  the  banquet 
for  their  friend. 

My  kitchen  furniture  was  not  very 
confiderable,  a gridiron,  frying  pan,  two 
faucepans  and  a large  pot,  fome  plates  and 
dilhes,  coffee  and  tea  cups,  bafons,  two  tea 
kettles,  and  a few  other  neceffaries  com- 
pofed  my  whole  equipage. 

« 

I had  provided  myfelf  with  a good  ifock 
of  linen,  plenty  of  fugar  candy,  and  white 
fugar,  coffee,  tea  and  fome  pounds  of  cho- 
colate. 
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As  I was  to  furnifli  tobacco  and  brandy 
for  the  Hottentots  that  accompanied  me, 
I had  a large  quantity  of  the  fird;,  and  two 
calks  of  the  latter  ; packages  of  glafs  and 
hardware  to  change  occalionally,  or  pro- 
cure ' the  friendlkip  of  the  natives  ; a large 
tent,  and  the  necelTary  implements  for 
mending  my  waggons,  and  for  running  of 
lead  j an  engine  for  railing  weights,  fome 
nails,  iron  in  bars,  &c.  with  pins,  needles, 
and  thread,  compofed  the  fécond  part  of 
my  travelling  equipage. 

My  two  waggons  might  weigh  about 
five  thoufand  pounds  weight,  and  the 
aftonilhment  they  occafioned  among  the 
favî^ges  afforded  me  much  amufement. 

t 

My  train  confilled  of  thirty  oxen,  twenty 
for  the  two  waggons,  and  ten  to  relieve 
them  occalionally  ; three  horfes  for  hunt- 
ing, nine  dogs,  and  five  hottentots  ; my 
number  of  men  and  animals  was  occafion- 

I 2 ally 
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ally  much  increafed,  of  the  firfl  fometiraes 
to  the  number  of  forty.  They  %vere  gene- 
rally augmented  or  decreafed,  according 
to  the  ilate  of  my  kitchen,  for  in  the  de- 
farts of  Africa,  as  in  other  and  more  po- 
lifhed  countries,  there  are  a number  of 
Parahtes  ; but  thefe,  without  being  much 
expence  were  not  totally  ufelefs,  as  they 
furnifhed  me  with  frequent  opportunities 
of  forming  a judgment  of  the  temper  and 
genius  of  this  people. 

As  my  intended  journey  was  known  to 
all  Cape  Town  j before  my  departure  I 
was  warmly  folicited  by  feveral  to  permit 
them  to  accompany  me,  but  thefe  gentle- 
men and  I thought  very  differently.  ♦ 

• 

They  imagined  their  propofal  muft  give 
me  a great  deal  of  pleafure,  they  could  not 
believe  I would  go  only  accompanied  by 
Hottentots  ; on  the  contrary,  I thought  it 
not  prudent  to  have  any  other  companion, 

as 
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as  I was  not  ignorant  that  of  all  the  expe- 
ditions ordered  by  government,  none  had 
fucceeded  ; as  a diveriity  of  tempers  and 
charaders  can  never  fufficiently  coincide; 
harmony  in  a new  and  hazardous  expe- 
dition can  hardly  be  maintained,  among 
men,  whofe  felf  love  is  ever  predominant. 
I therefore  was  careful  not  to  lofe  the 
fruits  of  my  voyage,  and  determined  to  go 
alone.  I wifhed  to  be  abfolute  mailer  in 
this  expedition,  which  made  me  rejedl  all 
their  offers  apd  keep  firm  to  my  purpofe. 

My  baggage  being  ready,  I took  leave 
of  my  friends,  fetting  out  the  i8th  of 
December,  1781,  on*  horfeback,  at  the 
head  of  my  cavalcade  ; it  was  not  my  de- 
fign  to  make  long  flages  ; I led  the  way 
towards  Dutch  Dottentote^  and  flopped  at 
the  decline  of  day,  at  the  foot  of  thofe 
high  mountains  that  border  the  eaft  of  the 
cape. 
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It  was  necefTary  to  eftablifli  regularity 
among  my  people,  all  depended  on  the  be- 
ginning ; without  being  a great  philofo- 
pher,  I knew  enough  of  human  nature  to 
be  aware  of  one  truth,  that-  whoever 
willies  to  be  obeyed,  lliould  endeavour  to 
render  himfelf  refpedied,  and  in  order  to 
fucceed,  lliould  unite  fortitude  with  vigi- 
lance. I had  to  guard  againft  being  aban- 
doned by  my  people,  or  fuffering  them 
(by  my  weaknefs)  to  become  diforderly  ; I 
therefore  made  ufe  of  a prudent  referve,  to 
which  I ftri^tly  adhered,  never  relaxing, 
during  my  whole  journey,  from  this  necef- 
fary  precaution, 

•> 

As  fooii  as  we  flopped  I gave  diredlions 
to  put  the  things  in  order  in  my  prefence, 
and  under  the  infpedfion  of  two  of  my 
people  on  whom  I had  the  mod;  reliance 
for  exa(d:itude.  I now  fent  my  beads  to 
graze,  and  took  a review  of  my  w’aggons 
and  ededs,  to  be  adured  all  was  in  proper 

condition  ; 
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condition  ; I examined  even  the  traces  and 
harnels,  afligned  each  man  his  employ, 
holding  at  the  hime  time  a Oiort  difcourfe 
on  the  different  occupations  they  would 
hereafter  have.  From  this  they  formed  an 
idea  of  my  carefulnefs  and  precaution,  and 
felt  that  the  leaft  lapfe  of  duty  would  not 
efcape  me  ; after  this  ceremony  I mounted 
my  horfe,  and  went  to  reconnoitre  the 
road  over  the  mountain,  which  we  were 
to  pafs  on  the  morrow.  On  my  return 
I found  the  oxen  difpofed  of  as  I had  or- 
dered, and  a good  hre  burning  ; we  flipped 
lightly  on  fome  provifiôns  we  had  brought, 
from  the  town,  I in  my  waggon,  the  hot- 
tentots  in  the  open  air. 

We  were  ready  by  day  break  to  begin 
our  journey  over  the  mountains,  at  the 
riff  of  breaking  our  waggons,  and  laming  ' 
our  beafts  ; at  length  we  gained  the  fum- 
mit.  The  road  is  full  of  chafms,  fteep, 
and  fo  befet  with  broken  pieces  of  rock, 

I a.  that 
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that  I could  not  but  wonder  how  the  only 
road  by  which  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
cantons  ever  arrive  at  the  Cape  fhould  be 
fo  negleâed.  There  is  a furprifing  prof- 
peâ:  from  the  top  of  this  mountain,  com- 
prit ng  all  the  plantations  which  are  fcat- 
tered  over  an  extenlive  hollow,  formed  be- 
tween this  and  the  oppofite  chain  of 
mountains,  quite  to 'the  fea. 

We  were  obliged  to  unyoke  the  oxen,  ‘ 
to  give  them  fome  hours  reft,  aiickwiftiing 
to  gain  the  plain  by  fome  ealier  defcent, 

I profited  by  this  ftiort  interval,  and  recon- 
noitred the  fpot,  I was  perfectly  fatisfied 
when  I pe  rceived  the  defcent  on  the  other 
lid.:  to  be  an  cafy  pleafant  Hope,  which 
would  lead  us,  without  danger,  into  a de- 
lightful country j the  road  was  really  com- 
modious and  eafy  for  our  waggons,  and 
we  defcended  with  as  much  eafe  and  plea- 
fure  as  we  had  pain  and  difficulty  in  our 
^fcent,  I'he  wild  bealts  feldom  ftiew 

them  lei  ves 
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themfelves  in  thefe  cantons,  having  there- 
fore nothing  to  fear,  we  travelled  until 
ten  o’clock  at  night,  when  we  arrived  on 
the  borders  of  the  river  Palmit,  thus  na- 
med by  the  Dutch,  on  account  of  the 
many  reeds  that  grow  on  the  borders. 

In  the  morning,  on  our  waking,  we 
fought  in  vain  for  the  oxenj  they  had  dif- 
appeared,  being  not  yet  accuflomed  to  reft 
by  the  fide  of  our  carriages.  My  people 
went  in  queft  of  them,  and  it  took  fo  much 
time  to  re-aftemble  them,  that  we  were  not 
ready  for  our  departure  until  nine  o’clock 
in  the  morning  ; about  eleven  we  pafted 
within  fifteen  paces  of  a habitation  ^ the 
mafter  of  it  no  fooner  faw  my  caravan  than 
he  came  out  to  meet  me.  I found  it  to 
be  the  perfon  from  whom  I had  bought, 
at  the  Cape,  my  mafter  waggon,  and  the 
five  pair  of  oxen  that  drew  it.  I was 
obliged  to  ftop  and  accept  the  prefting 
invitation  he  gave  me  to  dine;  efpecially 

when 
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when  he  informed  me,  that  having  learned 
at  the  Cape,  on  the  day  of  my  departure, 
what  road  I meant  to  take,  he  had  fet  out 
immediately  to  prepare  for  my  reception. 
I ordered  my  oxen  to  be  unyoked,  and 
went  home  with  him,  where  I was  received 
by  his  wife  and  daughters  with  great  ci- 
vility. " 

Viewing  this  plantation,  and  liftcning 
to  his  praifes  on  the  waggon  he  had  fold 
me,  with  a recapitulation  of  the  good 
qualities  of  the  oxen  that  drew  it,  em- 
ployed me  till  dinner  time.  To  his 
honor  he  did  not  exaggerate  ; for  I have 
fince  found  thofe  beafts  much  better  than 
any  others  I have  employed,  and  his  wag- 
gon, being  conftrudled  with  Ikill,  ever  re- 
lilted the  roughell  Ihocks  in'  my  hazardous 
journey. 

Notwithdanding  the  entreaty  of  this 
good  family  to  pafs  the  night  with  them, 

I de- 
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I departed  when  I had  dined.  A few 
hours  after  we  croffed  the  river  Bott,  and 
paffed  the  whole  of  the  canton  called  Ouwe 
Hoeck,  I widied  to  regain  the  time 
loh'  at  dinner,  and  it  was  eleven  o’clock 
at  night  before  we  flopped  at  the  fide  of 
a fmall  flanding  water. 

The  fun  was  hardly  rifen  when  we  re- 
commenced our  journey,  and  halted  in  the 
morning  near  the  habitation  of  Francis 
Bathenos'y  he  fent  me  a loaf  that  I wanted, 
but  it  was  in  vain  to  offer  any  thing  for 
it  : He  like  wife  entreated  me  to  come 
to  his  houfe;  but  I defired  to  be  excufed, 
not  caring  to  pafs  my  time  in  thefe  habi- 
tations. I faw  in  this  country  a prodigious 
number  of  Gazells,  which  the  colonifts 
call  Reebockj  which  is  yet  but  little  known. 
Mr.  Sparman  has  only  mentioned  them. 
The  name  of  this  animal,  in  the  JFrench 
tranllation  of  that  work,  is,  bymiflake, 

rendered 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


JT24 

rendered  Red  Bocky  which  this  word  does 
not  fignify. 

The  heat  of  the  fun  at  mid-day  was 
exceffive,  and  obliged  us  to  halt  ; in  the 
mean  time  I took  a fhort  turn,  and  was 
fortunate  enough  to  kill  a Reebock. — The 
general  colour  is  a light  grey,  darker  on 
the  back  than  the  lides,  the  belly  white, 
its  horns  are  only  five  or  fix  inches  in 
length.  Mr.  Sparman,  who  fays  he  only 
wrote  from  memory,  was  mifiaken  in  fay- 
ing, they  were  a foot  long.  The  defcrip- 
tion  and  figure  of  this  animal  is  to  be 
found  in  my  Treatife  on  the  ^adrupedes  of 
Africa, 

é 

Î returned  to  my  people. — We  flayed 
no  longer  than  was  jufi;  necefiay  to  broil 
ibine  part  of  my  game.  And  in  the  fpace 

of  four  leagues,  which  we  afterwards  went 
to  gain  a commodious  encampment,  we 
•had  on  all  fidcs,  very  near  us,  Gazells,* 

Bontibocks, 
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BontibockvS,  (the  A7itelope  Script  a of  Mr. 
Pallas)  Bubales  (the  Antelope  Bubalis) 
with  numbers  of  Zebras,  Oflrichs,  ôcc.ôcc. 

The  variety  and  appearance  of  this 
large  troop  of  animals  was  extremely  amu- 
ling,  and  highly  worthy  the  pen  of  a na- 
turalift. 

My  dogs  eagerly  purfued  thefe  creatures, 
who  mingled  as  they  fled,  and  altogether 
formed  one  vafl:  herd  ; but  the  moment 
I had  called  off  my  dogs,  and  they  thought 
themfelves  out  of  danger,  each  different 
fpecie  compofed  a feparate  band,  and  kept 
at  a cetain  diftance  from  each  other.— 
Had  it  not  been  for  my  dogs,  who  always 
kept  them  at  a diflance,  I could  have  fliot 
numbers  of  them  from  my  waggons,  for 
they  were  very  tame,  and  feemed  pleafed  to 
gaze  on  us. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed,  a kind  of  curiodty  approaching 
to  familiarity,  feems  to  be  the  charac- 
teriftic  of  all  horned  animals,  particularly 
the  Gazell.  There  were  only  the  Zebras, 
and  the  Oftrichs  that  kept  at  a greater 
diftance.  I was  now  within  four  or  five 
leagues  of  the  hot  baths  fo  much  cried  up 
and  vifited  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape. 
I was  anxious  to  fee  them  ; but  I was  afraid 
my  journey  would  be  too  much  retarded 
by  it.  To  gain,  therefore,  on  the  one  hand 
what  I lofi:  on  the  other,  I refolved  to  fet 
out  earlier  in  the  morning  than  ufual  ; by 
ten  o’clock  we  reached  them. 

This  fpring  of  mineral  waters,  fo  gene- 
rally efieemed,  is  about  thirty  leagues 
difiiance  from  the  Cape.  Government 
has  raifed  a very  fpacious  and  convenient 
building,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  valetudinarians 
who  frequent  thofe  baths.  Lodging,  it  is 
true,  cofis  nothing  here  ; but  the  invalid 
is  obliged  to  provide  necefiaries,  and  thefe 
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are  not  very  eafily  procured  in  this  coun- 
try. ^ 

I 

There  is  in  this  place  two  baths,  the 
one  for  the  whites,  the  other  for  blacks, 

and  the  mountain  called  the  Tower  of  Ba-- 

» 

bel  y is  not  far  from  this  place,  whofe  height 
Kolben  has  fo  greatly  exaggerated  ; I fup- 
pofe  ’tis  nearly  as  high  as  table  mountain. 
All  round  this  mountain  the  company  have 
got  enclofures,  where,  under  the  infpec- 
tion  of  an  officer  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe',  they  fatten  large  herds  of  cattle, 
with  which  they  vidlual  their  ffiipping. 

I croffed,  the  next  day,  the  river  Steen-^ 
bocky  not  far  from  which  is  a beautiful  ha- 
bitation of  the  widow  Wijfel 'y  and  jufl: 
after  I croffed  a fécond  river  ; in  paffing 
this  I faw  the  hofpital  deligned  for  the 
company’s  cattle. 


They 
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They  fometimes  get  cured  here,  but  in 
other  refpedls  this  eftablifhment  is  of  great 
utility,  as  it  prevents  contagious  diforders 
from  infefting  thofe  who  are  healthy,  and 
from  whom  they  are  feparated  immediate- 
ly on  their  fliewing  any  figns  of  indifpo- 
lition. 

I had  refolved  to  travel  the  greater  part 
of  the  night,  but  was  obliged  to  flop  at 
nine  o’clock,  in  the  valley  of  Soete-Melck, 
which  is  a deep  morafs  ; fearing  to  proceed, 
as  it  w'ould  have  been  highly  imprudent  to 
have  attempted  croffing  it  during  the 
night.  Early  in  the  morning  I faw  a 
very  pretty  houfe  at  a fmall  diftance  from 
us  j it  was  a poll  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany, and  commanded  by  M.  Mar  tines, 
I knew  him  by  having  feen  him  at  the 
Fifcal’s.  I went  to  vifit  him  ; like  the 
reft  of  the  colonifts,  he-  would  fein  have 
engaged  me  to  remain  there  fome  days  ; 

but 
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but  my  impatience  to  continue  our  route 
made  me  decline  it; 

About  mid-day  I pafled  a little  Horde 
belonging  to  fome  Hottentots,  who  appear- 
ed fo  poor  and  miferable,  that  it  induced 
me. to  make  tîiem  fome  little  prefents.— 
They  had  not  a fingle  beall,  but  lived  by 
labouring  in  the  neighbouring  plantations j 
I invited  fome  to  accompany  me,  promiling 
to  pay  them  well  on  my  return  ; but  my 
perfuafions  were  ufelefs,  until  I had  affiired 
them  they  fhould  have  a fufficient  quantity 
of  tobacco  the  w\iole  way  ; they  then  pro- 
mifed  to  be  with  me  the  next  day. 

I paffed  the  night  ât  Tiger  Hoek,  where 
I waited  for  my  recruits  ’till  nine  o’clock  in 
the  rrforning,  I had  juft  given  them  up, 
and  was  preparing  to  purfue  my  journey, 
when  three  of  them  arrived  with  their 
arms  and  baggage;  this  little  reinforce- 
ment gave  me  great  pleafure,  they  mixed 

voL^  I.  K with 
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with  the  others  and  were  foon  acquainted» 
I delayed  my  departure  until  the  afternoon, 
as  I wHHed  to  view  the  country;  one  of  my 
new  comers  requefted  to  accompany  me, 
with  alTurances  that  he  was  an  excellent 
huntfman.  I had  brought  from  Europe  the 
common  opinion  formed  of  people  who  praife 
themfelves,  and  did  not  fet  a very  high  efti- 
mate  on  my  Hottentot’s  abilities  ; however 
I ordered  him  a gun,  and  we  fet  out  toge- 
ther. We  foon  met  with  a flock  of  Ga- 
zells,  the  face  of  the  country  was  abfo- 
lutely  covered  with  them^  but  they  kept 
out  of  gun-fliot.  After  having  run  a long 
time  to  no  purpofe,  my  companion  flop- 
ped fuddenly,  telling  me  he  faw  a Blawe 
Bouc,  (a  blue  Bock.)  Laying  down  I 
turned  my  eyes  the  way  he  directed, 'but 
could  not  fee  it  ; he  defired  mé  to  fland 
quite  ftill,  aflhring  me  he  would  foon  give 
a good  account  of  it  ; he  then  turned 
from  me,  creeping  on  his-  knees.  I did  not 
lofe  fight  of  him.  His  method  of  hunt- 
ing 
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ing  being  quite  new,  engaged  my  at- 
^ntion.  The  animal  at  length  arofe,  and 
began  grazing  ; it  had  to  me  the  appear- 
ance of  a white  horfe,  for  at  the  diftance  I 
then  was,  it  looked  entirely  of  that  colour. 
I had  never  before  feen  any  of  this  kind 
of  Gazells,  however  I was  undeceived 
when  I faw  the  horns  j my  hottentot  ap- 
proached fo  near  that  the  furprife  of  the 
animal  and  the  firing  of  his  piece  were 
inflantaneous  ; the  Gazell  fell,  and  I ran 
with  hafte  to  contemplate  at  my  eafe  the 
mojfi;  fcarce  and  beautiful  fpecies  of  the 
African  Gazells.  I afiured  my  Hottentot 
I would  recompenfe  him  on  my  return  to 
the  camp.  I then  fent  him  for  a horfe  to 
carry  home  our  game.  The  knowledge 
this  man  had  fhewn  in  furprifing  the  ani- 
mal, rendering  his  fervice  important  and 
neceflary,  determined  me  to  engage  him  by 
all  the  little  baits  that  delight  the  Hotten- 
tots 3 I gave  him  a good  ftock  of  tobacco, 
a,  fteel,  fome  tinder  and  one  of  my  bell 
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knives,  which  he  immediately  began  to  ufe, 
flcining  the  animal  with  as  much  dexterity 
as  he  had  fhot  it. 


C H A P.  VII. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  GAZELL  — OF  THE  TOR- 
TOISE— MANNER  OF  TAKING  THEM— THE- 

author’s  monkey  described. 


This  Gazell  has  been  defcribed  by 
Pennanty  under  the  name  of  the  blue 
Antelope  -,  and  by  Buffon,  under  that  of 
the  Tzeran.  This  laft  mentioned  natu- 
ralifl  has  added  a drawing  of  part  of  its 

horns  5 
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horns } it  is  fcarce  and  very  little  known, 
ibr  during  the  whole  time  of  my  being  in 
Africa,  I never  faw  but  three,  and  one  of 
thefe  was  prefented  to  the  Governor  fome 
years  after  while  I refided  at  Cape  Town  ; 
it  came  as  well  as  mine  from  the  valley 
Soete-Melky  the  only  canton  where  they 
are  to  be  found,  I had  been  allured  there 
\uere  fome  in  the  country  of  the  great 
Na?naquois  ; but  notwithHanding  ' alh  my 
information  and  enquiries,  I found  I had 
been  deceived  in  this  particular  ; for  all 
the  lavages  which  inhabit  that  country 
have  alTured  me  they  knew  nothing  of  it. 
I had  been  informed  likewife  that  the  fe- 
males had  horns  as  well  as  the  males.  I 
can  fay  nothing  to  this,  as  all  I faw  were 
of  the  latter  fort.  Their  prevailing  colour 
is  light  blue,  rather  inclining  to  the  grey  ; 
the  belly  and  the  whole  inner  part  of  the 
legs  are  as  white  as  fnow,  and  its  head  is 
beautifully  fpotted  with  white.  I never 
remarked  that  the  llcin  of  this  animal 
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while  living,  refembled  blue  velvet,  but 
changed  its  colour  when  dead  ; as  we  are 
aiTured  by  M.  Sparman.  Dead  or  living 
I never  perceived  any  difference  ; the  co- 
lour of  thofe  I had  never  varied.  I have 
feen  one  of  them  at  Amfterdam,  (which 
they  have  had  there  thefe  fifteen  years) 
that  exadlly  refembles  the  Governor’s,  àt 
the  Cape  ; it  is  in  better  prefervation  than  . 
mine,  but  in  other  refpedts  the  fame.  I‘ 
cannot  help  adding  in  this  place,  that  I did 
not  know  this  animal  from  the  engravings 
I had  formerly  feen  of  it.  With  my  de- 
fcription  I fhall  give  a very  exadt  drawing 
of  this  creature,  taken  on  the  fpot. 

The  next  day,  the  air  being  frefh  and 
pleafant,  we  travelled  for  fix  hours,  till  we 
gained  the  borders  of  a confiderable  lake, 
which  abounds  in  little  tortoifes;  we  caught 
about  twenty  of  them,  and  when  broiled 
they  are  excellent  food.  They  are  about 
feycn  or  eight  inches  long,  and  four  inches 
. ' over  ; 
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over  ; the  fhell  is  of  a light  grey  colour, 
rather  inclining  to  yellow;  while  living 
they  have  a difagreeable  fmell  which  is  loft 
in  dreffing. 

It  is  remarkable  that  when  the  excef- 
five  heats  have  dried  up  all  the  water,  in 
proportion  as  the  furface  becomes  dry,  the 
Tortoifes  bury  themfelves  at  different 
depths  in  the  earth,  where,  if  not  dif- 
turbed,  they  remain  in  a torpid  ftate,'  nei- 
ther ihewing  themfelves  nor  awaking  ’till 
the  return  of  the  rainy  feafon.  They  lay 
their  eggs  in  the  open  air,  on  the  borders 
of  the  fmall  lakes  and  moors,  and  leave 
to  the  fun  the  care  of  hatching  them. 
Thefe  eggs  (which  are  about  the  fize  of 
thofe  laid  by  pigeons)  are  very  well  ta- 
fted,  the  white  never  hardens  from  dref- 
ing,  but  remains  a tranfparent  blue  jelly. 

' I am  unacquainted  whether  this  method 
of  burying  themfelves  is  an  inffindt  com- 

K 4 mon 


I<î6  TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 

I 

mon  to  all  the  different  .fpecies  of  Tor^, 
toifes,  but  I found,  whenever  I had  an  in- 
clination for  any  of  thefe,  that  it  was  only 
neceffary  to  turn  up  the  earth  in  the  places 
where  the  water  had  remained  longefl, 
when  I never  failed  to  procure  as  many  of 
them  as  I pleafed. 

This  kind  of  Tortoife  hunt,  if  I may  fo 
call  it,  was  not  new  to  me  ; when  at  Su- 
* rinam  I remember  to  have  feen  the  fame 
ûratagem  made  ufe  of  to  take  two  fpecies 
of  fifh,  the  one  called  Varrappe,  the  other 
Gorref,  or  Kwikwi,  which  likewife  bury 
themfelves  in  the  earth. 

Our  waggons,  which  were  placed  on  the 
borders  of  the  lake,  affrighted  the  Gazells 
that  frequented  it,  and  prevented  them 
from  drinking.  The  Bontibocks,  efpecial- 
ly,  come  for  this  purpofe,  to  the  number 
of  two  thouiands  in  a flock  5 and  I am 
perfuaded,  that  of  Bubales,  Gazells  of  all 
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fpecies,  Zebras  and  Oftrichs,  I had  in  my 
view,  at  one  time,  not  lefs  than  four  or  five 
jthoufand.  I only  wifhed  for  an  Oftrich, 
but  it  was  impoflible  to  approach  them. 
The  other  animals,  though  fearful,  ' were 
often  within  gun  (hot  ; but  as  I was  not 
in  want  of  provifions,  I did  not  wifh  to 
deftroy  them. 

There  was  only  the  Breed-7'tver  and 
the  Klip -river f between  Swillendam  and 
the  fpot  I now  occupied  j I wilhed  to 
fee  that  colony,  where  I intended  to  pafs 
fome  days,  and  take  a particular  view  of 
all  the  animals  I had  collected.  I fet  off 
accordingly,  and  we  arrived  there  early 
the  next  day. 

Of  all  the  rivers  we  had  eroded  in  this 
country,  the  Diep-river,  and  the  Breed- 

river  are  the  mod  confiderable  : the  others 

* 

fcarcelv  deferve  the  name  of  rivulets  du- 
ring  the  heats,  though,  in  the  rainy  feafon, 

they 
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they  fwell  to  furious  torrents,  and  cut  off 
all  communication  with  the  Cape. 

I ffayed  feveral  days  at  Swellendam,'" 
with  Mr.  Ryneveld,  bailiff  of  the  place, 
who  treated  me  with  the  greateft  civility. 
I found  my  two  waggons  were  overloaded, 
and  wifhed  to  procure  fome  other  car- 
riage; this  generous  hoft  had  one  con- 
ftrufted  with  two  wheels,  which,  at  my 
departure,  he  prefented  me  with,  and 
likewife  a profulion  of  frefli  provifion. 

I hired  fome  additional  Hottentots  ; 
recruited  my  ftock  of  live  animals  with 

feveral  oxen,  fome  goats,  a^'cow  to  fur- 

* 

nifh  me  with  milk,  and  a cock  ; this 
laff  I confidered  as  a kind  of  natural  alarm, 
which  would  ferve  to  wake  me  of  a 
morning. 

•i 

Every  naturalift,  I might  fay  every 
countr}^  clown,  kno\vs  that  the  cock  crows 

regularly 
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regularly  in  the  courfe  of  the  night,  at  the  • 
fame  hour  ; and  that  he  never  fails  to  an- 
nounce the  approach  of  day. 

I can’t  conceive  that  there  was  any  thing 
to  ridicule  in  this  precaution,  which,  if 
not  neceffary,  was,  at  lead:  amufing  ; yet 
the  critics,  in  more  than  one  public  paper, 
have  been  pleafed  to  divert  themfeives  at, 
my  expence,  on  that  account.  They  have 
aflured  the  public  in  my  name,  that  I 
meant  the  cock  Ihould  ferve  as  a fubfli- 
tute  for  my  watch,  in  cafe  it  happened 
to  be  deranged  by  any  accident.  They 
have  added,  with  the  fame  temper,  in  an 
other  place,  that  ‘‘  meeting  for  the  firfl 
time  with  a lion,  we  gazed  proudly  on 
each  other,  and  then  pafled  quietly  on, 
mutually  fatisfied  with  our  majeftic  coun- 
tenances.” But,  'notwithftanding  thefe 
gentlemen  chofe  to  be  pleafant  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  I found  my  expectations,  in  behalf 
of  the  cock,  were  not  deceived } he  ever 

roofled 
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.roofted  on  my  tent,  or  waggon,  and  re- 
gularly announced  the  firlT:  appearance 
of"  aurora  ; he  foon  became  familiar,  and 
never  wandered  from  my  camp  ; or  if,  in 
fearch  of  provifion,  he  ftrayed  farther 
than  ufual,  the  approach  of  night  con- 
ftantly  brought  him  back.  When  pufued 
by  a fmall  quadruped,  of  the  pole-cat  kind, 
I have  feen  him>  half  running,  half  flying, 
make  the  befl:  of  his  way  home,  and  cry- 
ing, as  if  for  help,  with  all  his  might  ; 
when  one  or  other  of  my  dogs  never  fail- 
ed to  haflen  to  his  refeue. 

An  animal  which  rendered  me  flill  morp 
eflential  fervice,  .whofe  diverting  prefence 
has  fufpended,  nay,  even  diflipated  a num- 
ber of  difagreeahle  and  painful  reflcdlionsi 
and  whofe  provident  inflindt  feemed  to 
outffrip  the  efforts  of^my  reafon,  was  a 
monkevj  of  that  kind  commonly  known 
at  the  Cape  under  the  name  of  Bcnviaiu. 
He  was  very  familiaiy  and  particularly 

attached 
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attached  to  me  ; I made  him  my  tafter. 
Whenever  we  found  any  fruits,  or  roots, 
unknown  to  my  Hottentots,  we  never 
attempted  to  eat  them  ’till  they  had  been 
prefented  to  KeeSf  and  if  rejcdied  by  him, 
we  concluded  they  were  either  difagree- 
able,  or  dangerous,  and  abandoned  them 
accordingly.  Animals  of  the  monkey 
kind  feem  diftinguilhcd  from*'  others  by 
their  fimilarity  to  the  human  fpecies. 

Nature  has  furnifhed  this  creature  with 
an  equal  quantity  of  gluttony  and  curiofity; 
without  appetite  he  will  tafte  every  thing 
that  is  prefented  to  him  ; without  necef- 
fity  he  will  examine  every  thing  he  can 
lay  his  paws  on.  Kees  polTeired  another 
quality  ftill  more  eftimable  than  thofe  I 
have  already  mentioned  : His  extreme  vi- 

gilence  rendered  him  my  greatcft  fafe- 
guard  both  day  and  night.  The  approach 
of  the  fmalleft  danger  roufed  him  in  an 
indant  ; by  his  cries  and  frighted  geftures 

we 
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we  received  intimation  of  the  enemy,  even 
before  my  dogs  fufpcâ:ed  it.  They  were 
. accuftomed  to  his  voice  and  manner,  and 
feemed  to  rely  fo  much  on  his  care,  that 
they  flept  at  their  eafe  ; and  I was  not 
without  my  fears,  that  if  death  ihould  de- 
prive me  of  my  faithful  guardian,  I fhould 
not  find  that  fecurity  from  them  I had 
flattered  myfelf  with,  and  which  I thought 
I had  a right  to  expc6l.  When  once  Kees 
had  raifed  them,  they  feemed  very  atten- 
tive to  his  flgnals;  they  watched  his  eyes 
and  motions,  and  I obferved  never  failed  to 
• run  all  together  towards  the  fpot  that  his 
looks  were  directed  to.  I often  took  him 
a fliooting  with  me  j what  gambols  ! what 
exp  reliions  of  joy  ! would  he  manifefl;  on 
feeing  me  prepare  to  depart  ; he  would  leap 
upon  and  carefs  me,  feeming  by  his  looks 
and  adlions  to  entreat  me  to  hallen  my 
departure,  and  exprefs  his  gratitude  for 
admitting  him  to  be  of  my  party. 
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During  our  journey  he  would  amufe 
himfelf  with  climbing  the  trees  to  fearch 
for  gum,  which  he  was  very  fond  of  ; 
fometimes  he  difcovcred  honey  in  the 
crevices  of  the  rock,  or  in  hollow  trees  j 
but  when  he  happened  not  to  find  any 
thing  of  this  fort,  and  his  appetite,  fharp- 
ened  by  fatigue  and  exercife,  urged  him 
more  forcibly  to  feek  a fupply,  a feene 
commenced  which,  to  me,  was  extreme- 
ly entertaining:  In  thefe  emergencies  he 

would  dig  for  roots,  which,  when  founds 
were  prefen tly  demolifhed.  He  feemed 
particularly  fond  of  a kind  which,  un- 
luckily for  hirn,  I alfo  found  extremely 
good  and  refrefhi ng,  and  ever  obftinately 
perfifted  in  partaking  with  him. 

• was  artful  j and  if  he  happened  to  find 

any  of  this  root  when  I was  at  a diftance 
from  him,  in  order  to  prevent  my  coming  in- 
fer my  fhare,  would  eat  it  up  with  the 

greatefi 
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greatefl  eagernefs,  fixing,  at  the  fame  timé;^ 
his  eyes  ardently  on  me  ; and  féeming  to 
calculate,  by  the  diftance  I was  at,  the 
time  I fhould  be  getting  to  him.  I ob- 
ferved  his  haftc  was  ever  in  proportion  to 
the  danger  he  fuppofed  he  run  of  looling 
a part  of  his  prize  ; and,  in  general,  he  was 
too  quick  for  me  ; but  fometimes,  having 
found  more  than  he  had  time  to  make  away 
with,  he  would  endeavour  to  conceal  it 
on  my  coming  up  with  him  ; on  thefe  oc- 
cafions  I ufually  favoured  him  with  a 
good  box  on  the  ear,  which  never  failed 
to  make  him  give  up  the  refidue,  when  he 
was  obliged  to  content  himfelf  with  the 
part  I chofe  to  allot  him.  Kees  never  en- 
tertained any  animofity,  though  I fome- 
times gave  him  occafion,  by  keeping  the 
whole,  to  relied:  on  that  greedy  felfifhnefs . 
of  which  he  had  fet  the  example. 

\ 

He  had  a very  ingenious  method  of 
coming  at  thefe  roots,  which  ufed  to 

amufc 
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fimufe  me  extremely:  He  took  the  tuft 

of  leaves  between  his  teeth,  then  bearing 
upon  his  fore  paws,  forced  back  his  head, 
and  generally  drew  out  the  root  to 
which  they  adhered.  When  this  means, 
which  required  all  his  ftrength,  happened 
to  fail,  he  again  took  hold  of  it  clofer  to. 
the  earth,  and  giving  a fudden  fpring, 
.never  failed  to  draw  it  up  with  him. 

In  our  walks,  when  he  found  himfelf 
fatigued,  he  would  mount  upon  the  back 
of  one  or  other  of  my  dogs,  who  ufually 
had  the  complaifance  to  carry  him,  even  ■ 
for  hours  together;  but  there  was ^ one 
among  them  bigger  and  ftronger  than  the 
reft,  and  who  ought  rather  to  have  oifered 
his  fervice  on  thefe  occafions,  that  had  a 
droll  method  of  getting  rid  of  his  burthejn  : 
The  moment  he  felt  Kees\x^oi\  his  flioulders 
he  became  immoveable,  and  fuiîered  me 
to  proceed  with  the  reft  of  the  dogs  with- 
out ftirring  from  the  fpot.-  Kees,  rather 
VOL.  I.  iï  obftinate' 


146  TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 

obftinate  on  his  part,  would  ufually  main- 
tain his  feat  ’till  I had  almoft  got  out  of 
fight;  when,  fearful  of  being  left  behind, 
he  was  conftrained  to  alight  ; and  then 
both  monkey  and  dog  ufed  to  fet  off  full 
fpeed  to  rejoin  us  ; but  I obferved  the  dog 
always  let  Kees  keep  a head,  taking  care 
that  he  fhould  not  furprife  him  a fécond 
time.  Hè  had  acquired  over  the  refl:  of 
my  pack  an  afcendency,  which  was, 
doubtlefs,  owing  to  the  fuperiority  of  his 
inftind:  ; for  with  animals  as  among  men, 
it  is  frequently  obfervable,  that  addrefs 
fubdues  ftrength. 

Kees  never  cared  to  have  company  at  his 
meals;  and  when  any  of  my  dogs  approached 
too  near  his  mefs,  he  was  fure  to  treat 
them  with  a box  on  the  ear,  which  was' 
always  fufficient  to  make  the  cowardly 
animals  make  the  befl  ufe  of  their  legs. 


One 
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One  fingularity  which  I never  could 
account  for,  was,  that  next  to  the  ferpent, 
he  was  moll:  afraid  of  his  own  fpecies* 
Whether  he  was  fenfible  that  his  prefent 
domeftic  ftate  had  deprived  him  of  part 
of  his  faculties,  or  was  fearful  that  any 
other  fhould  partake  of  my  kindnefs  ; for  I 
could  eahly  have  taken  fome  wild  ones,  and 
tamed  them  ; but  I never  had  any  fuch 
intention  ; I had  an  attachment  for  Kees, 
which  prevented  my  wilhing  for  any  othcT 
of  his  kind. 

He  ibmctimes  heard  thé  monkeys 
fcreaming  in  the  mountains  j and,  not- 
withftanding  his  fears*  feemed  inftindive- 
ly  to  anfwer  their  cries  ; blit  when  any  one 
appeared,  he  ran  with  the  utmoft  preci- 
pitation, and  trembling  with  fear,  leefhed 
to  implore  our  protections 

At  thefe  times  we  always  had  enough  to 
do  to  calm  his  terror.  He  was  a great 

L 2 thief. 
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thief,  which  is  a fault  common  to  donieflic 
animals  ; but  in  Kees  this  vice  feemed  a 
talent,  the  ingenuity  of  which  I could  not 
help  admiring.  My  people,  who  were 
not  always  inclined  to  take  his  thieveries 
in  good  part,  frequently  correftcd  him  ; 
but  it  was  all  in  vain,  they  never  could 
reform  him  in  this  particular.  He  knew 
perfedlly  well  how  to  untie  the  cords 
which  faflened  the  balkets,  in  order  to 
help  himfelf  to  provifion,  efpecially  milk, 
which  he  was  very  fond  of,  and  feveral 
times,  in  confequence  of  this,  I have  been 
obliged  to  go  without.  I fometimes  beat 
him  myfelf  for  his  mifehievous  tricks,  ■ 
after  which  he  ufually  made  his  efcape, 
and  would  not  return  to  the  tent  ’till  it 
began  to  grow  dark. 

I have  hung  on  thefe  details  with  plea- 
fure.  If  they  do  not  tend  to  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  mankind,  they  are  interefting  to  a 
foul  like  mine,  delighted  with  the  mofl 
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fimple  objeds  ; recolleding  with  pleafure 
my  inncM:ent  pafHihes,  my  days  of  peace, 
and  only  moments  of  my  life  in  which  I 
w as  fenfible  of  the  whole  value  of  my  ex- 
Lftence. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

I 


/FICELITV  OF  A DGG' — THE  AUTHOR^S  REFLEC- 
TIONS ON  LIBERTY— MANNER  OF  PASSING 
HIS  TIME  IN  CAMP  — REMITS  HIS  COLLEC- 
TION  TO  THE  CAPE — CROSSES  A RIVER  ON 
RAFTS — ARRIVES  AT  MUSCLE  BAY. 


WHILE  I remained  at  Swillendam, 
the  friendly  behaviour  of  my  hoft 
infpired  me  with  the  liveliefl;  gratitude  ; 
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but  It  was  a life  not  fuiting  my  humour, 
therefore,  as  foon  as  my  cart  was  finifhed, 
I placed  in  it  my  kitchen  utcnfils,  and 
without  delay  proceeded  on  my  journey, 
on  the  1 2 th  of  January,  1782,  From  the 
information  I had  gained,  I took  an 
eafterly  courfe,  keeping  a convenient  dif- 
tance  from  the  fea.  The  corn  farms 
" reached  no  further  on  this  flde,  the  mode- 
rate price  that  article  bears,  not  being  equi^ 
valent  to  the  expence  and  difficulty  of 
fending  it  to  town. 

I paffed  a little  river  called  Buffias  ; and 
after  two  days  journey,  arrived  at  a wood 
named  le  Bois  de  grand  Pere.  I deter- 
mined to  ftay  here  'till  the  next  day,  and 
prepared  accordingly,  wifhing  to  explore 
the  wood.  In  calling  my  dogs,  I obferved 
that  a little  bitch,  named  Rofette,  which 
I was  very  fond  of,  was  wanting.  Con- 
.cerned  at  its  abfence  (as  it  was  a real  lofs 
to  niy  pack)  I enquired  of  all  my  people 

whether 
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whether  they  had  feen  her  on  the  road  ; 
one,  only,  affured  me  he  had  fed  her  in  the 
morning.  After  an  hour  or  two  fpent  in 
fruitlefs  fearches,  I fent  out  my  Hotten- 
tots to  call  on  all  fidçs,  and  fired  my  piece 
feveral  times,  thinking  the  report  might 
reach,  and  put  her  on  the  fcent.  When 
I faw  thefe  endeavours  did  not  fucceed,  I 
ordered  one  of  the  men  to  mount  my 
horfe,  and  return  ' the  way  we  came,  di- 
recting him  to  fpare  no  pains  in  tracing  my 
favorite. 

In  about  four  hours  we  faw  the  mef- 
fenger  returning  on  the  full  gallop, 
carrying  before  him,  on  the  pommel  of 
the  faddle,  a chair  and  a large  bafket  ; 
Rofette  was  running  before,  appearing  as 
pleafed  to  fee  me,  as  I was  fatisfied  with 
her  return. 

This  Hottentot  informed  me  he  had 
found  her  at  about  two  leagues  diflance, 

L 4 feated 
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feated  in  the  road,  by  the  hde  of  the  chair 
and  balket,  which  had  dropped  from  our 
waggon  without  being  perceived.  I had 
heard  much  of  the  fidelity  of  dogs,  in  fimi- 
lar  cafes  ; but  this  was  the  firfi;  infiiance  I 
had  ever  witnefied, 

I own  the  little  recital  afîeâ:ed  me  ; and 
the  proof  Ihe  had  given  of  her  attachment 
made  her  ftill  more  valuable.  If  my  man 
had  not  been  fuccefsful  in  his  fearch,  fhe 
mufi;  have  perilhed  with  hunger,  or  have 
been  a prey  to  fome  wild  beafi:.  The  guns 
I had  fired  to  bring  her  in  fprung  no 
game^  and  afurvey  of  the  forefl  convinced 
me  we  ihould  find  none  on  this  fpot;  I de- 
termined, therefore,  to  continue  our  route 
on  the  morrow. 

We  had  travelled  about  four  leagues,  when 
'in  eroding  a river,  my  cart  overfet,  and  the 
fed;  of  the  day  was  employed  in  diving 
after,’,  and  dr^dng,  my  kitchen  furniture, 

and 
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4nd  the  other  utenfils  it  contained.  A great 
part  of  my  china,  which  was  broken,  we 
left  behind  ; very  fortunately,  I had  a re- 
fer ve  in  the  waggon. 

In  the  evening  we  purfued  our  way  for 
three  leagues  : we  were  then  hopped  by  - 
the  river  Duyvenochs,  which  was  not 
fordable  at  that  time.  The  country  round 
being  covered  with  wood,  I flattered  myfelf 
I fliould  meet  with  fome  curious  birds 
and  infeds  ; therefore  refolved  to  wait 
here  ’till  the  river  funk,  and  ordered  my 
Hottentots  to  pitch  the  tents  on  the  bor- 
der of  the  wood,  aiid  eredl  fome  iiuts 
for  themfelves. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  environs  hear- 
ing of  my  arrival,  came  with  great  kind- 
nefs  on  a vifit.  Though  it  was*diflurbiiig 
me  in  this  charming  retreat,  I was 
obliged  to  bear  their  obliging  reproaches, 
for  not  vifiting  their  habitations,  to  which 

they 
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they  urged  me  by  every  poflible  method  j 
telling  me  the  number  of  curious  travel- 
lers they  had  entertained;  and  naming, 
among  others,  Mr.  Sparman.  Though 
the  example  was  very  refpedable,  I could 
not  be  perfuaded  to  leave  my  camp.  I de- 
termined, in  the  future  courfe  of  my  tra- 
vels, not  to  hop  at  any  habitation  ; to  be 
free  day  and  night  ; to  have,  perpetually, 
under  my  infpedlion,  my  attendants  and 
- carriages  ; in  Ihort,  not  to  facrifice  my  time, 
which  was  precious,  to  the  abfurd  recitals, 
foolhli  tales,  and  idle  quelHons,  with 
wliich  thecolonifts  abound,  It  was  like- 
wiie  neceffary  to  be  fparing  of  my  brandy, 
with  which  I was  ever  obliged  to  wet 
their  un  in  te  re  fling,  tedious  difeourfes  ; 
I therefore  thanked  the  gentlemen  for 
their  kind  invitations  ; but  at  the  fan>e 
time  flriâJy  adhered  to  my  refolution* 

The  example  of  Mr.  Sparman  was  no- 
thii?g  to  me;  our  purfuits  were  different, 

, confe- 
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confequently  our  ideas  were  not  likely  to 
accord  j the  day  was  fufficient  for  his  bo- 
tanical fearches,  but  I frequently  palTed 
whole  nights  in  hunting,  and  Ihould, 
therefore,  have  been  obliged  to  diflurb  and 
otherwife  derange  my  entertainers,  or  alter 
my  cuftom,  neither  of  which  I Ihould  cafily 
have  fubmitted  to.  Another  motive,  purely 
perfonal,  may,  in  a few  words,  give  a true 
idea  of  a temper  which  inftigated  me 
to  this  plan  of  life  ; and  if  the  reader  finds 
a- trait  of  fclf-love  in  it,  my  age,  my  coun- 
try, education,  and  the  difficulties  I have 
encountered,  mufi;  plead  my  excufe, 

I acknowledge,  the  force  of  cuftom  in 

civilized  focicty,  is  often  pleaded  by  thofe 

inanimate  beings  who  chufe  to  faunter  on 

in  one  dull  uniform  track  : but  habituated 
• ^ 

at  Surinam  from  my  youth  to  freedom, 
every  infringement  (to  me)  feemed  a tax 
on  liberty.  Man,  juftly  proud  of  his  fu- 
periority  over  the  irrational  creation,  fhould 

not 
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not  be  eircumfcribed  in  his  fteps,  and  I 
have  ever  cautioufly  avoided  beaten  paths, 
or  fixed  maxims. 

In  the  midft  of  the  deferts,  furrounded 
by  the  rocks  and  forefts  of  Africa,  my  in- 
dependence was  compleat;  there  I was 
fure  to  fee  no  trace  of  human  art  but  what 
myfelf  fliould  form  ; it  was  there  I truly 
found  that  man  was  lord  of  the  creation. 
This  humour  marked  the  early  part  of  my 
life,  and  is  the  pure  and  natural  fentiment 
of  liberty,  which  repulfes  with  difdain 
every  infringement  on  its  right  ; many  rea- 
fons  attached  me  to  thefe  principles,  and 
I fo  well  adhered  to  them,  that  I never 
broke  on  my  original  plan  but  once,  du- 
ring my  travels. . 

«• 

To  give  fome  idea  of  our  order  and  ufual 
occupations,  when  we  put  up  at  night,  I 
dept  in  my  tent,  or  waggon  j at  break  of 
day,  awakened  by  the  crowing  of  my  cock. 
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-I  prepared  coffee  for  ^breakfaft,  while  my 
Hottentots  on 'their  part  were  employed  in 
cleaning  and  preparing  'the  oxen  ; at  fun- 
rife  I took  my  gun,  and  attended  by  my 
monkey,  fearched  ^bout  until  ten  o’clock, 
on  our  return  I 'ever  found  the  tent  clean 
-fwept  ; ’this  was  particularly  the  buhnefe 
of  an  old  African,  called  Swanepoel,  who 
was  not  able  to  follow  us  on  foot,  therefore 
flayed  behind  to  keep  all  in  order. 

'I -had  ’ndt  'much  furniture  ‘in  my  tent, 

♦ 

the  utenfîls’confîfted  of  two' chairs,  a table, 

*on" which  Ldiffé<âed  my  animals,  and'fome 

inflrumentS'for  preparing  them.  - 1 ufually 
» 

employed  myfelf  that  way  ‘from  ten  ’till 
twelve 'O’clock,  or  in  arranging  the  differ- 
'ent  infects* I had  procured  in  the  drawers. 

‘ My’ tiiethod  of  dining  was  not  very  fump- 
tuous;  d placed  on  my  knee  a bit  of  plank 
covered  with  a napkin,  and  was  then  fer- 
ved  with  a fingle  plate  of  roafl  or  boiled 
meat;  this  frugal  mCfll  ended,  I-  returned- 
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to  my  work,  if  I had  not  finifhed  it  before, 
after  which  I went  a hunting  ’till  fun  fet. 
On  my  return  I pafled  fome  hours  in  fet- 
ing down  in  the  journal,  my  obfervations, 
acquifitions,  and  all  the  tranfadtions  of  the 
day  ; during  this  time  my  men  were  em- 
ployed in  gathering  the  cattle  round  the 
tent } my  goats,  after  being  milked,  laying 
down  to  ileep  with  the  dogs. 

t 

Our  bufinefs  done,  and  a great  fire  made, 
we  fat  down  in  a circle,  and  while  I was 
taking  tea,  the  men  were  fmoaking  their 
pipes,  and  telling  ftories  fo  very  ridiculous, 
that  they  occafioned  me  much  mirth.  I 
took  great  pleafure  in  feeing  them  chear- 
ful,  and  my  freedom  and  good  humour  ba- 
nifhed  in  thofe  meetings  timidity  and  fear  ^ 
the  difpute  then  was  whofe  ftory  Ihould 
mofi:  amufe,  and  the  profound  filence 
which  reigned  among  us,  might  have  flat- 
tered the  moll  expert  reciter. 


Sometimes 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


159 


Sometimes  indeed,  more  pleafed  with 
.my  own  refleiftions,  I felt  myfelf  drawn  by 
an  involuntary  impulfe  to  contemplate  the 
beauties  of  a calm  and  ferene  evening,  after 
the  heat  and  fatigues  of  the  day.  In  what 
lively  colours  does  memory  frequently 
paint  thofe  charming  peaceful  habitations  Î 
Mcthinks  I am  feated  in  my  camp,  fur- 
rounded  by  my  people,  a plant— a flower — 
a piece  of  rock,  fcattered  here  and  there— 
nothing  efcapes  my  recolled;ion,  and  the 
charming  idea  interefls,  amufes  and  de- 
lights me. 

Sometimes  our  difcourfe  led  us  beyond 
the  ufual  hour,  and  I muft  own,  thefe  un- 
educated people  had  often  ftrokes  of  wit 
and  humour  in  their  converfation  that  fur- 
prifed  me  : I queftioned  them  particularly 
on  Colben,  and  the  different  accounts  au- 
thors give  of  their  religion,  laws  and  cuf- 
toms  ; fome  of  thefe  interrogatories  would 
occafion  them  to  laugh  in  my  face,  at  other 

' times 
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times  they  were  downright  angry,  fuppo- 
fing  thefe  enquiries  were  meant  either  to 
teaze,  or  undervalue  their  faculties  and 
knowledge.  I fometimes  defcribed  that  fet 
of  beings,  who  in  great  cities,  procure  by 
their  finelTe  an  elegant  fubfiftence,  and  are 
entitled  Chevaliers  d'lndujlre',  I reprefented 
in  a thoufand  forms  the  tricks  of  thefe 
camelions,  and  painted  them  in  the  mofl 
flatterin^g  colours  ; with  what  pleafure  did 
I fee  my  Hottentots  unanimoufly  prefer 
the  hmplicity  of  their  country  to  thefe  fe- 
ducing  pid:ures ; looking  on  fuch  refources 
as  vile  and  illiberal  in  men,  who  boaft 
a fuperiority  over  thofe  who  are  only  in-» 
ftruâred  by  nature. 

Worthy  injured  people  ! whom  fo  many 
have  taken  pleafure  to  reprefent  as  unna*^ 
tural  mongers,  devouring  each  other,  an 
infant  might  lead  ye  ! Peaceful  Hotten- 
tots ! behold  with  difdain  thofe  har/li  in- 
vaders w’ho  fiifl:  reduced  to  flavery,  then 

b-afely 
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bafely  traduced  and  placed  ye  on  a level 
with  the  brutes* 

My  animals  were  fd  accuflomed  to  mix 
with  us,  that  I was  frequently  obliged  to 
difturb  feveral  before  I could  enter  iny 
tent.  I had  fome  flieep  which  I referved 
in  cafe  of  fcarcity  j and  I took  particular 
care  of  fome  old  ones  who  were  very  fer- 
viceable  in  accuftoming  the  new  comers  td 
feed  near  my  camp* 

This  part  of  the  country  abounded  with 
partridges,  they  were  of  three  different 
fpecies*  one  of  which  was  as  large  as  a 
pheafant  ; thefe  were  our  common  food, 
and  we  frequently  boiled  twenty  at  a time, 
which  mode  of  cooking  afforded  excellent 
broth. 

Here  was  alfo  a fpecies  of  Gazells,  abduf 
the  fize  of  our  European  goats,  whofe 
fkins  were  of  a dark  broWn^  with  fome 
VOL.  I.  M foots 
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fpots  of  white  on  the  thighs  ; they  v/erc 
very  fine  food.  I a. lb  fliot  feveral  of  ano- 
ther kind,  much  fmallcr,  and  which  I lhall 
hereafter  defcribe. 

«» 

My  flay  in  this  place  had  confiderably 
augmented  my  colle(5lion  of  iiiledls,  and 
curious  birds  ; a coloniffc  in  the  environs 
who  was  going  to  the  Cape,  offered  his 
fervice  if  I had  any  commands  i I accept- 
ed it  with  great  fatisfadlion,  configning  to 
his  care  my  little  treafure,  to  be  taken  to 
M.  Boers.  I had  told  that  gentleman,  if 
opportunity  offered,  I would  remit  my  col- 
ledlion  in  parcels  as  I could  to  him,  fince 
by  that  means  they  would  be  in  fafety, 
and  make  room  for  others  I might  gather. 

My  neighbours  ufed  often  to  fend  me  pre- 
fents  of  vegetables,  or  fruits,  and  Mr.  Van- 
werck,  who  lived  near  my  camp,  knowing 
I was  fond  of  milk,  fent  me  a pailful  every 
night,  which  I fhaved  with  my  people. 

Kees 
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Kees  ever  fcented  the  carrier  at  a diilance, 
and  hallened  to  meet  him. 

From  -Swellendaf7i  to  Duyvé?iochs,  the 
paftures  are  good,  and  the, land  much  fu- 
perior  to  that  near  the  Cape  ; it  produces 
excellent  corn,  and  in  great  quantities,  but 
the  colonifts  cultivate  no  more  than  ferves 
for  their  own  coufumption,  fupplying  the 
Cape  only  with  beafls  and  butter.  There 
are  likewifc  fome  vinyards,  but  the  wine 
is  bad,  ferving  only  for  the  Brandy  or  Vi- 
negar which  is  confumed  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

a 

On  the  twenty-feventh,  the  river  being 
greatly  funk,  we  eroded  it  without  danger, 
and  alfo  Falfe  River.  After  thirteen  hours 
travel  we  reached  that  of  the  Goiis^  or 
Gourits,  where  we  were  obliged  to  flop, 
for  it  was  impoffible  to  crofs  it,  being  as 
wide  as  that  part  of  the  Seine  that  fronts 
the  King’s-gardens,  at  Paris,  Some  great 
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inundation  mull  have  overwhelmed  part 
of  the  country,  through  which  it  takes  its 
courfe  ; for  in  this  feafon  it  is  ordinarily 
like  the  others,  a fordable  rivulet.  On  the 
borders  grow  quantities  of  large  thorny 
trees,  as  the  Mimofa,  'NiloticG  ; it  likewife 
abounds  with  partridges,  of’  that  kind 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  call 
F ej ants. 

After  three  days  encampment,  as  the 
river  did  not  fink,  and  being  impatient  to 
continue  my  rout,  I determined  to  con- 
flrud:  a raft,  and  for  that  purpofe  felled 
fome  large  trees  ; the  bark  anfw'ering  the 
purpofe  of  cordage.  This  was  a work  of 
infinite  labour,  being  obliged  to  unload, 
take  our  waggons  to  pieces,  and  carry 
them  and  the  goods  over  at  feveral  turns  ; 
the  cattle  fwam  the  ftream  in  perfed: 
fafety,  neither  they,  the  people,  or  effeds 
fufiaining  the  lead  injury. 

I 

This 

I 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


1^5 

This  attsmpt  anfwering  fo  well,  gave  me 
frelh  courage,  though  it  coft  us  three  days 
hard  toil,  not  allowing  us  even  time  for 
hunting  : In  all  our  labour  I ever  fet  the 
example,  working  as  much  as  any  of  the 
Hottentots  ; in  this  inftance  it  was  parti- 
cularly riecedary,  for  our  common  fafety, 
to  ufe  difpatch  in  quitting  our  fituation, 
which  was  fo  barren,  that  had  our  ftay 
been  prolonged,  the  cattle  muft  have  pe- 
riflied  with  hunger. 

The  waggons  being  put  together  and  re- 
loaded, we  continued  our  way,  travelling 
fourteen  leagues  in  two  days,  which  brought 
us  to  Mufcle  Bay,  this  in  the  charts  bears 
the  name  of  Bay  Saint  Blaife  ; the  anchor- 
age here  is  very  dithcult,  on  account  of 
the  craggy  rocks  that  furround  it,  and  ex- 
tend far  into  the  fea  j but  on  the  North- 
fide  there  is  a flat  fhore,  of  no  great  extent, 
yvhere  fliallops  may  approacli  with  ftfety. 
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A number  of  good  habitations  are  fcat- 
tered  about  the  adjoining  country,  which 
are  a refource  to  vedels  that  anchor  in  the 
bay.  We  here  procured  Oyllers  in  great 
quantities  ; fometimes  we  angled,  and  by 
this  means  furni/hed  ourfelves  with  plenty 
of  excellent  fifli,  as  we  had  more  than  we 
could  ufe,  I caufed  part  of  them  to  be 
faked,  ' 

Every  night  we  heard  the  bowlings  of 
the  Hyæna,  which  terrified  our  oxen,  but 
by  means  of  the  great  fires  that  furround- 
ed  our  camp,  we  kept  them  at  a diftance. 

A league  from  this  place  there  is  a Kraal, 
of  about  four  huts,  belonging  to  a Hotten- 
tot family,  confifting  of  twenty- five  peo- 
ple 5 I changed  fome  tobacco  with  them 
for  mats,  which  I much  wanted,  I was 
pleafed  with  my  difcovery  of  ^ this  little 
fettiement,  net  lor  the  necelTaries  I re^, 
peiyed  of  them^  but  for  the  advantage  of 
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confidering  their  peaceful  manners.  They 
had  five  cows  and  a fmall  flock  of  flieep; 
in  the  proper  feafon  the  men  laboured  in 
the  neighbouring  plantation,  earning  what 
procured  them  tobacco,  and  other  little 
neceffaries. 

They  afTured  me,  that  in  the  woods 
V (with  which  the  mountains  are  covered) 
they  fometimes  meet  with  Elephants  and 
Buffaloes,  but  though  I feveral  times 
fearched  for  them,  my  labcfur  was  in  vain, 
neither  my  people  nor  myfelf  difcovering 
any  thing  ; indeed  I faw  once  the  print  of 
an  Elephant’s  foot,  though  almofl:  effaced, 
from  which  I conjectured  that  if  chance 
fhould  fometimes  bring  one  of  thofe  ani- 
mals into  this  neighbourhood,  the  inha- 
bitants purfue  and  oblige  it  (when  they 
cannot  lucceed  in  killing  it)  to  gain  the 
more  diffant  parts. 

M 4 
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CHAP.  IX. 


THE  AUTHOR  CROSSES  THE  RIVER  KLEINr 
PRAK  — DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  COUNTRY  OF 
AUTENIQUAS — POLITELY  RECEIVED  BY  MR. 
MULDER  — SHOOTS  A TOU R ACO— FALLS  INTO 
A PITT. 


ON  the  feventh,  at  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  I left  Mufcle  Bay,  and  at 
one  o’clock  crolled  the  river  called  Klein- 
Braky  which  rifes  in  a wood  behind  the 
chain  of  moiijitains  at  about  a league  from 
|:he  fca,  The  next  day  we  reached  the 

grq^t 
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great  river  of  the  fame  name,  which  is  only 
three  leagues  farther ^ the  tide  flows  a con- 
fiderable  way  up,  and  renders  its  water 
brackifli.  We  were  obliged  to  wait  ’till 
the  ebb,  in  order  to  crofs  without  danger. 
In  this  interval  I fliot  feveral  Pelicans,  and 
Phœnicopteres,  or  Flamingoes,  which 
were  in  great  abundance  ; the  deep  red  of 
the  one,  contrailed  with  the  extreme 
whitenefs  of  the  other,  produces  a very 
pleaflng  affe6l  on  the  eye. 

In  quiting  the  river  we  had  a very  fleep 

mountain  to  afcend,  the  flght  of  it  fome- 

what  alarmed  me,  but  patience,  care  and 

time,  brought  us  to  the  fummit,  when  we 

^ « 

were  well  recompenfed  for  our  fatigue  by 
a beautiful  profped:  that  prefented  itfelf  to 
our  view,  of  one  of  the  finefi;  countries  in 
the  world,  Eaflward  the  vaft  chain  of 
mountains,  covered  with  forefts,  bounded 
the  profped;  ; underneath  an  immenfe  val- 
ley, that  extended  to  the  fea  fliore,  inter- 


I 


170 


• TRAVELS  AFRICA. 


fperfed  with  little  hillocks  of  various  forms; 
the  excellent  paflures,  enameled  with  flow- 
cr,s>  added  a heightening  to  the  fcene, 
which  gave  me  infinite  delight.  This 
eountry  bears  the  name  of  Auteniqiias, 
which  in  the  Hottentot  language  lignifies  a 
man  loaded  with  honey;  in  effedt  you  cannot 
walk  a ftep  without  meeting  with  fwarms 
©fibres.  The  earth  is  covered  with  flowers, 
whofe  mingled  perfumes  delight  the  fmell, 
and  invite  you  to  loiter  in  this  charming 
ipoi:,,  where  every  beauty  that  imagination 
ever  gave  to  fairy-land  feems  rvfalifed  ! 
The.  bells  of  almofl;  all  thefe  flowers  are 
-.impregnated  with  the  ambrofial  dews 
from  which  the  bees  colledt  their  honey  ; 
this  they  depofit  in  hollow  trees,  or  in  the 
.crevices  of  rocks.  My  people  tvilhed  to 
remain  in  this  delightful  place,  but  fearing 
it  might  prove  another  Capua,  I gave  or- 
ders to  continue  our  march  tow'ards  the 
titrer  Wct-lLh^  which  takes  its  name  from 
she  Avoods  that  ihade  the  banks  ; we  had 
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now  travelled  feven  leagues  from  tlie  river 

Klcin-Brak . 

* 


On  the  ninth  we  eroded  feveral  fmall 
rivulets  that  run  from  the  mountains  to  the 
fea,  thefe  waters  have  the  colour  of  Ma- 
deira, and  tafte  of  iron.  Does  this  colour 
and  tafte  proceed  from  fome  mine  which 
they  p’afs  through,  or  from  the  roots  and 
leaves  they  wafh  away  and  bring  with 
them  ? I did  not  give  myfelf  time  to  un- 
ravel this  myftery.  We  were  near  the  i^aft 
poft  maintained  by  the  Company,  which . 
we  gained  after  three  hours  hard  travel. 

I was  now  about  to  bid  adieu  to  every 
veftige  of  human  government,  and  mingle 
with  thofe  beings  who  live  in  a ftate  of 
nature. 

• / 

I 

Mr.  Mulder,  the  commander,  came  to 
receive  me  with  great  friend/hlp  ; he  has 
under  him  an  inferior  onicer  and  ftftr^ai 
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men,  who  have  all  been  foidiers  or  failors 
in  the  company’s  fervice:  Thefe  cut  wood 
for  its  ufe,  and  conllirud  the  waggons 
which  convey  it  to  the  Cape.  This  is  a 
mold  ridiculous  contrivance  ; for,  was 
the  wood  conveyed  to  Mufcle-bay,  one 
fmall  bark  would  tranfport  in  a fingle  * 
voyage,  as  much  as  they  carry,  in  the 
ufuai  manner,  in  three  years,  which  v/ould 
certainly  be  a confiderahle  faving  to  the 
company,  and  of  general  utility  to  the 
colonies,  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Cape-Town,  who  would  not  then  be 
neceffitated  to  burn  only  brulh  faggots, 
which  are  gathered  at  great  expence  in  the 
neighbourhood,  • by  flaves  kept  for  that 
piirpofe;  and  cod;  at  lead;  double  the 
price  of  the  bed.  wood  that  can  be  procured 
in  Paris. 

Would  any  one  believe,  that  the  India 

diredtors  fend  every  year,  from  Amderdam, 

> ' 

feveral  fhips  loaded  with  plank  of  all 

kinds. 
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kinds,  a pafiage  of  more  than  two  thoufand 
leagues,  into  a'  country  abounding  with 
immenfe  forefts  of  the  fined:  timber  in 
the  world  ? But  this  is  accounted  for, 
when  we  are  informed  that  the  company 
furniilies  the  governor  and  officers  with 
all  the  wood  they  want,  delivered  at  their 
habitations  clear  of  expence  ; fo  that  they 
have  no  perfonal  interefi:  that  can  engage 
them  to  extend  their  views  of  adminiftra- 
tion  fo  far  ; or  to  deflroy  an  abufe,  which 
is  contrary  to  the  eafe  and  interefi:  of  the 
colonies. 

All  the  country  of  Aiiteniquasy  from  the 
mountains  to  the  fea,  is  inhabited  by  co- 
lonifts,  who  breed  vafi:  quantities  of  cattle, 
make  butter,  gather  honey,  and  cut  wood, 
all  which  articles  are  fent  to  the  Cape.  I 
was  almofi:  exafperated  to  fee  thefe  people, 
who  have  .fuch  plenty  of  timber  at  hand, 
difpofe  of  all  they  could  cut,  not  building 
themfelves  tenable  houfes,  but  living  in 

mile- 
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miferable  huts,  formed  of  hurdles,  covered 
with  earth.  The  fkin  of  a budàlo,  tied  by 
the  corners  to  four  flakes,  ferves  as  a bed  ; 
a mat  clofes  the  entrance,  which  is  alfo 
the  window  ; two  or  three  broken  chairs, 
fome  pieces  of  plank  by  way  of  table,  and 
a miferable  box  of  about  two  feet  fquare 
compofe  the  whole  furniture  of  one  of  thefe 
dens.  The  extreme  mifery  of  the  dwell- 
ings difagreeably  contrails  the  charms  of 
this  terreflrial  paradife,  whofe  beauties  ex- 
tend beyond  the  limits  of  Auteniquas. 
In  other  refpedls  thefe  people  live  lux- 
urioully  ; they  have  plenty  of  game  and 
fea-fiflr,  and  enjoy  an  advantage  over  the 
other  colonills,  in  having,  all  the  year, 
wfiiout  interruption,  their  gardens  well 
flocked  with  vegetables. 

They  owe  thefe  advantages  both  to  the 
goodnefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  natural  water- 
ings from  the  various  rivulets  that  wind 
and  crofs  each  other  in  a thoufind  different 
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(liredioiis  ; and  lay  under  contribution  (if 
I may  lb  exprefs  mylelf  ) the  four  feafons . 
of  the  year. 

Thefe  ftreams,  which  are  never  dry, 
have  their  four  ce  in  the  high  weftern 
mountains,  which  being  covered  with  im- 
menfe  fo refis,  flop  and  colledl  the  fogs 
and  mifls  that  are  brought  over  them  by 
the  eafl  winds  from  the  lea,  and  occafion 
frequent  rains. 

It  being  convenient  for  me  to  remain 
Ibme  days  v/ith  the  commander,  I broke 
in  upon  my  eflabliflied  plan  ; for  befides 
the  polite  reafons  I had  'for  waiting  on 
him,  his  civility  and  friendlhip  were  ex- 
preded  with  fuch  warmth,  that  I could 
not  pofiibly  excufe  myfelf ; and  perhaps 
he  received  fome  pleafure,*  by  reflcbling  on 
the  charadler  of  kindnefs  and  hofpitality, 
which  in  juflice  I could  not  fiil  to  render 
him,  on  my  return  to  the  Cape, 

I con- 
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I continued,  according  to  my  ufuat 
cuftorn,  to  furvey  the  country  j in  the 
woods  I found  the  prints  of  buffalos  and 
elephants  feet,  which  appeared  frefli  made. 
I alfo  faw  a number  of  different  birds, 
which  were  unknown  to  me,  particularly 
the  Towaco  ; fo  many  incentives  were  not 
necelfary  to  detain  me  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  place  ; efpecially,  as  at  four 
or  five  leagues  diflance  from  Mr.  Mul- 
der’s, I found,  on  the  fkirts  of  a forefl, 
a fituation  very  convenient  for  my  camp. 

Mr.  Mulder  was  preparing  to  depart  for 
the  Cape  ; he  furnifhed  me  with  twenty 
pounds  of  gun-powder  ; and  I profited  by 
this  occafion  to  write  to  my  friends,  and 
remit  to  Mr.  Boers,  a hundred  curious 
birds  and  a box  of  infedts.  I likewife  made 
an  addition  to  my  team  of  oxen,  engaged 
three  more  Hottentots,  and  purchafed  a 
young  horfe,  which  I intended  to  break 
for  hunting. 


On 
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On  the  9th  of  February  I took  leave  of 
Mr.  'and  Madam  Mulder,  with  defign  to 
take  polTeffion  of  the  great  fored:,  and  en^ 
camp  on  the  fpot  which  I had  already 
chofen* 

I had  fent  part  of  my  people  before  me, 
to  cut  down  fome  trees,  clear  away  the 
brambles,  and  make  fome  other  necelTary 
preparations  for  pitching  my  tent,  which 
were  carefully  executed. 

Our  kitchen  was  placed  under  a great 
tree,  which  was  very  convenient  for  that 
purpofe;  my  Hottentots-  arranged  every 
thing  in  the  beft  manner  in  their  power, 
and  conftrudled  themfelves  fome  huts. 
At  about  ten  paces  from  us  was  a limpid 
ftream,  and  at  a little  diftance  a. gentle  hill, 
covered  with  grafs,  for  our  cattle  > who, 
finding  plenty  of  pafture,  were  fure  to  be 
always  at  hand.  Many  conveniences  ren- 
dered this  halt  agreeable  ; but  we  were 
VOL.' I*  N , {everal 
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feveral  times  obliged  to  change  our  fitua- 
tion,  in  quell  of  game;  which,  frighted 
by  the  frequent  firing,  became  fcarce, 
and  would  have  entirely  abandoned  us. 

I was  fometimes  vifited  • by  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  diftrid:,  by  which  means  I 
readily  procured  fruits,  vegetables,  milk, 
and  whatever  they  could  fupply  me  with  ; 
to  fay  the  truth,  their  vifits  cofi:  me  fome 
bottles  of  brandy;  but  as  I was  not  fond 
of  fpirits,  and  never  partook  of  them, 
except  as  a cordial,  my  referve  in  that 
refped  kept  them  within  bounds,  and  the 
wounds  given  to  my  calks  were  not  very 
deep. 

I well  knew,  that  in  the  wood  where  I 
had  fixed  my  camp,  I might  procure  fome 
"Touracos-y  I was  totally  unacquainted  with 
thefe  birds,  but  was  determined  to  go  in 
quefi:  of  one.  I foon  perceived  fome, 
which  I purfued  in  vain,  for  they  always 

perch 
1 ■ 
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perch  on  the  extremities  of  the  highefl 
branches,  and  were  never  within  reach 
of  my  gun.  One  day,  after  dinner,  I pur- 
fued  one  with  great  cagernefs  ; he  was 
hopping  from  bough  to  bough,  and  feemed 
to  mock  my  efforts  for  u whole  hour  ; in 
this  time  I had  followed  him  a'confider- 
able  wayi  impatient  at  not  being  able  to  get 
near  him,  I fired  at  random,  and  at  laftv 
had  the  fatisfad;ion  to  fee  him  fall.  My 
joy  was  inexpreffible ; but  the  worft  was 
to  come,  as  I had  yet  to  find  my  prize. 
I remarked  the  place  where  he  fell,  and 
ran  among  the  brambles  to  pick  it  up  j 
in  my  efforts  to  arrive  at  the  fpot,  I 
violently  tore  my  hands  and  legs,  but  my 
fearch  was  in  vain  ; I examined  every 
bufh,  I beat  the  fame  thicket  twenty 
times  over,  all  my  cares  were  ufelefs  ; the 

T’ouraco  was  no  where  to  be  found. 

\ 

On  refledion  I concluded  that  I had 
only  broken  one  of  its  wings,  which 

N 2 might 
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might  not  prevent  its  getting  a confiderable 
way  from  the  place  where  it  fell;  I therefore 
\Vent  further  on,  continuing  my  fearch 
for  ■ more  than  half  an  hour  ; IHll  no 
Touraco  was  to  be  feen.  I was  in  difpair  ; 
the  thorns  and  briars,  which  had  torn  even 
to  my  face,  added  to  the  vexation  of  lofing 
my  bird,  agitated  me  in  a manner  difficult 
to  be  defcribed  ; and,  in  that  moment, 
nothing  lefs  than  a lion  or  tiger  to  purfue, 
could  have  glutted  my  rage.  A pitiful 
bird — after  fo  much  pains  and  trouble — 

even  after  I had  ffiot  it  to  difappear  ! 

I ftamped  with  my  feet,  and  ilruck  the 

ground  with  my  gun on  a fudden  it 

gave  way,  and  I difappeared  myfelf,  fall- 
ing into  a pit  twelve  feet  deep  ! Aftoniffi- 
ment,  and  the  pain  occafioned  by  my  fall, 
took  place  6f  anger.  I found  myfelf  at 
the  bottom  of  one  of  thofe  covered  fnares 
which  the  Hottentots  dig  for  wild  beafts, 
and  particularly  for  the  elephant. 


When 
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When  I had  a little  recovered  from  mv 
fright,  I began  to  think  of  the  means  of 
extricating  myfelf;  and  was  happy  to  find 
I was  not  impaled  on  the  pointed  ftakes 
which  they  fix  at  tfie  ,bottom  ; happier 
yet,  that  I had  not  met  with  company, 
which  might,  however^  every  moment 
arrive,  particularly  if  I was  obliged  to  re- 
main there  the  whole  night  ; the  approach 
of  which  began  to  deprefs  me  w-ith  terror 
and  conlfernation,  as  it  would  prevent  my 
ufing  the  only  means  in  my  power'  to 
extricate  myfelf  from  this  fatal  place, 
without  aiTiftance.  My  plan  was  to  dig 
an  afeent  on  one  fide,  with  my  hanger  ; 
but  this  would  require  much  time  in  the 
performance  ; I therefore  took  the  re- 
folution  to  charge  my  gun,  which  I con- 
tinued firing  as  often  as  poffible,  hoping 
I fliould  be  heard  at  my  camp.  From  time 
to  time  I liftened,  palpitating  with  impa- 
tience; prefently  I heard  the  report  of  two 
pieces,  which  gave  me  inexprefiible  joy. 

N 3 I made 
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I made  no  doubt  but  my  people  were  feek- 
ing  me,  and  continued  firing  by  inter- 
vals, to  direcfl  them  to  the  fpot.  They  foon 
arrived,  well  armed,  andin  the  greatefi;  con- 
fternation;  for  they  entertained  no  doubt 
but  I was  purfued  by  fome  wild  bsaft; 
infiiead  of  which  they  found  me  caught, 
like  a fox,  in  a trap. 

My  inen  immediately  cut  a large  bough  * 
and  put  it  down  into  the  pit,  by  means 
of  which  I foon  clambered  out.  This 
efcape,  which  I thought  almoil:  as  great 
a deliverance  as  the  prophet  Daniel’s,  did 
not  make  me  forget  the  Touraco  ; my 
dogs  had  followed  the  Hottentots,  and  I 
thought  I lliould  be  able,  by  their  aid,  to 
difeover  it.  I was  not  difappointed  y tliey 
found  him  in  a thicket  of  brambles,  and  the 
pleafure  I felt  at  having  this  charming  bird 
in  my  pofielTion,  made  me  forget  the  pain 
^nd  danger  it  hadoccafioned, 
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1 found  in  his  craw  a kind  of  fruit 
which  they  are  particularly  fond  of,  and  it 
was  to  thofc  trees  I afterwards  reforted, 
either  when  I whhed  to  flioot,  or  fpread 
fnares  to  take  them  alive  ; and,  by  both 
thefe  means,  procured  as  many  as  I 
pleafed.  • / • 

I 

This  bird  is  as  agreeable  in  its  form  and 
plumage,  as  in  the  fweetnefs  and  melody  of 
its  notes  ; it  is  of  a bright  green,  a tuft  of 
the  fame  colour,  bordered  with  white, 
adorns  its  head  ; its  eyes  a bright  red, 
with  a flireak  over  them  of  the  moft  daz- 
zling white;  its  wings  are  a beautiful  pur- 
ple, varying  to  the  violet,  according  to 
the  point  of  light  in  which  it  is  viewed. 

Thofe  naturalifts  who  have  reckoned 
it  a fpecies  of  the  cuckow  have  been 
guilty  of  a miftake  ; for  it  has  not  the  lead; 
affinity  with  them. 

N 4 
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In  every  part  of  the  world,  the  cuckow 
fubfiils  on  fnails,  and  infers  ; but  the  Tou-^ 

raco  is  friigivorous, 

# 

In  whatever  climate  the  cuckow  may 
be,  ’tis  remarkable,  that  flie  never  builds 
a ncft,  but  lays  her  eggs  in  thofe  of  other 
birds,  and  by  this  means  efcapes  the  trou- 
ble of  rearing  her  young  j while  the  T 
7-acOy  on  the  contrary,  is  careful  of  its 
family,  builds  a nell,  ‘and  hatches  her  own 
eggs.. 

This  difference  in  their  difpofitions  is, 
I think,  a fufficient  reafon  to  prove  them  a 
particular  fpecies.  But  I iliall  fpeak  more 
of  it  in  my  Ornithology. 


\ 
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CHAP.  X 


account  of  a new  mode  of  shooting  — EX- 
TRAORDINARY RAINS  — GREATLY  DISTRESS- 
ED FOR  FOOD — ARRIVES  AT  PAMPOEN-KR AAL 
— DESCRIPTION  OF  IT  — FISHING  PARTY- 
IN  DANCER  from  A BUFFALO.  ' 


HEN  rains,  or  unbearable  heats. 


interrupted  my  refearches,  I was 
;iot  idle,  but  employed  thofe  intervals, 
which  were  not  frequent,  in  my  tent, 
making  traps  and  fnares  to  take  different 
kinds  of  birds  and  animals  alive  ; but  it 

I 

will  hardly  be  believed,  that  I contrived 
to  obtain  the  fmalleft  and  moft  delicate 
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birds  with  my  gun,  in  a lefs  injured  ftate 
than  I could  procure  them  by  any  other 
' means. 


It  may  not  be  amifs  for  the  fake  of 
naturalifts,  who,  like  me,  take  pains  to 
gather  a collection  of  birds,  &c.  to  men- 
tion the  method  I invented.  I run  no 

I 

hazard  in  making  ufe  of  this  exprellion, 
as  I believe  no  other  perfon  ever  had  an 

idea  of  it. Having  charged  my  gun 

with  fuch  a quantity  of  powder  as  I 
thought,  according  to  the  lize  or  diflance 
of  the  bird,  would  anfwer  the  jiurpofe, 
I ran  over  it  a layer  of  melted  tallow, 
about  half  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  and  prefled* 
all  clofe  with  my  ram-  rod  j I then  filled  up 
the  barrel  of  the  piece  with  water,  and, 
when  at  a proper  diflance  from  the  game, 
difcharged  its  contents,  which  only  fluned 
and  \vet  his  wings.  This  never  failed  to 
bring  him  to  the  ground,  and  give  me  an 
opportunity  of  picking  it  up  before  it 

•had 
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had  time  to  beat  itfelf,  and  damage  the  plu- 
mage; which  is  frequently  the  cafe  when 
taken  in  a fnare. 

The  force  of  the  powder  ufually  carried 
the  water  to  its  mark;  while  the  tallow 
being  lighter,  fcattered,  and  was  loft  by 
the  way,  - ' 

In  my  fird:  experiments,  when  I have 
been  too  near,  or  had  charged  with  too 
much  powder,  or  more  fat  than  was  ne- 
cedliry,  I have  found  it  intire  in  the  body 
of  the  bird  ; but  by  a little  pracflice,  I 
learned  how  to  adjufl  the  requifite  pro- 
portions in  fuch  a manner  as  feldom  to 
fail  offuccefs.  I fuppofe  it  is  unneceffary 
to  add,  that  the  game  mufh  be  conlider- 
ably  above  you,  fince  one  may  ealily  di- 
vine, that  when  charged  in  this  mianner,  it 
is  impoffible  to  fire  in  a horizontal  direc- 
tion. 


Since 
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Since  my  return  to  Europe,  being  one, 
day  at  a friend’s  houfe  in  the  country,  lome 
in  company,  who  were  totally  unknown 
to  me,  were  fpeaking  of  the  method  I have 
juft  defcribed  ; one  among  them,  in  oppo- 
£tion  to  the  reft,  maintained  by  very  fpe- 
cious  arguments,  that  my  account  mufl 
be,  at  leafl,  greatly  evaggerated. 

While  they  were  difputing  I withdrew,  f 
and  having  prepared  a fowling-piece,  pre-  J 
fented  myfelf  before  a window  that  over- 
looked  the  garden  ; the  gentlemen  were 
flill  arguing  ; ' I made  them  obferve  . a 
fmall  bird  that  was  perched  on  the  bough 
of  a tree  ; I fhot  at  it — it  fell — and  I had 
the  fatisfadlion  of  delivering  it  alive  into 
the  hands  of  the  reafoner,  who  was  now 
compleatly  filenced. 

m 

Tov/ards  the  end  of  the  month  we 
could  not  continue  our  journey,,  for  the 
prodigious  and  almofl  inceflant  rains  that 

. fell  ; 
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fejl  ; the  thunder  broke  feVeral  times  in 

\ 

the  foreft,  very  near  our  camp.  The 
waters  infenfibly  gained  upon  us  from  all 
j parts  ; and,  to  complete  our  misfortunes, 

I in  one  night  we  were  intirely  overflowed. 
Wejeft  the  wood,  and  pitched  our  tent  in 
a more  elevated  lituation  j but  I faw  with 
grief  and  concern,  that  it  would  be  impof- 
flble  to  quit  this  place. 

Thofe  little  rivulets  that  lately  appear- 
ed fo  beautiful,  were  changed  into  furious 
torrents,  which  bore  away  fands,  trees,  and 
even  pieces  of  * rock  ; I faw  it  would 
be  impolfible  *to  crofs  them  without 
provoking  the  moft  imminent  danger  ; 
to  add  to  our  difafliers,  the  oxen  left  our 
camp,  nor  did  I know  which  way  to  fend 
aftér,  or  how  to  regain  them. 

9 

My  fltuation  - was  truly  alarming,  and 
occafioned  me  fome  very  uneafy  hours 
the  Hottentots,  worn  out  with  fatigue, 

began’ 


190 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


began  to  murmur  ; our  food  began  to  be 
very  fcarce,  not  being  able  to  Ihoot  any 
game,  or  at  lead;  fo  fmall  a quantity,  that 
it  was  barely  fufficient  to  fupport  usj 
and  to  render  our  misfortunes  complete, 
we  could  procure  no  adidiance  from  the 
neighbouring  colonifts. 

What  an  afflidling  moment  ! this  hid- 
den inundation  feemed  to  threaten  Africa 
with  another  deluge.  I endeavoured, 
however,  to  conceal  part  of  my  alarms 
from  my  melancholy  companions,  in 
whofe  looks  of  filent  ferrôw,  fear  was 
d:rongly  painted.  , 

Never  was  a greater  alteration  in  fo  fliort 
a time  ; our  charming  walks  were  ‘ de- 
flroyed,  and  rendered  defolate,  by  the  rudi- 
ing  waters  ; the  fmiling  face  of  the  coun- 
try was  changed  tp  an  uninhabitable  and 
gloomy  defart  ! * In  this  didrefs  I fum- 
moned  up  all  my  refolution,  intreated  my 
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people  to  feek  for  our  difperfed  cattle,  be- 
ing determined  to  rilk  croffing  one  of  the 
torrents,  whatever  might  be  the  confe- 
quence.  This  attempt,  which  feemed  to 
threaten  inevitable  deftrudion,  was  in  a 
great  meafure  the  means  of  our  prefer va- 
tion  i for  one  of  my  Hottentots,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  this  defign,  feeking  for  the  fafeft 
palTage  to  crofs  at,  perceived  a Buffalo  in 
the  water,  which  from  the  freflmefs  of  its 
appearance,  might  probably  have  been 
drowned  the  preceding  night. 

He  returned  with  exclamations  of  joy 
to  inform  us  of  this  happy  news  ; indeed 
nothing  could  have  been  more  welcome, 
as  we  were  reduced  to  the  greatefl:  extre- 
mity for  want  of  food.  With  fome  dan- 
ger we  dragged  the  animal  to  fliore  ; he 
was  cut  up  on  the  fpot;  the  principal  part 
being  carried  to  my  tent,  the  dogs  (who 
had  long  failed,  and  were  reduced  to  move- 
ing  fkeletons)  found  in  what  we  left  be- 
hind 
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hind  fufficient  to  fatisfy  their  hunger,  an^ 
returned  home  with  extended  hues. 

In  this  world  nothing  is  permanent! 
Misfortunes  terminate  as  well  as  pleafures  ! 
The  end  ,of  March  brought  change  of  wea- 
ther, the  rains  were  neither  fo  frequent  nor 
fo  violent,  confequently  the  torrents  were 
conhderably  funk,  and  abated  much  of 
their  rapidity.  I fent  four  of  my  Hotten- 
tots to  feek  our  oxen,  who  after  fome  days 
abfence  returned  with  the  major  part  of 
them } fome  were  found  returning  back 
to  my  camp,  who,  it  was  fuppofed, . had 
wandered  as  far  as  the  great  river  Sau- 
mache’y  others  had  taken  refuge  in  different 
plantations,  the  reft  fheltering  themfelves 
in  the  befl  manner  they  could  : In  fhort, 
four  only  were  miffing,  thefe  my  people 
could  not  find,  nor  did  I ever  gain  any  in- 
telligence of  them. 


I 
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I prepared  without  delay  to  quit  this 
unlucky  fpot,  intending  to  pitch  my  tent 
on  a hill  at  about  three  leagues  diftance, 
called  Pampoen  Kraal,  I took  advantage 
of  two  fine  days,  to  dry  my  effeéls,  which 
were  much  injured, by  the  weather  ; and 
the  fkin  of  the  Buffalo  was  of  great  ufe  in 
repairing  the  damage  the  traces  of  our  wag- 
gons had  fuftained.  In  the  midfi:  of  thefe 
inceffant  rains  and  my  uncomfortable  re- 
fled:ions,  I had  been  capable  of  fome  ex- 
ertion ; In  the  wood  I difcovered  an  old 
hollow  tree,  whofe  trunk  fecured  me  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  here  I fat 
the  greatefi:  part  of  the  day  watching  for 
game,  and  fliooting  all  that  came  within 
my  reach  ; our  wants  had  not  extinguifhed 
my  curiofity:  a perpetual  wilh  to  acquire 
thefe  natural  treafures  overbalanced  every 
other  confideration,  and  though  fainting 
with  hunger  I was  eager  to  augment  my 
collccftion. 

I 
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Spite  of  every  impediment,  I had  prc- 
ferved  a number  of  objects  unknown  in 
Europe.  I had  the  fatisfadion  to  fee  my 
riches  daily  increafe,  having  taken  fuch 
precautions,  that  the  water  had  not  inju- 
red them. 

We  found  no  game  of  the  deer  kind  in 
this  wood,  except  the  Gazell  Bojhocky  and 
another  fpecies  rather  fmaller,  which  I 
have  mentioned  in  paffing  the  Duiven  Ochs, 

The  plain  (in  addition  to  three  forts  of 
partridges  I have  already  fpecified)  abounds 
in  a bird  called  the  "Red  Pheafantj  its  feet 
and  breafi:,  which  are  bare,  being  of  that 
colour. 

There  are  plenty  of  Hyænas  and  Tygers 
about  this  place,  but  no  lions. 

The  ferene  weather  and  beautiful  afped 
of  the  flcy,  feemed  now  to  promife  us  a 

recompenfç 
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recompenfe  for  our  former  cruel  ftuation. 
The  hill  of  Pampoen  Kraal,  where  I had 
pitched  my  tent,  pleafed  me  extremely. 
At  a little  diftance  from  it  was  an  emi- 
nence covered  with  a thicket  of  thirty  or 
forty  feet  diamete-r,  whofe  trees  and.bufhes 
were  fo  interwoven  wnth  each  other,  that 
the  whole  feemed  of  one  grow^th.  I deter- 
mined to  make  this  my  rdidence,  and  in 
purfuance  of  this  defign,  had  an  opening  of 
about  feven  feet  high,  and  fufficiently  wide 
to  afford  an . eafy  palfage,  cleared  to  the 
center  ^ here,  by  the  help  of  our  hatchets, 
w'e  formed  two  compleat  fquares,  in  one  of 
which  I placed  a table  and  chair,^  and 
named  it  my  Workjhop,  the  other  I adorn- 
ed with  the  kitchen  utenfils,  and  reckoned 
it  my  dining-room. 

Thefe  receffes,  naturally  roofed  with 
branches  and  leaves  to  an  impenetrable 
thicknefs,  were  to  me  a moft  charming 
;ind  refrefliing  retirement  ! Here,  after  the 

o 2 morning’s 
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morning’s  chafe,  when  covered  with  duft 
and  opprelTed  with  heat,  I would  fhelter 
myfelf  from  the  mid-day  fun  ; when  fa-^ 
tigue  had  fliarpened  the  appetite,  how  ex-» 
ceilent  was  the  repaft!  When  thought 
ftole  on,  how  pleafing  were  my  contem-» 
plations!  or,  if  furprifed  by  fleep,  how 
gentle,  how  peaceful,  were  my  flumbers  ! 

Sumptuous  grottos  of  our  wealthy  lî» 
nancers,  magnificent  villas  of  Englifh  ci- 
tizens, nabobs  and  plunderers,  what  are 
your  purling  flreams,  your  cafcades,  your 
artificial  mounts,  'zig-zag  w'alks,  bridges, 
ftatues,  or  all  thofe  objects  which  flatten. 

on  the  fenfe,  and  fatigue  the  eye what  • 

are  ye  when  compared  to  the  Ample  un- 
affedled  beauties  of  Pampoen  Kraal! 

Though  loath  to  leave  this  charming 
folitude,  I began  to  prepare  for  my  de- 
parture. One  day,  while  I was  viewing 
the  environs,  and  obferving  which  'road 

we 
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\ve  might  take  with  the  greateil  lafety,  I 
difcovered  at  about  a league  diü.ance  from 
my  camp#  a very  rapid  torrent,  wliich  is 
called  Le  trou  de  Kay}?ian  (Cayman’s  hole) 

< though  I do  not  know  why,  for  I never 
law  either  Crocodile,  or  Aligator  in  this 
country. 

The  torrent  rufhes  between  twomoun-, 
tains,  which*are  not  very  high,  but  excef-  , 
, five  fteep;  on  my  right  hand  at  about  the 
diftance  of  a thoufand  paces,  was  the  fea  ^ 
on  the  left  woods  and  mountains,  impaf-  ^ 
fable  for  our  beafts  and  carriages,  and  to 
attempt  the  dangerous  pafFage  of  Cay- 
man’s hole,  was  my  only  refource*  I was 
uneafy,  even  chagrined,  to  be  thus  ob- 
j(lrud;ed  at  every  ftep,  and  to  find  I had  no 
fooner  conquered  one  obflacle,  than  ano- 
ther parted  up* 

Powerful  as  were'  tny  inclinations  to  pro- 
ceed, the  torrent  was  too  much  fwelled 

* 03  by 
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by  the  late  rains  to  admit  even  a poffibi-^ 
lity  of  I'affii.g  it  with  fafety  ; I feared  for 
my  cattle  more  than  for  my  effedfs,  which 
we  might  have  cont:ivcd  to  carryover  on 
rafts.  In  this  pred  cament  I had  only  to  • 
wait  with  patience  till  the  water  fliould  be 
abated. 

• On  the  eighteenth  of  April  I received 
an  exprefs  from  Mr.  Mulder,  who  had 
returned  from  the  Cape,  and  brought  an- 
fwers  to  thofe  letters  he  had  conveyed 
for  me  in  the  beginning  of  February. 
Some  of  my  friends,  uneafy  at  my  litua- 
tion,  intreated  me  to  return  ; others,  on 
the  contrary,  urged  me’to  perfeverance, 
and’  fafe  by  their  own  fire  fidesj  thought 
flightly  of  all  obftacles,  provided  my 
travels  might  tend  to  the  improvement  of 
human  underftanding  ; or  perhaps,  with- 
out extending  their  views  fo  far,  would 
have  been  content  if  they  only  furnhlied 
food  to  fatisfy  their  curio fity. 


I 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA.'  . I99  • 

I determined,  however,  to  continue  the 
journey  according  to  my  original  plan, 
though  the  bad  weather  had  greatly  re- 
tarded it,  having  only  proceeded  eight  lea- 
gues, in  the  time  Mr.  Mulder  had  been  to 
the  Cape  and  back  again.  Among,  the  reil 
I had  a letter  from  him,  in  which  he  pro- 
pofed  meeting  me  for  the  purpofe  of  a fea-  - 
filhing,  provided  it  would  not  derange  me 
too  much.  He  informed  me,  he  Ihould 
bring  nets  and  every  convenience  for  a 
fortnight’s  relidence  on, the  fhore  ; adding 
his  wife  would  grace  this  little  fête  with 
•her  prefence. 

The  news  gave  me  pleafure  ^ my  friends 
were  not  long  after  their  mellenger,  Mr. 
Mulder  bringing  the  fécond  commandant 
with  him.  The  whole  company  was  on 
horfeback,  it  appeared  like  the  travels  of 
the  Patriarchs  5 Mr.  Mulder  carrying  a 
child  of  four  months  old  before  him,  which 
his  wife  fuckled  ; his  waggons  with  the 

o 4 nets 
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nets  and  other  neceflaries  were  fent  to  the 
fea  Hiore. 

I caufed  one  of  mine  to  be  prepared^  and 
loaded  with  a tent  and  fome  empty  caflcs, 
which  I thought  might  be  ferviceable  in 
our  fifhery.  When  arrived  at  a part  of  the 
€oaft  which  appeared  favourable  for  our 
purpofe,  we  cad;  our  nets  feveral  times  but 
with  very  indifferent  fuccefs,  taking  fcarcc 
any  thing  ; this  determined  us  to  go  farther 
on  to  a fmall  lake,  which  is  formed  by  the 
fpring  tides,  where  we  hoped  we  fhould 
meet  with  better  fport.  For  my  own  part, 
I would  much  rather  have  been  in  queft 
of  birds  than  hfli,  and  it  was  more  the 
friendfhip  I felt  for  Mr.  Mulder,  with  the 
chearful  gaiety  of  the  ladies,  than  any  plea- 
fure  I expedled  to  find  in  fifhing,  that  made 
me  of  the  party  ; and  notwithfianding  all 
thofe  attrapions,  I frequently  rambled 
about  in  fearch  of  my  favorite  amufement. 
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We  had  but  juft  arrived  on  the  borders 
of  the  lake,  and  pitched  on  a convenient 
place  for  ereding  our  tents,  when  we  were 
near  having  our  whole  plan  of  opperations 
deranged  ; for  in  cutting  a quantity  of 
rufties  which  were  very  tall  and  thick,  the 
workmen  fuddenly  ft’umbled  on  a Buffalo, 
that  was  concealed  among  them } the  ani- 
mal was  as  much  frightened  as  the  men, 
and  ruftiing  haftily  out,  overturned  the 
horfes  belonging  to  the  fécond  command- 
ant and  his  wife  ; the  alarm  became  ge- 
neral, every  one  making  the.beftufe  of  hi» 
legs.  Mr.  Mulder’s  domeftics,  who  were 
unufed  to  Buffalos,  being  near  the  water, 
ruftied  into  it  up  to  - their  chins  ; but  my 
people,  who  were  more  accuftomed  to 
them,  put  a tolerable  face  on  the  matter. 

The  animal,  confounded  at  the  light 
of  fuch  a company,  not  knowing  which 
way  to  efcape,  ftood  feared  and  motion- 
•'le£s  in  a nook  of  the  rock  ; unhappily,  I 

had 
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had  only  my  double  barrelled  gun  with 
me,  and  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  a 
common  ball  flood  much  chance  of  kill- 
ing a buffalo.  I drew  as  near  him  as  I 
dared,  and  fired  one  of  my  charges  ; at 
firfl  he  ran  furioufly  towards  me,  but  my 
fécond  fhot  taking  effedl,  intimidated 
him  ; when  turning  afide,  he  difeharged 
all  his  fury  on  an  unfortunate  ox  that  car- 
ried part  of  our  provifions,  and  flriki  ng  the 
peaceful  animal  twice  in  the  belly  with  his 
horns,  ruflied  by,  and  we  lofl  fight  of 
him. 

The  company  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  remain  on  this  fpot;  the  hufbands  were 
apprehenfive  on  their  wives  account  ; and, 
if  I did  not  judge  amifs,  were  not  intirely 
without  fear  on  their  own^  we  refolved, 
therefore,  to  return  to  our  former  fitua- 
tion. 


Fortune 
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Fortune  was  now  favourable,  and  we 
had  the  fatisfadion  to  take  fuch  quantities 
of  fiih,  that  I ordered  my  men  to  fait  and 
fill  my  barrels  with  them.  Mr.  Mulder 
followed  ipy  example.  Our  fport  lafted 
eight  days  i employing  and  amufing  us 
more  than  I had  expected.  During  this 
time,  as  I hinted  before,  I made  fome  little 
excurfions,  in  which  I /hot  feveral  curious 
birds^  but  met  with  no  more  buffalos. 

When  our  fifh  were  falted  we  divided 
them,  each  taking  his  fhare.  I could  not, 
without  regret,  part  with  thefe  honefl: 
colonifts,  who  had  made  our  fifhery  plea- 
fing,  by  the  ingenuous  and  frank  fimplicity 
of  their  manners.  I followed,  with  my 
eyes,  their  little  caravan  ; nor  did  I turn 
away,  ’till  I had  loft  fight  of  them. 

When  I got  back  to  my  camp,  I found 
every  thing  in  order,  and  the  beafts  in  good 
condition,  for  which  I di'd  not  fail  to 

teftify 
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teftify  my  fatisfadion.  I had  put  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Mulder,  for  the  purpofe  of 
being  remitted  to  Mr.  Boers,  at  the  Cape, 
all  the  birds  I had  prepared  fince  my  laft 
parcel  ; with  thefe  I fent  a living  Touraco, 
which  I had  caught  in  a fnare.  Mr. 
Mulder  was  like  wife  fo  obliging  as  to  give 
me  one  of  his  nets,  and  fend  me  a pair 
of  wheels,  which  he  knew  I was  in  great 
want  of. 

Aly  cart  was  very  inconvenient,  and  in 
continual  danger  of  overturning  ; I had 
determined,  on  the  firft  opportunity,  to 
have  two  wheels  added  to  it  ; this  was  a 
matter  of  neceffity,  and  we  fet  about 
making  the  alteration  on  the  fpot,  every 
one  putting  a hand  to  the  work.  The 
wood  requilite  for  this  bulinefs  was  pre- 
fently  cut  out,  and,  in  lefs  than  a fortnight, 
my  cart  was  ttansformed  into  a four 
wheeled  waggon.  This  had  not,  I muft. 
confefs,  a very  workman-like  appearance^ 

but 
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but  it  anfwered  my  purpofe  tolerably 
well. 

This  interval  was  not  intirely  devoted 
to  one  objed  ; when  my  Cartwrights  had 
got  what  materials  they  wanted,  and  I 
had  reafon  to  think  the  work  would  be 
hniflied  to  my  fatisfa6lion,  I employed  a 
part  of  my  people  in  repairing  the  roads, 
and  filling  up  the  ravines,  occafioned  by 
the  floods,  between  us  and  the  torrent 
we  had  to  crofs  ; I made  them  cut  down 
a great  number  of  large  branches  from  the 
trees,  and  colled;  a quantity  of  Hones  for 
that  purpofe  ; and,  had  I not  taken  this 
precaution,  I Ihould  have  endangered,  if 
not  difabled,  the  carriages. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  my  caravan  being 
in  readinefs  to  purfue  the  journey,  I call 
a lafl:  look  on  the  delightful  hermitage  of 
Fampoen  Kraal,  and  quitted  it  with  as 
tnuch  reludance  as  a lover  does  his  mif- 

trefs 


TRAVELS  ÏN*  AFRICA, 


106 

trefs.  I have  often  hnee  enquired  after 
that  charming  afylum,  and  have  heard, 
with  fatisfadiion,  that  the  Hottentots  con- 
tinue to  refpedt,  and  have  named  it  after 
me. 


CHAP.  XI. 


AN  ACCIDENT  HAPPENS.  TO  ONE  OF  THE  WAG- 
GONS  THE  AUTHOR  IS  TAKEN  ILL RE- 
COVERS— PURSUES  HIS  JOURNEY ACCOUNT 

OF  THE  BUFFALO — HINTS  RESPECTING  THE 
BAY  OF  AGOA. 


N otwithstanding  aiimy 

precautions,  we  found  great  dif- 
ficulty in  paffing  Cayman’s  - hole,  and 

likewife 
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îikewife  a river,  which  the  Hottentots,  in 
their  language,  call  Krakede-kau,  which 
lignifies  Maid' s-ford. 


This  country  was  formerly  inhabited 
by  Hottentots,  who  have  been  either 
deftroyed  or  difperfed  into  other  parts  ; 
the  large  pits  we  often  met  with,  an- 
nounced them  to  have  been  huntfmen, 
who  caught  in  thefe  fiiares  elephants,  buf- 
falos, &c.  which  are  not  now  to  be  found, 
in  this  quarter. 

After  eight  hours  march,  we  arrived  at 
the  Swart-rivier,  (Black -river)  which 
was  yet  overflowed  in  confequeiice  of  the 
late  rains;  we  were  obliged  to'crofs  it 
upon  rafts,  conftrudled  in  the  fame  man- 
ner- as  thofe  we  had  before  made  ufe 
of. 


Difcovering  fome  traces  of  buffalos  feet 
An  the  other  fide  ; J refolved  to  flop  there, 

and 
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and  had  the  fatisfa<5Hon  to  kill  one  myfelf, 
and  the  Hottentots  who  attended  me 
another.  We  returned  in  halde  to  the 
camp,  to  inform  them  of  our  fuccefs,  thefe 
being  fufficient  to  fupply  us  with  provifion 
for  a coniiderable  time,  in  cafe  we  did 
not  happen  to  meet  with  fredi. 

We  encountered  thefe  two  buffalos  on 
the  banks  of  a river  that  flowed  from  a hill 
above  our  fettlement  ; by  my  orders  they 
were  pulhed  into  the  Hream,  which 
brought  them  down  to  my  tent.  I had  ' 
thefe  animals  cut  into  fmall  pieces,  that 
they  might'  the  more  readily  imbibe  the 
fait,  and  afterwards  hung  to  dry  in  the 
air.  The  bufhes,  branches  of  trees,  our 
waggons,  in  Ihort,  every  thing  that  fur- 
rounded  us  was  occupied  with  pieces  of 
buffalo.  In  the  height  of  our  bulinefs  we 
had  fome  unexpedied  and  unwelcome  vifi- 
tants,  being  affailed  by  a flight  of  kites, 
vultures,  and  other  birds  of  prey,  who 

came 
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came  among  us  without  any  fign  of  feat  ; 
the  kites,  particularly,  were  fo  bold  as 
to  fnatch  the  meat  from  my  men,  fly 
to  the  neighbouring  trees,  and  devour 
it  before  our  eyes.  I fired  at  them  feveral 
times,  but  this  did  not  prevent  the  return 
of  others  ; I therefore  refolved  to  adopt 
other  meafures,  and  while  our  provifion 
was  drying,  drive  them  away  with  long 
fwitches.  This  method  was  very  fati- 
guing to  my  men,  who,  maugre  all  their 
cafe,  were  very  much  plundered  ; but  had 
we  omitted  this  precaution,  not  a Angle 
piece  of  our  two  buffalos  would  have  re- 
mained* 

I had  the  tongues  fmoaked,  and  vvas 
fo  well  pleafed  with  them,  that  whenever 
I met  with  any,  I never  failed  to  have 
them  prepared  in  this  manner  5 but  I never 
fancied  the  tongues  of  the  elephants,  there 
Was  a fomething  in  the  tafte,  and  even 
VOL*  Ji  V ill 
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in  the  form,  that  occalloned  a difguil 
I could  neither  overcome  or  account  for. 

Having  well  dried  and  packed  our  pro- 
vifions,  we  abandoned  Black-river.  At 
two  leagues  diftance  we  eroded  the 
Gmicom,  and  after  travelling  the  fame 
fpace  reached  the  Nyfena,  which  was  very 
confiderable,  and  augmented  by  the  tide. 
I had  never  feen  a more  agreeable  fpot  for 
my  camp  ; it  was  a beautiful  meadow, 
about  a thoufand  feet  fquare  ; a fored:  of 
large  trees  on  the  fouth  formed  a magni- 
ficent curtain  that  extended  to  the  wed:; 
on  the  north  was  the  river,  which  appear- 
ed to  contain  plenty  of  dfh,  while  a va- 
riety of  game  fported  on  the  borders  ^ fo 
many  advantages  might  almofl  have  made 
me  forget  Pampoen-Kraal,  yet  I was  not 
tempted  to  flop. 

On  the  oppodte  fide  of  the  river  was  a 
high  mountain,  this  we  mud:  necedarily 
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pâfsj  but  it  appeared  fo  fteep  and  dan- 
gerous, that  it  gave  me  muçh  inquietude, 
left  fome  accident  fhould  happen.  Thefc 
fears  were  very  near  being  verified,  by  ths 
lofs  of  all  the  fruit  of  my  labour  and  fa- 
tigue. 

I had  the  precaution  only  to  take  one 
of  my  waggons  up  at  a time  j indeed,  had 
I wifhed  to  have  them  go  together  I had 
not  oxen  enough  to  draw  them* 

I had  twenty  put  to  the  mafter  waggon, 
which  contained,  as  I have  before  ob- 
ferved,  all  my  artillery  and  acquifitions* 
The  oxen  began  afcending  the  hilU  they 
drew  with  their  utmoft  ftrength  j they 
ftrained  every  nerve,  and  had  almoft 
reached  the  fummit,  when  the  chain  that 

I 

held  the  firft  eighteen  broke,  and  the 
waggon  ran,  or  rather  rolled  back,  with 
dreadful  precipitation,  draging  with  it  the' 
rernaining  two  that  were  faftened  to  the 

p 2 ftiafts. 
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(hafts.  From  the  height  we  had  gained, 
myfelf  and  Hottentots  beheld'  the  dif- 
after  with  anxious, and  palpitating  hearts. 
Twenty  times  was  it  on  the  brink  of  a 
precipice  which  was  on  one  fide  of  the 
road;  and  this  misfortune  muft  infal- 
libly have  happened,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  amazing  ftrength  of  the  remaining 
oxen.  In  this  cafe  I muft  have  relinquifli- 
ed  the  journey,  as  my  waggon,  arms  and 
mod:  valuable  effedis  would  have  been 
broke  into  a thoufand  pieces. 

The  waggon  had  almoft  gained  the 
fiver,  when  it  was  fortunately  flopped  by 
the  projedlion  of  a rock  ; a circumftance 
that  caufed'’us  to  haden  down  with  excla- 
mations  of  joy. 

After  replacing  every  thing  in  the  bed 
order,  we  harneffed  our  cattle  once  more, 
and  in  about  an  hour  regained,  without 

any 
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. any  further  danger,  what  we  had  loft  in 
ten  minutes. 

The  other  not  being  fo  heavy,  was  got 
up  without  much  difficulty  but  I noW 
took  the  precaution  to  double  the  traces, 
and  place  a man  at  each  wheel,  ready  to 
lock  them  on  the  fmalleft  appearance 
of  danger  ; for  though  the  road  was  fo 
fteep  that  this  would  not  have  prevented 
their  defcent  (fuppoling  we  had  met  with 
a limilar  accident)  ' it  would  greatly  retard 
the  rapidity,  and  give  us  time  to  direift 
and  keep  them  from  the  precipice. 

Fear  magnifies  every  appearance  of  dan- 
ger ; I had  dreaded  the  worft,  and  vainly 
endeavoured  to  iranquilize  my  countenance 
during  the  agitation  of  my  mind.  In  that 
terrible  moment  I eagerly  followed  the 
track  of  the  waggon,  each  jolt  being  a 
l]^ock  to  my  heart, 
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On  recolleâion,  I thought  wc  got  ofF 
Very  cheaply;  indeed, it  feemedalmofl  a mi- 
racle that  no  niaterial  inj  ury  ihould  be  done 
to  the  waggon  ; and  what  was  Hill  more 
furpr  fing,  my  two  oxen,  dragged  back- 
ward by  a carriage  of  between  four  and 
five  thoufiind  pounds  weight,  who  might 
have  been  dalhed  to  pieces  before  they 
.could  have  reached  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain* got  clear  for  fome  trifling  wounds 
that  did  not  by  any  means  difable  therh. 

As  i got  farther  from  the  colonies  the 
cour  try  was  Hill  more  beautiful  ; the  foil 
rich  and  fruitful.  Here  nature  appeared 
in  all  her  majeflry  ; the  lofty  mountains 
offering  from  every  fide  the  mofi:  delight- 
ful and  romantic  views  I had  ever  feen  : 
This  profpeiff  contrafied  with  the  idea  of 
the  parched,  and  barren  fands  about  the 
Cape,  made  me  think  myfelf  at  a thoufand 
miles  diftance. 


What  !’* 
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‘‘  What  !”  exclaimed  I,  fhall  thefe 
charming  fields,  thefe  hills  and  valleys, 
‘‘  be  for  ever  uninhabited,  except  by.  the 
‘‘  lion  and  the  tiger  ! What  a being  is  the 
“ fordid  fpeculator,  whofe  views,  bounded 
“ by  commerce,  port-fees  and  cuftoms, 
“ can  prefer  the  ftorms  and  dangers  of 
Table-bay,  to  the  fafe  riding,  or  natural 
“ and  charming  ports,  that  are  fo  common 
“ on  the  oriental  coafts  of  Africa  !”  • 

It  was  thus  I ruminated  while  walking 
up  the  mountain  ; entertaining  myfelf 
with  the  idea  of  this  beautiful  country’s 
being  peopled,  and  forming  fchemes  which 
the  political  lazinefs  of  the  Europeans  will 
never  execute. 

We  continued  our  journey,  having  flill 
to  the  weft  the  great  chain  of  mountains 
covered  with  forefts;  and  after  four  hours 
and  a half’s  march  flopped  at  a little  ri- 
vulet, about  three  leagues  diftant  from  the 

P 4 fea. 
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fea.  We  obferved  that  a prodigious  quan-  ' 
tity  of  filh  came  up  with  the  tide  ; when 
at  its  height  I caufed  the  ftrcam  to  be  bar'-. 
red  with  Mr.  Mulder’s  large  net,  which  I 
new  ufed  for  the  firfb  time,  doubling 
it,  as  it  would  otherwife  have  been  too 
large, 

I might  be  thought  to  exaggerate,  was  I . 
to  mention  the  number  of  filh  we  caught 
pn  the  ebbing  of  the  tide  ; the  quantity 
was  fo  great  as  to  damage  the  net  confi- 
derably.  My  men  drelTed  them  according 
to  th^ir  fancy,  I referyed  a hundred  for  my 
own  ufe,  which  I put  into  a pot  with  fom6 
fpices,  without  water,  clofing  the  top  with 
clay,  and  covering  it  over  with  hot  em- 
bers ; this  arrangement  procured  me  an 
excellent  diih,  which  I eat  of  for  feveral 
days, 

« 

It  W’oiild  be  imppifible  to  çhufe  a more 
Cpmpipdipus  and  agrgeablp  fituation,  for 
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lettling  a profperous  colony,  than  this  fpot. 
The  fea  palling  between'  two  large  rocks 
which  are  lituated  at  about  a thoufand 
paces  didiance  from  each  other,  penetrates 
in-land  for  two  leagues  and  à half,  form- 
ing a fpacious  bafon  of  a league  in  breadth  ; 
both  lides  are  bordered  with  rocks,  which 
cut  off  all  communication  with  it,  as  far 
as  they  extend. 

The  foil  is  fertile,  and  interfedied  by 
numerous  flreams  of  frelh  water  from  the 
wellern  mountains,  whofe  beautiful  woods 
by  various  turnings  and  windings,  extend 
even  to  the  bafon,  and  prefent  the  de- 
lighted eye  with  a hundred  natural  and 
charming  groves. 

On  the  borders  I found  feveral  fmall 
white  Herons,  of  the  fame  fpecies  as  thofe 
fent  from  Cayenne,  and  which  I had  feen 
in  my  youth  at  Surinam.  I alfo  faw  the 
large  white  Egret,  or  Heron,  but  it  is  very 
fcar'ce, 
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The  woods  abound  with  game,  have 
plenty  of  Buffalos  and  Ibme  Elephants. 
At  confiderable  diflances  from  each  other 
are  fcattered  fome  miferable  habitations, 

whofe  owners  are  reduced  to  fublift  on  a 

» 

precarious  commerce  of  wood  and  butter  to 
the  Cape. 

. I remained  in  this  country  ’till  the  thir- 
teenth, we  then  croffed  by  dreadful  roads 
a foreft  called  Le  Poort^  from  thence  in 
feven  hours  we  reached  the  Witte  Dreft  j 
I faw  in  different  places  fome  plantations, 
like  thofe  I lafl  mentioned,  the  diflance, 
and  many  other  almofl  infurmountable  dif- 
ficulties feldom  permit  them  to  take  their 
cattle  to  the  Cape,  and  when  this  is  ac- 
corapliflied,  they  are  generally  in  fo  poor 
a ftxite,  that  they  are  obliged  to  fell  them 
for  half  the  ufual  value.  On  inquiry  I found 
many  of  thefe  Coloniils  had  not  been  at 
the  Cape  for  feveral  years. 

I ftill  proceeded  in  my  journey  ; but 

whether 
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^vhether  the  fatigues  and  difficulties  I had 
lately  encountered,  or  change  of  climate, 
had  deranged  my  health,  I was  fuddenly 
taken  ill,  and  the  gloomy  idea  feized  me, 
that  I ffiould  leave  my  alhes  at  two  thou- 
. fand  leagues  diftance  from  my  family. 

Melancholy  now  painted  my  fituation 
in  all  its  horrors,  and  the  deepeft  fadnefs 
preyed  upon  my  fpirits  ; I had  a violent 
head-ach,  with  univerfal  heavinefs  and. 
pain,  which  made  me  apprehend  the  utmoft 
danger  : indeed  ill  health  was  the  sreateft 
misfortune  I had  dreaded  in  my  enterprife. 

I was  too  much  indifpofed  to  purfue  my 
journey,  therefore  refolved  to  continue 
where  I was,  convinced  my  illnefs  would 
take  the  fame  turn  here  as  in  the  midfl  of 
medical  folemnity,  and  either  terminate 
happily,  or  be  concluded  by  death. 

, I vifited  the  environs  as  well  as  my  weak 
ftate  of  health  would  permit,  and  difeo- 

vered 
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vered,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a little 
brook,  a pleahng  fituation  for  our  camp, 
my  tent  being  placed  on  the  Ikirts  of  a 
•wood. , Neither  myfelf  or  people  knew  any 
thing  of  medicine,  the  only  refource  was 
diet  and  repofe.  My  illnefs  increafed,  and 
I was  no  longer  able  to  quit  the  waggon, 
which  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  had  con- 
verted into  a kind  of  furnace.  I was  tor-  • 
mented  with  the  moft  excruciating  agonies 
•in  my  bowels,  the  Hottentots  were  afflifted 
with  limilar  complaints,  which  made  me 
conclude  we  owed  this  diforder  to  the 
great  quantity  of  fait  fidi  'we  had  eaten, 
and  I immediately  gave  orders  to  burn  all 
that  remained. 

A (low  fever  preyed  upon  me,  but  I had  . 
not  entirely  loft  my  Itrecgtli,  and  after 
twelve  days  of  violent  perfpiration  began 
to  recover,  repofe  and  diet  feeming  to  pro- 
duce the  mod:  falutary  citeéls.  \ , ' ■ 
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I now  began  to  take  a little  moderate 
cxercile,  endeavoured  to  compofe  my  fpi- 
rits  and  found  myfelf  getting  better  every 
day,  while  the  fame  means  re-ehiablilhed 
the  health  of  my  Hottentots.  I have  ever 
lince  entertained  the  higheft  opinion  of  hot 
baths,  and  thought  that  which  hazard  (I 
might  fay  neceffity)  adminiftered  was  the 
means  of  faving  my  life. 

My  health  being  perfectly  recovered,  Ï 
refumed  my  favourite  occupation  of  hunt- 
ing. In  thefiril:  excurlion  I made  for  this 
purpofe,  I found  we  were  flanked  by  a 
fécond  river,  called  ^eur~Boomy  which 
falls  from  the  wefliern  mountains  and  joins^ 
WitteDreft,  a league  before  it  reaches  the 
fea,  into  which  thefe  waters  empty  them- 
felves  by  a mouth  at  the  fide  of  a Bay, 
known  to  Navigators  by  the  name  of  the 
Bay  of  Agoa.. 


In- 
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111  a journey  that  Governor  Blettenberg 
(of  the  Cape)  undertook  to  this  part  of  the 
country,  he  caufed  his  name  with  the  day 
and  year  of  his  arrival,  to  be  engraven  on 
a ftone  column.  I examined  this  whimll- 
cal  monument,  which  only  wanted  an  in- 
fcription  in  verfe  to  render  it  compleatly 
ridiculous  ; the  name,  however,  has  fpread 
throughout  all  the  Colonies,  and  the  Bay 
of  Agoa  is  now  only  known  by  the  appel- 
lation of  Blettenbcrg  s Bay.  Thus  it  is 
that  a paltry  flone,  raifed  by  the  vanity  of 
an  individual,  may  give  birth  to  a number 
of  errors,  and  difconcert  eftablilhed  infor- 
mation ! 

In  this  neighbourhood  there  was  a troop 
of  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  Bubales,  in 
a fmall  fpace  inclofed  by  the  fea  and  two 
rivers,  whofe  only  entrance  was  occupied 
by  the  camp  and  waggons.  The  animals 
were  entirely  at  our  difcretion,  not  being 
able  to  efcape  j ii\deed  we  looked  on  thefe 

as 
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as  a part  of  our  property,  and  when  pro- 
vifions  grew  fliort,  did  not  fail  to  make  life 
of  them,  I believe  none  efcaped  ; their 
ikins  were  joined  together  and  formed  an 
excellent  tilt  for  our  new  waggon. 


Conhderable  herds  of  Biifïidos  came 
and  grazed  within  view  on  the  other  fide 
of  ^eur-Bootriy  we  fometimes  hunted 
them  and  never  failed  of  fuccefs.  This 
animal  is  very  fhy,  and  in  the  woods  fiiould 
be  attacked  cautioully  ; but  if  in  the  open 
country,  he  is  by  no  means  formidable, 
being  extremely  timorous,  and  flying  the 
prefence  of  man.  The  beft  way  to  fubduc 
him  is  to  hunt  him  with  fome  good  dogs, 
and  while  the  Buffalo  is 
himfelf  from  their  attack,  a fhot  in  the 
head,  or  near  the  flioulder-bone  will  ufu- 
ally  If  retch  him  dead  upon  the  fpot.  The 
bullets  ufed  on  this  occafion  fliould  be  caff 
in  a larger  mould  than  common,  of  a com- 
pofition  of  lead  and  pewter.  Unlefs  the 

ball 


bufily  defending 
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ball  ledges  in  one  of  the  parts  I have  inen-* 
tioned  the  wound  is  not  mortal. 

\ 

The  horns  of  this  animal  are.  very  largo 
and  divergent,  being  fo  near  at  the  bafe, 
that  they  might  be  fuppofed  to  fpring 
from  the  fame  root,  and  the  points  turning 
again  towards  each  other,  they  feem  to 
form  a kind  of  chaplet.  * 

The  Buffalo  is  confiderably  larger  and 
ftronger  than  the  finefl:  European  Ox,  and 
I Ihould  fuppofe  it  is  by  no  means  imprac- 
ticable. to  make  it  fubmit  to  the  yoke*  It 
may  be  objefled,  that  every  attempt  at  this 
has  hereto  failed  ; but  I think  the  argu- 
ment by  no  means  conclufive*  The  en-> 
terprife  requires  time,  addrefs  and  infor-» 
mation,  therefore  cannot  be  expefled  to 
fucceed  from  the  indolent  attempt  of  an 
ignorant  Colonifl,  who  is  apt  to  think 
every  trifling  difliculty  infurmoun table* 
The  fcheme  is  certainly  worthy  the  fpe- 

culation 
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(cuiation  of  a company  that  wiflies  to  extend 
and  facilitate  every  branch  of  induftry  and 
commerce. 

Let  a number  of  thefe  animals  be  pro- 
cured while  young,  let  them  be  fecured  in 
an  inclofure,  and  a ecu  homed  to  receive 
from  their  keeper  the  food  they  are  mod; 
fond  of,  and  I am  perfuaded  they  will  foon 
be  familiarized  to  the  hand  that  feeds  them» 
Thefe  animals  will  in  time  have  young, 
who  by  the  example  of  the  old  ones  and 
the  fame  mode  of  treatment,  tnay  be  ren« 
dered  hill  more  fociable  ; and  I fee  no  rea- 
fon  to. doubt  but  the  third  generation  at 
fartheft,  would  be  tradtable  ; while  we> 
every  day  in  Paris,  fee  wolves  taken  from 
the  uninhabited  mountains  of  Savoyj  walk- 
ing about  our  ftreets,  dancing,  jumping  and 
playing  a hundred  tricks,  with  all  the  fub- 
miffion  that  the  caprice  or  interefl  of  their 
condudtors  require* 
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In  general  the  horned  animals,  who 
part  the  hoof,  have  a wildnefs  in  the  eyes 
which  makes  them  appear  terrible,  but  it 
is  not  (as  with  carnivorous  beafls)  a hgn 
of  fiercenefs,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  an  indi- 
cation of  fear  ; they  have  neither  the  craft 
or  favagenefs  of  the  Lion,  Tiger,  or  even 
the  Elephant,  nor  are  the  vegetables  on 
which  they  feed  fo  conducive  to  a malig- 
nant difpofition. 

It  does  not  enter  into  my  prefent  plan 
to  invefligate  the  immenfe  and  complicate 
diflindions  which  mark  the  different  fpe- 
cies  of  favage  animals;  as  thefe  definitions 
have  no  relation  with  recitals  which  are 
purely  hiftorical,  I fliall  leave  them  to  my 
defcription  of  Quadrupeds  ; but  I wifhed 
to  obferve  that  it  is  ever  a motive  of  de- 
fence, or  neceflity  of  food  that  leads  them 
to  ferocity  ; governed  by  various  combi- 
nations of  the  paflions,  they  take  different 
means  to  gratify  them. 
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I had  not  yet  taken  a view  of  the  Bay, 
improperly  called  Blettenberg,  indeed  my 
illnefs  had  prevented  it.  On  examination 
I was  furprifed  to  find  it  only  an  open  road, 
which  indents  very  little  inland  ; it  is  fpa- 
cious,  and  the  largefi;  fhips  may  find  good 
anchorage  3 fhallops  can  eafily  gain  a fine 
flat  fhore,  which  though  not  deftitute  of 
rocks,  is  not  much  incommoded  by  them, 
as  they  are  at  confiderable  diflances  from 
each  other.  About  a league  from  the 
mouth  of  Queur-Boom  the  crews  may  take 
in  plenty  of  fre/h  water,  and  procure  re- 
frefiiments  from  the  inhabitants  ; the  bay 
likewife  abounds  with  fifh,  and  the  rocks 
are  covered  with  excellent  oyjfiers. 

This  is  one  of  the  places  where  Govern- 
ment fhould  eftablifh  a repofitory  for  tim- 
ber, which  is  excellent  in  the  environs, 
and  much  eafier  to  obtain  than  in  any  other 
part  I had  feen.  It  does  not  grow  like  that 
in  the  country  oï  Auteniquas,  for  inftaiice, 

0^2  ou 
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on  the  tops  of  high  and  fleep  mountains, 
but  at  hand,  on  the  level  plain,  and  were 
magazines  conilrudled  on  the  lliore,  one 
or  two  veflels  might  tranfport  it  to  the 
Cape,  in  fine  weather,  in  a fiiort  time  ; 
this  would  open  the  eyes  of  the  inhabitants 
to  the  peculiar  advantages  of  their  fitu- 
ation,  and  the  tranfportation  of  timber 
being  confiderably  augmented,  the  culti- 
vation of  lands,  cleared  from  thefe  inex- 
haufiiible  forefis,  would  offer  a flattering 
profpedl  of  emolument  to  fome  intelligent 
colonifls,  who  on  account  of  the  eafy  com- 
munication with  the  Cape,  would  have  it 
in  their  power  to  obtain  a number  of  in- 
dulgences they  are  forced  to  renounce, 
while  it  is  neceffary  to  take  a journey  of 
a hundred  and  fifty  leagues  by  land  to  pro- 
cure them.  We  Ihould  not  then  hear  thefe 
good  Hollanders  openly  and  ardently  wifh- 
ing  that  fome  nation  would  fettle  in  their 
neighbourhood,  and  furnifh  them  with  the 
conveniences  of  life  and  charms  of  fociety, 

by 
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by  extending  the  benefits  of  commerce  to 
the  Bay  of  Agoa^  nor  would  thefe  wiihes, 
fo  contrary  to  their  political  confequence, 
run  any  hazard  of  being  fulfilled. 

It  only  remains  for  the  company  to  form 
an  eftablifliment,  which  to  public  utility 
would  add  the  profit  of  individuals  ; for 
example,  felling  the  trees  called  Bois-Fuanty  ^ 
(ftinkiiig  wood)  and  tranfporting  them  to 
Europe,  where  they  would  certainly  be  ac- 
counted feme  of  the  finefi;  for  cabinet- 
work, would  furiiiili  an  amazing  profit. 

The  advantages  the  company  and  colo- 
nies might  draw  from  this  fine  country, 
could  never  have  efcaped  the  obfervation 
of  the  Governor,  who  once  vifited  it;  but 
the  truth  is,  public  good  is  ufually  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  private  advantages  of  fome 
needy  adventurers,  who  are  interefted  to 
fupprefs  every  thing  that  tends  to  the  di- 
minution of  their  profits.  What  is  a Go- 

0^3  vernor? 
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•vernor  ? An  unfeeling  being,  blind  to  the 
general  good,  who  is  not  Simulated,  nor 
has  any  energy  but  for  his  own  private 
advantage  ; who  confents  to  exile  himfelf 
from  his  native  country  for  a time,  and  the 
firft  article  of  whofe  political  creed  is,  that 
being  rapidly  to  acquire  a large  fortune, 
every  means  tending  to  the  accomplifli- 
ment  of  his  views,  are  good  and  lawful  ! 
Full  of  thefe  ideas  he  departs  for  his  go- 
vernment, arrives,  realizes  his  defigns,  and 
returns  to  his  country,  to  infult  his  fellow 
citizens,  by  an  infolent  difplay  of  that  pride 
and  riches,  which  mull  one  day  open  the 
eyes  of  his  fuperiors  to  means  of  redrefs, 
that  could  not  fail  to  operate  to  the  ad- 
vantage and  profperity  of  a numerous 
colony.  He  is  replaced  by  a fucceflbr, 
who  enriches  himfelf  in  his  turn,  and  the 
farce  is  thus  played  a hundred  times  over. 

I believe  moft  Colonies  that  are  the  pro- 
perty of  private  companies,  to  be  in  the 

fame 
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fame  predicament,  with  thofe  public  vehi- 
cles which  convey  merchandife  and  palTen- 
gers  from  one  place  to  another,  where, 
provided  the  property  does  but  get  fafe  to 
the  place  of  deflination,  we  are  not  much 
concerned  whether  the  wheels  crack  under 
the  weight. 


CHAP.  Xll. 

4 

4 


kills  a balbuzard  — TAKES  A GAZELL  — 
PURSUES  SOME  E LEPH  A NTS  — KIL  LS  ONE — HIS 

LIFE  ENDANGERED REMARKABLE  INSTANCE 

OF  ATTACHMENT. 


The  environs  of  this  bay  furnifhed 
me  with  an  opportunity  of  adding 
feveral  fine  birds  to  my  colledtion  but 

Q f above 
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above  all  I wifhed  to  procure  one  that 
had  often  put  my  patience  to  the  proof, 
and  in  the  fequel  had  like  -to  have  coft  me 
dear^  it  was  a beautiful  kind  of  Balbu- 
zardj  which  is  a fpecies  of  the  eagle,  and 
near  as  large  as  the  ofprey.  I faw  it 
every  day  about  my  camp,  but  never 
within  reach  of  my  gun  ; and  I was  always 
V^atching,  or  cauiing  it  to  be  watched. 

One  day  that  I had  eroded  ^leur- 
Boom,  and  was  walking  along  its  op- 
ppfite  bank,  I ,Éw  at  the  foot  of  an  old 
withered  tree,  a number  of  fiflies  heads, 
with  a quantity  of  bones  and  other  remains 
pf  young  gazells.  I immediately  con- 
cluded it  was  the  common  refort  of  the 
Balbuzard  I had  fo  often  feen,  and  was 
confirmed  in  my  conjectures  when  I faw 
two  rifmg  in  the  ajr  to  a prodigious 
heigth.  I inflantly  concealed  çnyfelf  in 
a thick  buih,  but  this  was  not  fufficient 
to  ûiield  nie  from  the  piercing  eyes  of  the 
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eagles,  who,  inftead  of  defcending,  intirely 
difappeared. 

The  next  morning  I replaced  myfelf 
in  the  thicket,  which  I never  quitted  till 
the  evening,  and  then  without  having  feen 
them  return.  Though  this  place  was  at 
no  great  diflance  from  our  camp,  my 
jaunts  were  very  troublefome  j becaufe  in 
going  and  returning  I had  to  crofs  ^eur- 
Boorn,  and  was  frequently  obliged  to  wait 
the  ebbing  of  the  tide. 

Wearied  with  this  lofs  of  time;  I order- 
ed two  of  my  Hottentots  to  follow  me. 
We  croifed  the  river,  and  got  within  gun- 
Ihot  of  the  above-mentioned  tree  j here  I 
made  them  dig  a hole  three  feet  fquare 
and  four  deep  ; into  this  pit  I defcend- 
ed,  caufing  a kind  of  hurdle  made  of 
eroded  dicks,  covered  v/itli  a piece  of 
mat,  and  then  with  earth,  to  be  laid 
over  the  opening  ; in  this  there  was  a 
fmall  aperture  to  look  out  at,  or  through 

- which. 
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which,  if  occafion  required,  I could  fire 
my  piece.  I then  ordered  my  people  to 
return  to  the  camp.  Day  broke  foon 
after,  but  the  provoking  birds  did  not 
appear,  the  earth  being  newly  turned  up, 
made  them  diflruftful  ; indeed  I had  fore- 
feen  this  difficulty,  however  I refolved  to 
perfevere  in  the  plan  I had  adopted.  In 
the  evening  I returned  home,  paffed  fome 
tours  at  the  camp,  after  which  I croffied 
the  river,  and  caufed  myfelf  to  be  covered 
up  as  before.  I paffed  the  fécond  day 
with  no  better  fuccefs  than  the  former  ; 
in  this  interval  the  fun  had  dried  the  earth 
which  had  been  thrown  up  in  making  my 
hiding  place.'  About  twelve  o’clock  on 
the  third  day,  I faw  the  female  hovering 
over  the  tree,  with  a large  fifh  in  its  beak  ; 
foon  after  it  perched  on  one  cf  the  bran- 
ches. I difeharged  my  piece,  which 
happily  took  effedt,  and  ffie  inftantly  fell, 
violently  beating  het  wings.  In  a mo- 
ment fhe  renewed  her  flight,  paffed  the 

river  ; 
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river;  but  dropped  as  foon  as  fhe  had  reach- 
ed the  oppohte  fliore. 

The  joy  I felt  at  feeing  her  lay  motionlefs 
on  the  ground,  made  me  regardlefs  of  the 
height  of  the  tide  ; with  my  gun  on  my 
fhoulder,  I ru£hed  into  the  river,  nor  was 
I fenfible  of  my  folly  ’till  I found  myfelf 
in  the  middle,  and  up  to  my  chin  in  wa- 
ter. 

I was  alone,  and  totally  unacquainted 
with  fwimming  ; had  I returned,  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  current  would  infallibly  have 
over  let  me,  I therefore  purfued  my  way, 
and  had  the  good  fortune  to  gain  the  other 
fide.  I caught  up  the  Balbuzard,  and 
the  pleafure  I found  in  contemplating  it, 
made  me  forget  the  danger  I had  juft  en- 
countered. 

I 

I haftened  homeward;  on  my  arrival 
I was  informed  that  fome  of  my  people 


were 
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were  in  purfuit  of  a buffalo,  which  they 
had  feen  by  chance  the  evening  before  > 
they  foon  after  returned,  loaded  with  the 
quarters  of  the  animal,  having  cut  him  up 
on  the  fpot.  Early  the  next  morning  I fent 
to  colled:  all  the  offal  that  remained,  pi\r- 
poflng  to  lay  it  in  a convenient  place  to 
attrad  the  birds  of  prey  ; this  method 
foon  procured  me  a male  Balbuzard, 
which  does  not  dider  from  the  female, 
except  in  being  one-third  fmaller  ; a gene- 
ral cafe  among  all  carnivorous  birds. 

One  morning  that  I was  feated  at  the 

opening  of  my  tent,  bufily  difleding  the 

Balbuzard  I had  killed  the  preceding  day, 

\ 

on  a fudden  a gazeli,  of  the  kind  called 
Bos  Bock,  crolfed  my  camp,  running  with 
amazing  fwiftnefs  between  the  waggons  ; 
my  dogs  who  had  feen  it  enter,  had  not 
time  to  prevent  her  efcape  j and  though 
a net  that  was  hung  to  dry  on  the  tent 
interrupted  her  palîngc,  flie  difengaged 

herfelf 
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herfelf  by  inftantly  tearing  away  a part  of 
it.  My  whole  pack  now  began  the  piir- 
iuit  ; but  with  amazing  celerity  flie  gain- 
ed the  river  fide,  and  plunged  into  the 

llream. 

\ 

There  are  a number  of  wild  dogs  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  place,  nine  of  them 
(who  had  probably  been  in  purfuit  of  her) 
appeared  at  this  moment  ; but  at  fight  of 
us  they  ftopped  ihort,  and  making  a turn, 
gained  a little  hill  beyond  our  camp,  from, 
whence  they,  could  perceive  the  purfuit 
of  their  prey,  which  my  dogs  had  follow- 
ed into  the  water,  and  were  now  draging 
alive  to  fhore,  in  which  hate  my  Hotten- 
tots foon  after  brought  her  to  the  tent. 
It  was  laughable  to  fee  the  filly  difap- 
pointed  look  of  thefe  animals,  who  from 
fear  never  quitted  the  hill,  and  were  only 
fijd:ators  of  this  fcene.  I would  fain  have 

, s 

caught  one,  and  for  that  purpofe  fent  fome 
of  my  people  to  endeavour  to  bar  their 

pafiage  ^ 
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paffage  ; but  they  were  too  cunning  for 
us,  efcaping  with  the  utmoft  fpeed,  and 
a ball  I fent  after  them  was  but  thrown 
away. 

I wifhed  to  tame  this  ga^ell,  but  flic 
was  fo  very  timorous,  ftruggling  and  beat- 
ing herfelf  fo  violently  at  the  fight  of  my 
dogs,  that  I thought  it  more  merciful  to 
kill  and  eat  her. 

For  eight  days  this  adventure  ferved  for 
matter  of  converfation  and  merriment 
among  my  facetious  Hottentots,  who  were 
highly  delighted  at  having  fnatched  this 
prize  from  the  mouths,  as  it  were,  of  the 
before-mentioned  hungry  animals.  If  my 
dogs  had  not  been  feconded  by  the  Hot- 
tentots, I make  no  doubt  but  the  others 
would  have  carried  off  the  gazell  -,  for 
though  my  pack  was  more  numerous,  the 
wild  ones  were  ftronger  and  more  cou- 
rageous.——But  I may  have  occafion  to 

fpeak 
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fpeak  of  them  hereafter;  when  I fhall  con- 
tradidt  fome  errors  which  have  been  ad- 
vanced refpedting  them,  feemingly,  with 
good  authority.  But  how  can  matters  be  re- 
lated with  any  degree  of  certainty,  when 
the  relator  has  never  been  witnefs  to  what 
he  defcribes,  but  is  reduced  to  the  necef- 
lity  of  copying  after  thofe  who  knew  as 
little  of  the  matter  as  himfelf. 

Until  the  25th  of  June  we  frequently 
removed  our  camp  to  different  parts  ad- 
joining the  bay  ; I then  refolved  to  con- 
tinue my  journey  between  the  chain  of 
mountains  and  the  fea.  I went  to  recon- 
noitre the  pafles,and  determine  which  way 
we  fhould  proceed;  but  I found,  to  my  in- 
expreflible  vexation,  that  there  was  no 
podibility  of  my  waggons  eroding  the 
forefl,  which  is  of  an  amazing  extent 
and  thicknefs.  My  Hottentots,  who  had 
likewife  been  employed  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, were  not  more  fortunate  ^ in  a word. 
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no  path  was  to  be  difcovered.  J now  de- 
termined to  crofs  the  chain  of  mountains  in 
fearch  of  a road  for  the  oxen>  but  my  la- 
bour was  Hill  in  vain  ; whatever  fide  I 
turned  to,  pointed  rocks  interfered  <my 
way,  and  offered  infuperable  obftacles  to 
our  paffage.  I now  found  we  had  got  in 
a fituation,  fo  befet  on  every  fide  with  im- 
paffible  mountains,  forcfts.  See.  that  there 
was  no  way  of  quitting  it  but  by  the  path 
we  had  entered  -,  we  were  obliged,  there- 
fore, to  return  to  the  wood  Du  Foort^ 
W'hich  we  had  left  a month  before* 


Such  is  the  happy  pliability  of  the 
human  mind,  that  the  verieft  trifles  fre^ 
quently  calm  our  ruffled  fpirits,  and  wipe 
off  the  remembrance  of  our  misfortunes* 
This  place,  to  which  I regretted  being 
forced  to  return,  fuddenly  gave  me  the 
greateft  fatisfadion* 


As 
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As  I was  walking  along,  I faw  the  print 
of  an  elephant’s  foot,  fd  frcûi  that  I was 
certain  it  could  not  be  more  than  a day 
lince  it  paffed  that  fpot ; this  circumftance 
immediately  diffipated  my  regret,  and  con- 
foled  me  for  the  delay  of  my  journey.  I 
gave  orders,  without  lofs  of  time,  fof  my 
men  to  eredl  the  tent^ 

Among  my  Hottentots  there  was  one^ 
who,  in  his  youth,  had  vifited  this  place 
with  the  Hoord  to  which  he  belonged  j 
and  though  a long  interval  had  elapfed^ 
he  yet  retained  fome  knowledge  of  the 
furrounding  country.  I feledted  him^^ 
therefore,  with  four  of  my  beft  markf- 
men,  for  my  elephant  hunters,  and  order- 
ing alfairs  at  the  camp,  we  took  a fmall 
ftock  of  provifions,  and  followed  the  track 
of  the  animal.  Night  coming  on,  we 
fupped  gaily,  inviting  each  other  by  our 
chearfulnefs,  not  to  regret  the  comforts 
of  the  camp  ; and  after  making  a large 
VOL.  R hre, 
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fire,  laid  ourielves  down  to  fleep  upon  the 
earth. 

Though  we  had  mutinlly  endeavoured 
to  infpire  each  other  with  confidence,  a 
ientiment  of  uiieahuefs  and  terror  per- 
vaded the  whole  party,  and  the  lead;  wind, 
or  rudling  of  the  leaves,  was  fufficient  to 
roufe  and  put  us  on  our  guard.  The 
whole  night  pafied  away  in  thefe  little  agi- 
tations ; and  at  day  break  I haftened  up 
my  companions,  who  tvere  loon  ready, 
a glafs  of  brandy  each  making  them 
forget  their  uneafy  night  and  early  riling, 
they  followed  me  with  the  moll  pleafing 
alacrity. 

The  fécond  day  was  not  more  fortunate  ; 
we  purlued  the  lame  method  as  in  the 
former,  with  this  difference,  that  being  a 
little  emboldened  by  not  having  encounter- 
ed any  danger,  we  hoped  to  lofe  and  forget 
oiif  fatigues  in  lleep,  which  would  enable 
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US  to  purfue  our  chace  with  redoubled 
ardor.’ 

We  had  hardly  been  afleep  an  hour, 
when  we  were  fuddenly  alarmed  by  a 
buffalo,  who,  attra(5ted  by  the  light,  had 
drawn  very  near  us.  This  animal,  who 
is  much  terrified  at  the  fight  of  the  human 
fpecies,  no  fooner  perceived  us,  than  he 
haftened  away,  and  the  noife  he  made  in 
rufhing  through  the  bufhes,  had  waked 
us  ; I immediately  ran  to  my  gun,  but 
was  too  late,  for  the  animal  had  fufficient 
time  to  efcape.  We  fought  after  him  for 
more  than  an  hour,  and  fired  feveral  fhot 
at  random  j but  having  no  profpeét  of  fuc- 
cefs,  we  again  laid  ourfelves  down  by  the 
fire,  and  endeavoured  to  fleep. 

The  adventures  of  the  third  day  became 
more  interefting;  I fhallbe  particular  in  my 
fecital  of  them  ; they  even  now,  frequently 
return  upon  my  mind  ; and  though  the 
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impetuofity  of  youth  has  given  way  to  lefs 
animatejd  projects  and  more  tranquil  ideas, 
the  remembrance  of  this  day,  while  it  makes 
me  tremble,  gives  to  my  mind  a degree  of 
animation. 

We  had  not  yet  loft  the  traces  of  the 
animal  we  were  in  fearch  of  ; after  fome 
hours  fatigue  and  painful  walking  among 
the  thorns  and  briars,  we  arrived  at  a very 
open  part  of  the  foreft,  in  which  was 
a clump  of  ftirubs  and  under- wood.  Here 
we  ftopped,  while  one  of  my  Hottentots 
climbed  a tree.  After  he  had  looked 
about  for  fome  time,  he  made  a fign 
for  us  to  be  filent,  by  putting  his  finger 
on  his  mouth,  and  then,  by  opening  and 
clofing  his  hand  feveral  times  (a  lignai  we 
had  before  agreed  upon)  gave  us  to  under- 
ftand  how  many  elephants  he  had  dif- 
covered. 
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When  he  had  defcended,  we  confulted 

what  means  to  purfue  ; the  refult  of  our 

deliberations  was,  that  the  psrfon  who 

had  difcovered  them,  fliould  lead  us  thro’ 

the  budies  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  fpot 

where  they  flood.  Though  , he  led  me 

very  near  mne  of  thefo  enormous  beafls, 

I did  not  at  firll  perceive  him  ; not  tha^ 

\ 

fear  had  facinated  my  fight,  but  I could  not 
believe  that  the  prodigious  immovable  mafs 
beneath  me  was  the  animal  I had  fo  much 
wifhed  to  encounter.  It  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved,  I was  on  a little  hillock,  which 
raifed  me  above  the  back  of  the  elephant,  I 
ftill  kept  looking  further  on,  and  Ihould 
rather  have  taken,  what  was  fo  near  me, 
for  a piece  of  rock  than  a living  creature. 
All  this  time  my  honefl  Hottentots  kept 
crying,  fee  there  ! — there  he  is  ! with  a 
tone  of  the  utmofl  impatience.  At  length 
a flight  motion  caught  my  eye,  and  im- 
mediately after  the  head  and  tufks,  which 
the  enormous  body  had  in  a manner  con- 
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cealed,  were  turned  towards  me  ; without 
loling  time  or  advantage  in  contemplation, 

I inflantly  fired  my  carbine,  and  the  ball 
taking  place  in  the  middle  of  his  forehead, 
he  fiaggered  and  fell.  This  noife  frighted 
the  reft,  and  they  immediately  began  run- 
ning from  the  fpot  as  fail  as  poflible  ; they 
were  about  thirty  in  number,  and  it  was 
really  amufing  to  fee  their  huge  ears  flap- 
ping in  proportion  to  the  quicknefs  of 
their  motions.  This  was  but  the  prelude 
to  a more  animated  fcence. 

Ï was  examining  the  animal  I had  killed, 
when  another  paflcd  jufl;  by  us,  which 
( received  a /hot  from  one  of  my  people  j 
by  the  blood  that  followed  the  ftroke,  I 
judged  he  was  dangeroufly  wounded,  and 
punued  him  immediately^  He  would  have 
' lain  .down,  but  was  prevented  by  our  re- 
peated firing.  We  followed  him  into  ^ a 
thicket,  in  which  was  a number  of  de- 
cayed trees,  that  had  fallen  through  age. 

On 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


247 


o n our  fourteenth  fire  the  anintal  became 
outrageous,  making  furiouily  after  the 
Hottentot  that  lafl  wounded  him;  another 
of  my  men  difeharged  his  piece,  cryjng 
out,  at  the  fame  time,  “ Take  care  of  your- 
leives  !”  an  injundion  that  every  one  im- 
mediately obeyed. 

I was  only  at  about  twenty- five  paces 
diilance  from  the  animal,  with  a gun  of 
thirty  pounds  weight,  befides  ammunition, 
and  not  fo  conveniently  fi tuated  for  efcape 
as  my  people,  who  had  not  advanced  fo 
far  ; I ran,  but  the  elephant  gained  ground 
every  moment.  Tvlore  dead  than  alive 
through  fear  ; abandoned  by  the  Hotten- 
tots (one  qi  them  only  attempting  to  ailift 
me)  the  only  chance  I had  was  to  fall 

0 

down  by  the  trunk  of  a great  tree  that  lay 
on  the  ground  ; this  I had  fcarcely  time  to 
accomplilh  before  the  animal  ran  over  it, 
but  frighted  himfelf  at  the  noife  made  by 
my  people,  he  iiiftantiy  hopped  to  liilen. 
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I could  readily  have  fired  from  my  hiding  , 
place,  for  fortunately  my  piece  was  char-  ' 
ged  ; but  he  had  already  received  fo  many 
wci^nds,  that  difpairing  to  difable  him  by 
a fingle  difeharge,  1 remained  immoveable, 
every  rnoment  expecting  death.  I con- 
tinued, however;  to  watch  him,  refolving, 
if  he  difeovered  me,  to  fell  my  life  as  dear 
as  polfible, 

I 

The  Hottentots  trembling  for  my  fafety 
called  out  from  all  parts,  but  I took  care 
^ not  to  anfwer  ; perfuaded  by  my  filence 
that  I was  already  crulhed  to  pieces,  their 
cries  redoubled, 

The  Elephant  affrighted  at^his  hidden 

clamour,  turned  hafiily  about,  ftepping  a 

# 

fécond  time  over  the  trunk  of  the  tree, 
within  fix  paces  of  where  I lay,  without 
perceiving  me.  Wifhing  to  convince  my 
Hottentots  that  I was  living,  and  impa- 
|ient  at  remciufing  in  this  perilous  fituation, 
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I got  on  my  feet,  when  fending  another 
ball  after  him,  he  continued  his  way  and 
entirely  difappeared. 

This  piâiure  is  not  yet  compleat,  gra- 
titude and  friendihip  mull  clofe  the  recitah 
Generous,  worthy  rnan  ! the  hour  is  arrived 
in  which  I have  fo  often  promifed  to  raife 
this  artlefs  monument  to  the  commemora- 
tion of  thy  virtues  ; but  thou  canfl:  never 
know  the  eftimation  I fet  on  it  ! Never 
can  my  euology  pervade  the  peaceful  bofom 
of  thy  defert  ; yet  thou  art  not  ignorant  of 
my  gratitude,  the  warmth  of  which  I 
have  fometimes  endeavoured  to  expre fs. 
Long  wilt  thou  remember  me,  longdhall  I 
be  fp  oken  of  among  thy  Hoord,  and  hap- 
pier ihall  I be  in  that  idea,  than  in  all  the 
ufelefs  trophies  that  could  be  bellowed  on 
me  by  the  vanity  of  a polhhed  people  ! 
Generous  ! Klaas  pupil  of  nature  ! artlefs 
foul,  undefaced,  uncorrupted  by  the  falfe 
linfel  of  fuperficial  politenefs,  continue  to 
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cherifh  the  remembrance  of  that  friend, 
to  whom  thy  idea  muft  ever  be  dear  ! 

When  in  the  above  mentioned  perilous 
lituation,  at  the  mercy  of  a fvirious  animal, 
who  once  difeovering,  would  have  ended 
me  in  an  inflant  ; while  my  heart  palpitated 
with  apprehenfion,  I was  yet  fufceptible 
of  a fentiment  of  veneration,  infpired  by 
one  of  thofe  worthy  men,  whom  polifhed 
nations  have  agreed  to  fpeak  of  with  dif- 
dain,  as  the  very  out-cafts  of  nature;  in 
fhort,  by  an  African  favage  ! a Hottentot! 

In  quitting  the  Cape,  Klaas  had  been 
recommended  to  me,  by  Mr.  Boers,  as  a 
man  whofe  courage  and  fidelity  might  be 
depended  on  ; he  ordered  him  never  to 
abandon  me,  promifing  a recompenfe  if  I 
returned  fafe  to  the  Cape,  and  gave  a fatis- 
fa(flory  account  of  his  condudl  ; he  faith- 
fully obeyed  thefe  orders,  never  quitting 
me  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  in  this  in- 
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ftance  finding  I had  difappeared  in  an  in- 
ftant,  he  fought  me  in  vain  j I could 
hear  him  call  me  with  the  utmofi:  emo- 
tion, and  addrefs  his  comrades  who  fol- 
lowed at  fome  diftance,  in  terms  of  re- 
proach for  their  cowardice.  “ What  will 
you  do,”  faid  he,  in  his  own  expreffive 
language,  **  where  can  you  go,  fhould  we 
have  the  misfortune  to  find  our  unfortu- 
nate mafter  crufhed  to  pieces  by  the  feet 
of  the  Elephant  ?,  Dare  you  return  to  the 
Cape  without  him  ? Have  you  the  cou- 
rage to  face  the  Fifcal?  Whatever  excufe 
you  may  make,  you  will  certainly  pafs  for 
his  afiaffins.  But  return  to  the  camp, 
pillage  his  effeéls,  do  what  you  pleafe  ; for 
me,  I am  refolved  to  find  my  mafter,  and 
if  dead,  to  perilh  with  him.”  He  accom- 
panied this  difcourfe  with  fuch  lively  ex- 
preffions  of  forrow,  that  in  the  mofi;  criti- 
cal moment  my  heart  was  fenfible  bf  his 
attachment. 
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The  report  of  my  piece  was  an  universal 
fignal  of  joy;  in  a moment  I was  furrounded 
by  my  people.  The  affedlionate  Klaas 
knew  no  fet  terms  in  which  to  exprefs  his 
fatisfadtion,  but  he  prefied  me  eagerly  in 
his  arms. 

His  comrades  overcome  with  fliame  and 
regret,  with  fupplicating  faces  feemed  to 
afk  forgivenefs.  In  few  words  I endea- 
voured to  confole  them,  enjoying  this 
whole  fcene  too  much  to  interrupt  the 
contemplation  of  it  by  idle  fpeeches  or 
ufelefs  reproach. 

From  this  time  I experienced  the  fatis- 
. fadtion  of  bein^  beloved  without  any  mix- 
ture  of  intercfl:.  Klaas  was  now  my  equal, 
my  brother,  the  confidant  of  my  hopes  and 
tears,  ; more  than  once  has  he  calmed  my 
agitated  mind,  and  re-animated  my  droop- 
ing courage  ; if  in  the  fequel  he  may  fhew 
fome  marks  of  weak  nefs,  inconfiflent  with 

the 
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the  good  order  I had  eftablilhed  in  my 
camp,  the  proofs  of  his  attachment  had 
too  much  weight  to  permit  the  exertion 
of  feverity,  or  offering  any  impediments  to 
the  interefts  of  his  heart. 

I Aid  not  forget  to  draw  a faithful  re- 
femblance  of  this  worthy  Hottentot,  from 
which  the  annexed  plate  was  engraved. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 


THE  AUTHOR  RETURNS  TO  THE  CAMP  — AT- 
TACKS FOUR  ELEPHANTS— RECEIVES  A MES- 
SENGER FROM  MR.  BOERS  — WRITES  TO  HIS 
FRIENDS. 


Night  drawing  on,  we  haftened 
to  find  the  Elephant,  which  I had 
the  good  fortune  to  kill  with  a fingle  Ihot  ; 
our  prefence  drove  away  feveral  Vultures 
and  fmall  carnivorous  animals,  who  had 
loft  no  time,  having  already  began  to  dif- 
fer it. 
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The  Hottentots  quickly  kindled  feveral 
fires,  provilions  had  began  to  run  Hiort,  , 
confequently  this  fupply  was  very  wel- 
come to  us  ; they  cut  feveral  dices  off  the 
animal  to  broil  for  themfelves,  dreding 
a part  of  the  trunk  for  me. 

ît  was  the  fir  ft  time  I had  tafted  this 
kind  of  food,  but  I determined  it  ftiould 
not  be  the  laft,  as  I thought  it  delicious, 
Klaas  ad'ured  me  the  feet  were  ftill  better, 
and  promifed  to  convince  me  of  this  by 
preparing  a part  of  them  for  my  next 
morning’s  breakfaft,  which  operation  he 
immediately  fet  about. 

Having  cut  off  the  Elephant’s  feet,  they 
dug  a hole  in  the  earth,  of  three  or  four 
feet  fquare,  which  was  filled  up  with  burn- 
ing wood,  covered  over  with  dried  bran- 
ches, fo  ,as  to  keep  a very  brifk  fire  good 
part  of  the  night.  When  they  thought 
this  pit  fufficiently  heated,  the  fire  was' 

taken 


travels  in  APkiCAi 


251 

taken  out,  and  the  four  feet  being  placed 
in  it,  were  covered  over  with  warm  aihes, 
then  with  lighted  embers  and  fome  fmall 
dry  flicks,  which  continued  burning  ’till 
morning. 

This  night  I w^as  the  only  one  that  flept, 
my  men  keeping  watch  by  order  of  Klaas* 
I was  informed  next  morning  that  they 
had  heard  a number  of  Elephants  and 
Buffalos  all  night  in  the  environs  i this  in- 
deed we  had  expedted,  knowing  the  forefl: 
was  full  of  them,  but  the  number  of  our 
fires  had  prevented  their  giving  us  any 
diflurbànce.  ' 

My  people  prefented  me  with  one  of  the 
before  mentioned  feet  for  breakfafl  ; drefs-, 
ing  had  prodigioufly  fwelled  it,  but  it  ex- 
haled filch  a favory  odour,  that  I foon 
tailed  and  found  it  to  be  delicious.  I had 
often  heard  the  feet  of  Bears  commended, 
but  could  not  conceive  that  fo  grofs  and 

heavy 
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heavy  an  animal  as  the  Elephant,  would 
afford  fuch  delicate  food.  “ Never,”  faid 
I,  “ can  our  modern  epicures  have  fuch  a 
dainty  at  their  tables  ; let  forced  fruits  and 
the  contributions  of  various  countries  con  - 
tribute to  their  luxury,  yet  cannot  they 
procure  fo  excellent  a difli  as  I have  now 
before  me.” 

• 

The  reff  of  the  morning  was  employed 
in  taking  off  the  tulks,  which  did  not 
weigh  above  twenty  pounds,  the  animal 
being  a female,  and  only  eight  feet  three 
inches  high.  My  men  loaded  themfelves 
with  as  much  provifion  as  they  could  carry, 
and  we  returned  towards  the  camp. 

I had  deligned  to  follow  the  track  of 
the  beaft  we  had  wounded,  but  fo  many 
others  had  trampled  about  during  the  night, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  difcover  the  tra- 
ces of  it,  and  being  all  rhuch  fatigued,  I 
voir.  I.  § feared 
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fenred  to  difhearten  my  men,  therefore  de» 
tcrmined  to  return  as  quick  as  podible. 

How  fiîhtil  a fenfe  is  fight  in  a Hot» 
tentot  Î which  is  feconded  by  a fcrutiniz- 
ing  attention,  almofl  miraculous  ! On  a 
dry  foil,  where  the  Elephant,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  weighty  fcarce  leaves  the  ' 
Iraalieft  track;  among  a number  of  wither- 
ed leaves,  foattered  by  the  wind,  the  African 
will  trace  his  fteps  ; a green  leaf  doubled 
or  detached,  the  manner  in  which  a fmall 
branch  is  broken  off,  with  a thoufand  other 
circumftances  equally  minute,  are  to  them 
certain  informations,  where  all  the  re- 
fources  of  the  mofi:  expert  European  hunter 
W'ould  be  ineffeâual.  It  was  only  by  time 
and  experience  that  I could  form  any  idea 
of  a kind  of  divination,  fo  necefiary  in  this 
noble  fpecics  of  hunting,  which  w*as  fo 
pieafing  to  me,  that  I was  fond  of  the 
moft  trifling acquifition.  While  rambling, 
in  the  woods  with  my  people,  the  whole 
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da/  was  fpent  in  qucftions  and  informa- 
tion, example  being  ulUally  joined  to 
precept. 

On  our  return  to  the  camp,  Swanepoel 
informed  me  that  every  night  during  our 
ab fence  he 'had  been  difturbed  by  a number 
of  Elephants,  which  approached  fo  near, 
that  they  could  hear  them  break  the  bran- 
ches of  trees,  and  eat  the  leaves.  I took  a 
turn  in  the  foreft,  where  feveral  young 
trees  were  broken,  the  branches  torn,  and 
the  young  Ihoots  devoured. 

This  was  fufficient  information  for  me, 
my  men  had  recovered  their  fatigue,  and 
I thought  it  more  advifable  to  encounter 
thefe  animals  during  the  day,  than  v/ait 
their  approach  by  night.  We  fat  out  im- 
mediately, but  had  no  occafion  to  go  far 
from  our  camp,  for  having  afcended  a 
little  hill,  on  the  jfkirts  of  the  wood,  I per- 
ceived four  in  a neighbouring  thicket.  J 
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defcended  with  great  precaution,  advancing 
near  enough  to  have  a full  view  of  them 
for  half  an  hour.  I obferved  they  were 
eating  the  extremities  of  branches,  which 
before  they  broke  away,  they  ftruck  three 
or  four  times  with  their  trunks,  as  I ima- 
gined, to  fhake  off  the  infedts  ; after  this 
preliminary,  they  made  a bunch  of  as 
many  as  the  trunk  would  furround,  bear- 
ing them  to  the  mouth  in  a direction  from 
left  to  right,  and  without  much  maftica- 
tion  fwallowed  them.  I obferved  they  gave 
the  preference  to  thofe  branches  mod:  co- 
vered with  leaves,  and  feemed  particularly 
fond  of  a tree,  whofe  fruit,  when  ripe,  is 
yellow,  called  the  Cerijier  (cherry-tree)  in 
this  country. 

When  I had  fufficiently  examined  them 
I fired  at  the  head  of  that  nearefl  me,  my 
fliot.  taking  effedt,  it  fell,  and  in  lefs  than 
teii  minutes  I was  equally  fuccefsful  with 
the  other  three.  When  a troop  of  Ele- 
phants 
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phants  is  encountered,  if  you  kill  the  firft 
you  aim  at,  fuccefs  is  almoft  fure  with  the 
reftj  but  I diall  fpeak  of  this  fingularity 
hereafter. 

We  imagined  there  were  more  near,  but 
a great  noife  on  one  fide  of  us  caught  our 
attention,  and  turning  about,  one  of  my 
Hottentots  perceived  a young  Elephant 
and  fhot  it.  I was  very  much  difpleafed 
with  him  for  this,  the  animal  not  being 
bigger  than  a calf  of  five  or  fix  months  old, 
might  eafily  have  been  caught  and  tamed. 

Among  the  four  I had  fhot,  was  one 
young  male,  about  feven  feet  high,  his 
tufks  did  not  weigh  more  than  fifteen 
pounds  each  ; the  highefl  of  the  three  fe- 
males was  eight  feet  five  inches,  the  tufks 
not  exceeding  the  fame  weight. 

A fingularity  that  aftonifhed  both  my- 
felf  and  people,  who  afiured  me  they  had 

s 3 never 
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never  feen  an  example  of  the  kind  before,  ' 
and  which  the  fedentarv  niituraliils  will  no 

y 

doubt  difpiite,  was,  that  the  Elephant  we 
judged  to  be  the  mother  of  the  young 
male,  had  but  one  teat,  which  was  placed 
in  the  middle  of  her  breaft  ; this  was, full 
of  milk,  I drew  fome  of  it  into  my  hand, 
it  was  fwxet,  but  of  a difagreeable  flavor, 
and  flowed  from  eight  fmall  pundiures  j 
the  others  had  two  as  ufual. 

The  young  male  which  my  indifcreet 
Hottentot  had  killed,  had  not  yet  any  tulks, 
on  exaniination  I perceived  two  fmall 
white  fpots  where  they  would  have  been, 
about  the  fize  of  deer  fhot.  The  flefh  of 
this  was  extremely  delicate. 

I hoped  to  have  found  a fœtus  in  one  of 
thefe  creatures,  but  was  difappointed  j 
. their  jftomachs  were  filled  with  a very 
tranfparent  liquid,  which  my  people  drank 
of;  I tailed  it  myfelf,  but  it  occafioned 

fuch 
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fuch  a difagreeable  naufca,  that  I imme- 
diately ran  to  drink  at  a fpring,  about  a 
quarter  of  a league  off. 

I had  left  my  men  bufy  in  cutting  up 
the  Elephants,  on  my  return  I thought  it 
very  extraordinary,  not  to  find  any  of 
themj;  I could  not  conceive  why  they  had 
left  their  work,  and  began  calling  as  loud 
as  pofiible,  but  was  fiiill  more  aftonifhed  at 
feeing  them  come  out  of  the  Elephants, 
being  employed  in  fecuring  fome  interior 
parts  of  the  creatures,  which  next  to  the 

* 

trunk  and  feet,  are  accounted  the  greatelb 
delicacies. 

I had  fent  one  of  the  Elpttentots  to  my 
camp,  to  tell  Swanepoel  to  fend  me  fome 
harneifed  oxen  and  a chain  ; we  had  cut 
off  the  heads  of  the  Elephants  before  they 
arrived,  we  now  fafiiened  them  to  the 
chain,  but  found  great  difficulty  in  getting 
the  oxen  near  enough  to  draw  them  ; at 
' , s 4 length 
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length  we  accompliHied  our  purpofe,  and 
with  much  labour  got  them  to  the 
Camp, 

Returning'  to  the  thicket,  where  I had 
left  part  of  my  men,  I found  it  impoffible 
to  make  my  horfe  pafs  along,  the  way 
being  tinged  with  the  blood  that  flowed 
from  the  heads  ; I was  obliged  therefore  to 
take  him  another  way,  but  no  fooner  did 
he  approach  the  Elephants,  than  he  ftarted, 
kicked,  and  in  the  end  threw  me,  after 
which,  running  a confidcrable  way  round, 
he  regained  the  Camp. 

I mufl:  now  fpeak  of  one  of  thofe  inte- 
refling  moments,  when  every  impulfe  of 
pleafure  and  tranfport  animates  the  foul  ; 
fituations,  which  the  fufceptible  heart  fo 
exquifitely  feels,  but  is  fo  utterly  unable  to 
exprefs, 

Obliged  to  return  to  the  Camp  on  foot, 
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I perceived  a ftranger  on  horfeback;  it  was 
a Hottentot.  Oblerving  that  he  defigned 
to  come  up  with  me,  I flopped  for  him. 
This  proved  to  be  an  exprefs  from  Mr. 
Boers,  who  had  received  orders  to  enquire 
after  me  in  all  the  colonies  I had  paffed 
through,  then,  following  my  track,  he  was 
to  feek  me  in  the  defert.  This  man  had 
exacflly  fulfilled  his  commifiion,  having 
traced  the  marks  of  my  waggon  wheels, 
which  had  led  him  to  my  different  en- 
campments, and  at  length  to  myfelf. 

Before  I quitted  the  Cape,  Mr.  Boers  , 
had  promifed,  that  if,  during  my  abfence, 
any  letters  arrived  from  Europe,  he  would 
remit  them  to  me,  if  poffible^  this  re- 
fpecTable  friend  had  kept  his  word  ; ' in 
the  packet  that  was  now  delivered,  I 
found  feveral  from  France,  which  were 
the  firft  I had  received  fince  my  depar- 
ture. 


I can- 
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I cannot  defcribe  my  impatience  ort 
taking  this  packet  from  the  hands  of  the 
meÜènger;  uncertain  whether  the  news 
was  good  or  ill,  I had  hardly  power  to 
break  the  feals  3 it  may  be  ealily  ima- 
gined I did  not  wait  for  this  'till  I re- 
turned to  the  camp  ; thefe  letters  were 
X from  my  deareft  friend  — my  wife  !— 
Impatience  prevented  my  reading  — my 
eyes  glanced  haftily  over  them — all  were 
well — were  happy  !•— I was  beloved,  re- 
gretted—friendlhip  reached  me  though  in 
a defert  ; overcharging  my  heart  with 
tender,  remembrances.— I could  neither 
ipeak  nor  figh  ; pleafure  poffefîed  all  my 
faculties,  and  deprived  me  of  utterance. 

Thefe  firft  tranfports  over,  I returned 
to  the  camp,  where  (hutting  myfelf  up, 
I gave  a free  palTage  to  my  tears.  Having 
compofed  my  fpirits,  I immediately  pre- 
pared to  anfwer  thefe  letters,  dating,  mine 

from 
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from  l"he  Camp  in  Auteniquasy  on  the  day 
ivhen  I killed  four  Elephants. 

One  of  thefe  letters,  which  I addrelTed 
to  a learned  perlbn,  and  which  contained 
lèverai  interefting  details,  was  fome  years 
ago,  handed  about  Paris,  where  it  was 
ridiculoufly  criticifed.  It  contained  a 
humber  of  difeoveries,  which  contradidled 
the  prevailing  opinion  of  that  time  ; thefe 
J fliall  take  notice  of  in  iny  difeription  of 
animals. 

In  the  evening,  the  camp  put  in  order, 
ôur  fires  made,  myfelf  feated  as  ufual, 
the  letters  I had  been  writing  on  the 
table,  and  the  Hottentots  furrounding 
me,  ‘‘  Friends,”  faid  I,  “ this  perfon, 
“ your  countryman,  has  been  fent  by  Mr. 
‘‘  Boers,  to  enquire  after  my  welfare,  and 
“ to  know  if  your  conduct'  anfwers  his 
**  wi/heS  i in  this,’*  taking  up  the  firfl 
letter  that  came  to  hand,  “ I have  inform- 

ed 
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“ ed  him,  you  have  hitherto  behaved  as 
“ brave  and  honeil  men  ; tliat  during  the 
“ eight  months  we  have  travelled  toge- 
“ ther,  *I  have  regarded  you  as  the  faithful 
“ companions  of  my  labour  ; and. I have 
“ entreated  him  to  be  under  no  apprehen- 
“ Hons  on  your  account,  as  I rely  on  your 
“fidelity  with  the  utmoft  chearfulnefs  ; 
“ on  his  return  to  the  Cape,  he  may  in- 
“ form  your  friends  and  relations,  that  you 
“ are  content  and  happy.” 

' * 

The  proofs  of  attachment  I had  re- 
ceived from  my  friends,  their  repeated  af- 
furances  of  remembrance  and  affeâion, 
gave  me  fuch  extreme  pleafure,  that  for 
the  moment  I forgot  Africa,  my  collection, 
birds  and  hunting,  every  other  confider- 
ation  being  abforbed  in  the  idea  of  the  ten- 
dernefs,  and  memory  of  my  friends. 

I had  this  night  been  rather  too  gene- 
rous in  the  diftribution  of  my  tobacco, 

having 
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having  given  them  enough  to  occafion  in- 
toxication ; this,  however,  I was  now  con- 
j triving  means  to  prevent  ; their  third  pipe 
I drew  near  the  conclulion  ; after  having 
I drank  my  tea,  I ordered  a box  to  be  brought 
and  placed  before  me,  which  opening,  with 
all  the  art  and  myftery  of  a quack,  I drew 
out  that  noble  and  melodious  inftrument 
called  a jew’s-harp  ! and  beginning  to  play 
a lively  tune,  the  pipes  of  the  Hottentots 
were  inftantly  laid  afide,  and  every  one 
employed  in  gazing  at  me,  with  mouths 
half  open,  arms  extended,  and  fingers 
ftretched  alunder  ; they  might,  altogether, 
have  furnilhed  an  excellent  idea  to  a 
painter  who  wifiied  to  exprefs  a group 
of  figures  ftruck  by  the  power  enchant- 
ment. Their  aftonifliment  was  more 
than  equalled  by  the  pleafure  they  felt  ; 
every  one,  with  his  head  afide,  prefenting 
an  attentive  ear,  that  did  not  lofe  a fingle 
found  of  my  inltrument.  I was  much  di-  ' 
verted  j;  but  took  the  utmofi:  care  not  to 

laugh. 
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laugh,  as  that  would  have  fpoiled  the  jcd, 
,and  lelTened  the  value  of  ikiulic. 

When  I ceafed  playing,  I gave  the  harp 
to  the  neared:  Hottentot,  but  had  foine 
difficulty  in  teaching  him  how  to  ufe  it, 
which  having  accompliffied,  I fent  him 
to  his  place  ; and  not  wifhing  to  make 
any  difference  among  them,  gave  one  to 
each.-  Some  played  tolerably,  fome  ill, 
fome  horribly  ; in  truth,  it  was  a difeord 
that  might  have  feared  a fet  of  furies  ; even 
my  oxen,  frighted  at  fuch  an  unufual  noife, 
bellowed  hedioully  ; and  in  every  part  of 
our  camp  there  was  a mixture  of  founds 
that  exceeded  defeription. 

4k 

The  air  of  amazement  that  ffruck  my 
people  on  playing  this  ridiculous  inftru- 
ment,  convinced  me,  that  very  limple 
means  will  affonifh  untutored  minds  ; and 
that,  probably,  the  Ikill  of  Orpheus,  ajid 

harmony 
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harmony  of  his  lyre,  owe  all  their  excel- 
lence to  the  imagination  of  the  poets. 

Though  they  were  all  in  the  greateft 
good  humour,  I was  afraid  this  mirth 
might  occafion  ferions  confequences  ; for 
my  oxen,  who  had-  not  yet  forgot  the 
elephants,  if  too  much  frighted,  might 
wander  from  our  camp  ; by  a motion  of  * 
my  hand  I made  them  underfland  I had 
fomething  to  ûy  ; in  an  inftant  every  one 
was  filent. 

“ My  good  friends,”  faid  I,  ‘T  have  rc- 
**  galed  you  with  fome  of  the  bed:  tobacco 
“ you  ever  tailed,  and  given  every  one  an 
‘‘•excellent  mufical  infiniment;  now  let 
“ us  terminate  our  feafl  by  drinking  a bum- 
“ per  of  brandy  each,  to  the  health  of  our 
“ abfent  friends.” 

This  was  a night  of  revels  ; Kers  was 
feated  by  my  fide,  a place  he  never  failed 

to 
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to  avail  himfelf  of  in  the  evening  ; indeed, 
I had  fpoiled  him',  never  eating  or  drinking 
any  thing  but  he  came  in  for  his  fhare  ; 
and  if  I feemed  inclined  to  forget  him,  he 
ever  took  care  to  remind  me,  either  by' 
munching,  or  giving  me  a touch  with  his 
paw.  Pie  was  equally  fond  of  milk  and 
brandy,  the  latter  I ever  gave  him  on  a 
plate,  as  1 had  remarked,  that  in  drinking  out 
of  a glafs,  his  greedinefs  and  precipitation 
made  him  draw  as  much  up  his  noftrils  as 
he  took  in  at  his  mouth,  which  occafioned 
him  to  cough  and  fneeze  for  hours. 

Kees,  as  I have  already  faid,  was  feated 
by  my  hde,  the  plate  before  him,  ready 
for  his  lliare,  while  his  eyes  impatiently 
followed  the  brandy  bottle,  which  the  Hot- 
tentots lerved,  with  what  impatience  did 
he  wait  his  turn  ! Alas  ! the  unfortunate 
rogue,  that  licked  his  lips  in  advance,  did 
not  know  he  was  going  to  tafte  that  be- 
witching liquor  for  the  laft  time  ; not  that 

I loll 
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I lolt.  my  friend  Kees,  though  in  future 
I fived  his  portion  ofhrandy. 

I had  packed  up  my  difpatches,  and  was 
putting  on  the  laft  cover  at  the  moment 
the  bottle  had  finiihed  its  round,  and  reach- 
ed my  monkey.  I determined  for  once  to 
cheat  him  ; but  without  any  other  intent 
than  to  amufe  myfelf  with  his  furprize. 
The  liquor  had  been  juft  pomed  into  the 
plate,  and  he  was  preparing  to  feize  it, 
when  I added,  unfeen,  a piece  of  lighted 
paper  ; the  brandy  blazed  immediately  ; 
Kees  fcreamed  and  chattered,  running 
away  as  faft  as  pofTible  ; it  was  in  vain 
I called  and  endeavoured  to  coax  him, 
for  being  too  angry  to  be  eafily  pacified, 
he  left  us  and  went  to  his  bed.  The 
night  was  far  advanced  ; and  after  re- 
ceiving the  thanks  of  my  people,  we  all 
retired  to  reft. 

y Of.,  u T I muft 
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I muH  obferve,  that  fear  had  fo  intirely 
poffefled  poor  Kecs,  that  it  was  in  vain 
I afterwards  endeavoured  to  make  him  for- 
get what  had  happened,  by  offering  him 
his  former  favourite  liquor,  which  I could 
never  after  prevail  on  him  to  tafte.  Some- 
times my  men  would  teaze  him,  by  ilioW- 
ing  him  the  brandy  bottle,  which  was  ever 
enough  to  make  him  chatter  and  grind  his 
teeth. 


The  next  day,  after  having  recompenfed 
the  Meffenger  of  Mr.  Boers,  I gave  him 
my  difpatches,  and  he  fat  out  for  the  ^ 
Cape. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  xin. 


THE  AUTHOR  CONTINUES  HIS  JOURNEY  — 
CROSSES  A DANGEROUS  MOUNTAIN  — MEETS 
with  a HOORD  of  HOTTENTOTS. 


IN  the  morning  I difledled  the  head  of 
one  of  the  elephants,  leaving  in  the 
grinders  and  tulks  > during,  this  employ-' 
ment  my  people  returned  loaded  with  the 
heft  parts  of  the  animals,  which  they  cut 
into  long  thin  llicesy  that  it  might  dry  the 
more  fpeedily  when  expofed  to  the  fun 
and  wind.  Some  were  employed  in  break- 
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ing  the  bones,  and  boiling  them  for  the 
greafe,  which  they  then  put  into  bladders, 
andother  inteflines.  The  Hottentot  is  never 
negligent  in  this  particiikr,  for  befides 
the  confumption  on  his  own  perfon,  h'e 
ufes  much  in  cookery,  and  indeed  we  were 
never  overburthened  with  this  article,  the 
greaiing  of  our  wheels  and  traces  wafting 
a large  quantity;  for  without  this  pre- 
caution_the  leather  would  foon  have  been 
cracked  and  broken  by  the  heat  of  the 
fun.  I likewife  burned  it  continually  du- 
ring the '«night  ; in  default  of  cotton  tearing 
wdeks  from  my  cravats. 

This  buftnefs  took  up  fome  time,  and 
was  fcarcely  finiftied  wdicn  one  of  my 
men  informed  us  he  Had  feèn  the  print  of 
an  elephant’s  foot  at  about  an  hundred 
paces  from  the  tent  ; I rah  to  fee  it,  and 
judged  the  animal  to  be  monftrous,  from 
the  largenefs  of  the  impref  ion,  which  was 
fo  frclh,  it  .could  not  be  far  off.  On 

fearching 
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fcarching’  the  foreft,  we  foon  came  near 
enough  for  me  to  fhoot  him  in  a vital 
part,  'but  was  furprifed  he  did  not  fall  ; 

I now  concluded,  that  either  my  gun  was 
not  fiithciently  loaded,  or  that  the  beaft 
was  impenetrable.  As  foon  as  he  felt 
himfelf  ftruck,  he  ruflied  furioufly  towards 
us  ; but  we  effedlually  fecured  ourfelves 
from  his  rage,  by  haftily  retiring  behind 
fome  bulhes.  After  ftriking  the  ground 
for  fome  time,  he  turned  away,  and  tho’ 
he  had  loft  much  blood,  went  off  at  fa 
quick  a rate,  that  it  would  have  been  im- 
poffible  to  have  overtaken  hkn. 

I was  very  much  vexed  at  this  efcape, 
it  being  by  much  the  fined:  I had  ever 
feen,  meafuring  at  Icafi  twelve  or  thirteen  • 
feet;  aad  by  what  we  could  judge,  his 
tufks  might  we'gh  a hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  each, 

T'a 
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Our  meat  being  well  dried  and  packed, 
we  fet  out  on  our  return  to  Cabman’s- hole, 
which  I hadVpaded  on  the  13th  of  April, 
two  months  before.  The  Hottentots  I 
had  fent  to  reconnoitre  brought  me  word, 
that  We  might  pàfs  the  chain  of  mountains, 
at  a part  called  Tete  de  Diable^  or  Devil’s 
Head  ; We  took  that  road,  palling  my 
favorite  fettlement  of  Fmnpoen  Kraal ^ of 
which  I took  a laft  farewell. 

Having  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  moun* 
]tain,  I ordered  the  head  of  the  elephant 
I had  dilTefted,  to  be  put  in  one  of  the 
waggons,  and  likewife  the  birds  and  in- 
fed:s  that  I had  prepared;  then  leaving  my 
camp  once  more  to  the  care  of  part  of  my 
faithful  attendants,  with  iji . waggon,  took 
the  road  to  Mr.  Mulder’s  ; for  having  re- 
turned a confiderable  'way,  I was  no  great 
diilance  from  his  dwelling.  He  was  kind 

I O 

enough  to  promife,  that  he  would  remit 
this  colleftion  to  Mr.  Boers.  I now  once 
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, more  took  leave  of  Mr.  Mulder  and  his 
refpedlable  family,  and  rejoined  my  peo- 
ple. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  climbed  the 
mountain  with  great  trouble  and  fatigue  ; 
but  this  was  nothing  compared  to  the  de-- 
fcenhon  on  the  other  fide,  which  appeared 
fo  very  difficult,  as  to  alarm  and  frighten 
every  individual  oE  our  company,  who 
flood  looking  at  each  other  without  utter- 
ing a w'ord  ; in  fine,  we  were  as  men  fud*- 
denly  caught  in  a trap.  To  flay  on  the  peak 
was  impoffiblcj  we  mu  ft  either  defcend  on 
one  fide  or  the  other — thus  if  we  efcaped 
Scylla  we  fell  into  Charibdis. 

But  fortitude  and  precaution  prevail  over 
every  obftacle  ; I recollected  that  this  en- 
terprize  was  -not  more  difficult  for  my 
caravan,  than  the  paftage  of  the  Alps  had 
been  to  innumerable  armies  ; I therefore 
began  to  prepare  for  the  dangerous  doi.- 

T 4 fcent 
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fcent,  by  harneffing  only  two  of  my  oxeu 
to  each  waggon,  letting  only  one  go  down 
at  a time.  The  hrll;  advanced  in  good 
order,  efcorted  by  all  my  people  -,  it  was 
necelfary  to  pafs  over  a number  of  de- 
tached points  of  rock,  which  formed  a 
kind  of  fteep  ftaircafe,  that  every  moment 
gave  the  waggon  fuch  violent  Ihocks  as  to 
threaten  to  break  it  to  pieces.  But  this 
was  not  tlie  moft  perilous  part  of  the  bu- 
fmefs  ; for  by  means  of  ropes  faftened  to 
the  wheels,  we  fometimes  bore  them  up 
or  let  them  run,  as  appeared  mo/c  con- 
venient ; It  was  when  we  encountered  the 
fmooth,  flippery  declivities,  that  we  were 
in  the  greateft  danger.  Here  the  Beafts 
and  carriage  w’ere  frequently  on  the  very 
verge  of  a tremendious  precipice.  In 
thefe  fituations  we  got  to  the  highefl  fide 
of^the  declivity,  and  pulled  with  all  our 
united  force  the  ropes  that  were  faftened 
to  the  waggons;  for  without  this  pre- 
caution, it  would  have  been  impoffible  to 

have 
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have  faved  either  the  carriage,  or  oxen  that 
drew  it,  from  deftrudion. 

We  were  obliged  to  climb  this  moun- 
tain twice,  having  to  fetch  our  other  wag- 
gon, which  likewife  defcended  in  fafety, 
after  much  labour  and  fatigue. 

I confidered  this  mountain  as  a barrier 
nature  had  placed  between  me  and  her 
choiceft  treafures,  and  I determined,  if 
polTible,  to  overcome  the  difficulty;  I 
well  knew,  that  the  way  from  Auteniquas 
to  Ange -Kloof  was  deemed  impraticable 
for  any  carriage,  myfelf  being  the  firfl  that 
had  made  the  attempt  ; this  refletion 
, gratified  my  vanity,  efpecially  as  the  enter- 
prise was  (irowned  with  fuccefs  ; but 
puniffiment  followed  temerity  ; for  I now 

found  myfelf  in  a moft  barren,  black  de- 
fer t. 


We 
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We  had  intirely  loft  light  of  the  delight» 
ful  and  fertile  country  of  Aiiteniquas  ; 
the  mountains  we  had  crolTed,  or  more 
properly  llid  from,  intirely  obllrLidiing 'the 
view  of  thofe  majellic  fore  Ils  we  had 
ib  long  admired,  The  valley  we  were 
now  entering  appeared  a tedious  defert, 
without  the  Jealf  appearance  of  verdure  ; 
-.a  hmilar  chain  of  mountains,  which  extend 
■themfelves  in  a parallel  direction,  I'eeming 
barely  to  produce  fome  miferable  plants 
that  grow  in  fmall  clullerFJ,  furrounded 
by  the  wood,  called  Wage-Eocm.  The 
extenfiYe  defert  formed  between  thelè 
cuhaences,  is  of  an  amazing  length,,  which 
iras  given  it  the  name  of  Ange-^Kloof,  çr 
Long  Valley, 

My  iiitention  being  to  go  northward,  we 
CQiitjnucd  our  -march  for  feven  hours, 
croiling  the  river  Queur  Boom,  which  in 
this  valley  is  no  more  than  a lhallovv  ri- 
h'olef,  not  bearing  the  leah -appearance  of 

that 
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that  rapid  ftream,  which  two  months  be- 
fore, had  fo  endangered  my  life  when  in 
purfuit  of  the  Balbuzard. 

With  fome  dull  melancholy  encamp- 
ments, we  continued  our  wearifome  jour- 
ney ; and  after  twenty-two  hours  march 
pafTcd  another  river,  properly  called  Krom 
Rivier  (the  Crooked  or  Winding  River) 
whofe  current  is  fo  amazingly  ferpentine, 
that  we  were*  perpetually  meeting  with 
it,  crolfing  ten  times  in  the  courfe  of 
our  journey.  As  we  advanced,  the  rocks 
on  each  fide  approached  nearer  to  each 
other  y the  valley  bearing  the  appearance 
of  a marfhy  gutter  ; fix  leagues  of  which 
miferable  road  tired  my  oxen  exceedingly. 
We  were  now  come  again  to  Krom-Ri- 
vier,  for  the  lafl  time,  for  it  here  turns 
eaflward,  and  falls  into  the  fea,  and  our 
fteps  were  'diredled  northward.  In  this 
place  I left  one  of  my  horfes  that  was  fick, 
and  unable  to  travel,  not  being  willing  to 

flop 
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-ftop  and  wait  the  event  .of  an  uncer- 
tain cure.  Ange-Kloof  has  fome  few 
fcattered  habitations,  that  refemble  more 
the  dens  of  animals  than  the  dwellings 
of  men.  Thefe  people  breed  but  few 
cattle. 

When  the  eaft  wind  blows  in  this 
country  the  cold  is  extreme  ; I felt  it  fo 
during  the  whole  time  of  my  ftay  in  this 
place  y and  every  morning  *we  had  white 
frpfts.  I do  not  know  the  exad:  length 
of  this  dreary  valley  ; but  it  took  us  up 
forty-fix  hours  to  pafs  it. 

' After  an  advance  of  feven  or  eight 
leagues,  we  eroded  the  Diep-Rivier  (the 
Deep  River  5)  ten  leagues  from  which, 
on  the  7th  of  Auguft,  we  encamped  on 
the  borders  of  that  called  Gamtoos,  which 
takes  its  name  from  an  unfortunate  Cap- 
tain who  was  Ihip wrecked  there. 


We 
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We  had  a very  fteep  and  dangerous 
mountain  to  pafs  before  we  reached  this 
fpot  j two  of  my  oxen  were  killed  in  the 
defert,  being  embowelled  by  the  pointed 
rocks  ; I owed  this  lofs  to  the  carelefsnefs 
of  thofe  who  were  to  condud:  the  fécond 
waggon,  but  had  imprudently  left  it.  The 
beautiful  appearance  of  this  country  feemed 
to  promife  a recompenfe  for  the  difagree- 
able  days  and  fevere  cold  we  had  encoun- 
tered, in  pafling  the  valley  of  Ange -Kloofs  , 

/ 

The  hrfr  night  of  my  encampment  in 
this  place,  as  I was  laying  awake  in  my 
tent,  I thought  I heard  an  uncommon 
noife  ; I liftened  attentively,  and  found  I 
was  not  iniftaken,  plainly  diftinguifhing  ^ 
linging  and  other  expreffions  of  mirth, 
which  feemed  aj  no  great  diftance.  I im- 
mediately called  my  men,  who  had  like  wife 
heard  it.  The  queftion  was,  whether  they 
were  Hottentots  or  Caffrees  ; if  the  latter, 

they 
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tliey  were  to  be  feared  ; not  that  they 
thirft  for  human  blood,  (as  fome  ignorant 
writers  have  advanced)  more  than  other 
favages,  but  on  account  of  the  odious  treat- 
ment they  have  received  from  the  colonifls, 
which  leads  them  to  w^age  perpetual  war, 
fuppofing  vengeance  is  a natural  right. 

I fhall  hereafter  relate  fome  fadfs,  that 
will  do  more  than  weak  and  vain  reafoning, 
in  proving  which  is  the  greater  barbarian, 
an  African  favage,  or  a white  colonift. 

I was  the  fame  colour  with  their  ene- 
mies, this  was  a fu^cient  reafon  to  be 
confounded  in  the  number  of  their  victims  5 
I put  all  my  people  under  arms,  we  then 
left  our  camp,  and  moved  cautioufly  for- 
ward. The  noife  prefently  became  more 
dillind:,  and  we  difcovered  fome  fires  -,  I ^ 
could  not  now  believe  they  were  Caffrees, 
as  this  meafure  mufi;  infallibly  have  be- 
trayed them,  and  had  they  thought  to  con- 
ceal 
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ceal  themfelves,  they  would  doubtlefs  have 
been  filent.  However,  being  refolved  to 
guard  againft  the  worft  that  might  happen, 
I placed  myfelf  in  ambufcade,  wilhing 
to  furprife  them  in  cafe  they  advanced  to 
feize  or  pillage  my  camp,  at  the  lame  time 
fending  two  of  my  people  to  reconnoitre. 
Thefe  foon  returned,  informing  me  it  was 
a falfe  alarm  that  had  difturbed  us,  it 
being  only  a hoord  of  Hottentots,  that  were 
diverting  themfelves  with  linging  and  dan- 
cing. I was  pleafed  with  this  information, 
as  it  would  afford  me  an  intereflino:  inter- 
view  on  the  morrow. 

We  now  returned  to  the  camp, and  paffed 
the  remainder  of  the  night  in  great  tran- 
quillity. In  the  morning  I was  awakened 
by  the  warbling  of  birds,  fome  of  which 
were  totally  unknown  to  me.  • I foimid  part 
of  them  very  beautiful,  the  bright  copper- 
coloured  Starling,  crefted  cuckow,  and  the 
King  Fillier,  were  among  the  number. 

Game 
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Game  appeared  to  be  in  great  abundance, 
a multitude  of  Pheafants  rifing  before  me. 
i likewife  faw  feveral  Gazells,  of  that  fpe- 
cics  called  Bos- Bock,  and  the  facility  with 
which  we  could  take  thefe  creatures  gave 
me  great  pleafure. 

While  I was  amufing  myfelf  with  {hoot- 
ing birds,  I gave  my  Hottentots  pennif- 
fion  to  vifit  thofe  who  had  alarmed  us  the 
preceding  night.  An  acquaintance  was 
foon  formed,  I was  introduced,  and  we 
were  mutually  fatisfied  with  each  other. 
The  women  every  night  brought  us  a 
quantity  of  milk  ; thefe  people  polTeffing  a 
large  ftock  of  cattle,  they  gave  me  fome 
fheep,  and  a couple  of  oxen  for  my  wag- 
gons ; but  unwilling  to  be  in  their  debt, 
I prefented  them  with  knives,  fleels,  and 
fome  tobacco. 

My  men  were  foon  favorites  with  the 
Hoord,  each  obtaining  a female  compa- 
nion, 
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Hldn,  who  without  ceremony  eftablifhed 
themfelv^es  at  our  camp  for  the  time  we 
meant  to  remain  here;  » 

I was  informed  that  I mi^ht  chance  to 

C> 

find  fome  Hippopotamufes  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river.  I had  never  feen  any  of 
thefe  creatures,-  being  therefore  only  four 
or  five  leagues  from  the  fea,  and  wifhing 
to  procure  this  animal,  I proceeded  to  the 
fpot,  but  the  river  was  fo  wide,  and  the 
borders  fo  obftrucfted  with  large  trees,  that 
all  my  labour  was  ufelefs.- 

I palTed  the  days  in  walking  about  the 
environs,  and  during  the  night  lay  in  waity 
in  hopes  they  would  come  out  of  the 
water  to  graze,  but  could  never  obtain  the 
fatistacStion  of  feeing  one.  On  the  other 

hand,  the  Elephant  and  Buffalo  were  fo 

\ 

Common  and  eafily  killed,  that  we 
abounded  with  provifions,  and  furnifhed 
the  former  hufbands  of  the  ladies,  now  at 
VOL.  I*  u Gur 
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our  camp,  With  as  much  as  they  pleafed. 
Being  better  armed  I hunted  for  them, 
obliging  theih  by  every  method  in  my 
power,  wifhihg  even  in  the  midfi:  of  the 
defarts  of  Africa  to  make  myfelf  refpecSted 
and  beloved. 

I cannot  pafs  on  without  remarking, 
that  though  fome  hiftorians  have  given  the 

I 

character  of  jealoufy  to  the  Hottentots, 
thefe,  at  lead;,  were  not  acquainted  with 
that  cruel  paffion  ; fhould  I in  future  meet 
with  others  pofleffed  of  it,  I fliall  declare 
the  fad:  with  equal  veracity. 


' CHAP. 
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CHAP,  XV, 


ALARMED  BY  A TROOP  OK  ELEPHANTS  — RÉFLEC- 
TIONS  ON  THE  DUTCH  SETTLEMENTS  AT  THE 
CAPE  — TAKES  LEAVE  OF  THE  HOTTENTOT 
HOORD— PURSUES  HIS  JOURNEY. 


My  kindnels  had  gained  the  confi- 
dence and  good-will  of  thofe  wor- 
thy favages,  who  entertained  fo  high  an 
opinion  of  me,  that  they  undertook  nothing 
of  moment  without  firll;  alking  my  advice. 

One  day  a party  of  them  came  to  com- 
plain that  the  Hyænas  were  perpetually 
thinning  their  flocks.  I readily  credited 

u 2 thef$ 
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thefe  aflertions,  having  recently  had  one 
of  my  oxen  devoured  by  thofe  animals. 
Delighted  at  the  thought  of  hunting  with 
them,  I fixed  on  the  next  morning  for  that 
purpofe,  and  in  confequence  of  this  ap- 
pointment, they  were  ready  at  my  tent  by 
break  of  day,  to  the  number  of  a hundred, 
well  armed  with  bows  and  arrows.  I im- 
mediately put  myfelf  at  their  head,  and* 
we  began,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  beat 
about  the  environs  with  our  dogs. 

I hoped  we  fhould  be  able  to  deffroy 
mofi:  of  the  wild  beafts  that  infefted  this 
part  of  the  country,  but  the  noife  of  three 
difeharges  of  my  carbine,  (which  had 
brought  down  as  .many  animals)  difperfed 
and  afrighted  the  reft,  driving  them  to 
fuch  a diftance,  that  during  my  ftay  in  this 
place,  no  others  ever  made  their  appear- 
ance. 

Some  days  after  an  event  happened 

which 
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which  might  have  been  attended  with  fe-  / 
rious  confequences.  In  the  middle  of  the 
night  we  were  awaked  by  a horrible  din  ; 
we  foon  found  it  proceeded  from  a troop 
of  Elephants,  which  had  lurrounded  our 
camp.  They  were  fo  amazingly  nume- 
rous, that  we  thought  it  unadvifable  to 
difpute  their  paffage  ; my  camp,  animals 
and  carriages  would  have  been  pulverized 
in  a moment  ; fortunately  they  made  no 
flay,  and  we  efcapsd  the  danger. 

At  day  break  we  were  vilited  by  our 
neighbours,  who  had  been  equally  terrified 
during  the  night,  and  came  to  inform  me 
I mufi;  never  attack  this  kind  of  Elephant, 
which  was  very  dangerous  and  malignant, 
and  their  flefii  good  for  nothing,  being 
extremely  ilnwholefome  ; in  a word,  that 

thefe  red  Elephants red  Elephants!  the 

very  name  gave  me  an  inclination  to  fee 
them,  and  promifed  me  additional  infor- 

u 3 mation. 
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mation,  for  I had  never  before  either  heard 
or  read  of  themw 

The  animals  had  retired  into  the  fored;> 
and  gained  a fpot  only  covered  with  un- 
derwood, where  it  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely imprudent  to  attack  them.  I 
ordered  my  Hottentots  to  take  a circle  and 
gain  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  wood,  then^to 
fet  light  to  the  dried  grafs  in  a number  of 
places,  and  fire  their  mufkets,  which  would 
oblige  the  animals  to  pafs  near  the  foot 
of  a rock  upon  which  I was  poffed  .with 
fome  of  ray  bell  markfmen,  out  of  the 

reach  of  danger  ; every  thing  fucceeded  to 

0 

my  v/ifh.  They  had  no  fooner  obeyed  my 
orders,  than  the  whole  troop  took  the 
alarm  and  approached  the  fpot  where  I 
was  Rationed  ; a dozen  difcharges  was  the 
reception  we  beflowed  on  them,  on  which 
they  retired  with  precipitation. 

In  vain  fliould  I attempt  to  defcribe 

the 
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the  multiplie'd  figris  of  fury  they  ex- 
preifed,  on  feeing  themfelves  purfued  on 
one  fide  by  the  blazing  buOies  and  grafs, 
and  oppofed  on  the  other  by  our  Ihot, 
which  barred  up  the  only  palîage  by 
which  .they  could  efcape  the  danger. 
They  exerted  themfelves  as  much  as  the 
enormous  weight  of  their  bodies  would 
permit,  the  loudnefs  of  their  cries,  with 
the  crafhing  of  a number  of  trees,  which 
they  overthrew  in  their  flight,  formed 
altogether  a kind  of  horrid  tumult,  and 
fl:ruck  an  awe  and  terror  on  my  mind, 
even  though  I was  fo  flieltered  by  the 
rock  as  to  be  entirely  out  of  danger. 

We  wounded  one,  who  had  flnce  min- 
gled with  the  rell  in  fuch  a manner,  that 
it  was  impolTible  to  diflinguifh  or  get  ano- 
ther fhot  at  it,  but  by  its  continued  bel- 
lowing I concluded  the  hurt  was  defpe- 
rate,  and  that  it  could  not  polTibly  efcape. 
I refolved  therefore  to  feek  it  the  next 

u 4 day 
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day,  and  calling  my  people  together  vve 
regained  the  camp. 

\ 

1 was  at  hrft  furprifed  at  the  appearr^ 
ance  of  thefe  animals,  and  thought  the 
rednefs  of  their  (Idns  very  extraordinary  ; 
but  remarking  afterwards  that  the  earth 
in  this  part  of  the  country  was  nearly  of 
the'  fame  colour,  and  refledting  that  the 
Elephant  paffes  great  part  of  his  time  in 
grovelling  in  wet  marfliy  places,  I .con- 
cluded it  reached  no  further  than  the  fur- 
face,  and  I was  convinced  next  morning,  on , 
finding  it  dead,  that  I had  not  been  mifiaken 
in  my  conjecture. 

My  people,  not  intimidated  by  what  our 
neighbours  had  reported,  of  the  danger  of 
this  provifion,  cut  off  the  trunk  for  my 
life,  fecuring  for  themfelves  the  other  parts 
of  the  animal.  It  was  a female,  nine  feet 
fix  inches  in  height,  one  of  the  tufks 
weighed  thirteen  pounds,  the  other  ten  ; 

for 
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for  it  is  obfervable,  that  whether  male  or 
female,  this  beaft  always  has  the  left  tufk 
fmaller  and  more  polhhed  than  the  right, 
which  is  occafioned  by  taking  its  food 
from  the  left  fide,  and  their  manner  of, 
grafping  with  the  trunk  the  branches 
on  which  they  feed,  preparatory  to  con- 
veying them  to  the  mouth,  occafions  a 
confiderable  fridlion  on  that  fide,  while 
the  right  is  fcarce  ever  touched  ; befides 
this,  they  are  accuftomed  to  turn  up  the 
earth  with  the  left  tuik. 

I began  to  take  great  pleafure  in  this 
kind  of  hunting,  which  I found  more 
diverting  than  dangerous.  I cannot  com- 
prehend why  travellers  have  fo  intv.rlurded 
their  works  with  tedious  accounts  refpeél- 
ing  the  ftrength  and  courage  of  this  ani- 
mal, and  fo  exaggerated  the  danger  to 
which  they  are  expofed  who  hunt  them. 
It  is  true,  if  a man  fhould  be  fool-hardy 
enough  to  attack  an  Elephant  on  an  open 

plain, 
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plain,  if  his  ball  failed  to  take  elîeâ:,  cer- 
tain death  would  be  the  confequence,  as 
the  irtmoft  fwiftnefs  of  his  horfe  would  bear 
no  comparifon  with  the  trot  of  the  furi- 
ous and  powerful  enemy  in  purfuit  of  him  ; 
but  if  the  hunter  takes  proper  advantages, 
all  the  ftrength  and  fury  of  the  animal 
muft  yield  to  his  fuperior  addrefs.  I con- 
tefs  his  ■ firft  appearance  imprelTes  the 
mind  with  aftonifhment,  awe  and  terror, 
but  one  prefently  becomes  accuftomed  to 
his  afpeâ:.  • 

A prudent  man,  before  he  attempts  this 

kind  of  chafe,  will  endeavour  to  difcover 
* 

the  temper,  fwiftnefs  and  recourfes  of  this 
animal;  but  above  all,  he  fhould  fecure 
himfelf  a fafc  retreat  in  cafe  of  miffing  his 
aim  and  being  purfued  -,  but  thefe  pre- 
cautions taken,  this  hunting  is  only  an 
amufing  exercife,  a game  in  .which  there 
is  fifty  to  one  for  the  player. 


While  , 
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' While  I flopped  in  this  canton,  I was 
continually  varying  my  encampment,  ac- 
cording to  my  different  purfuits,  but  ever 
took  care^  to  fix  my  tent  on  the  fmiling 
banks  of  the  Gamtoos,  where  I added  con- 
fiderably  to  my  colledlion. 

The  1 1 th  of  September,  at  fix  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  we  decamped  ; I had 
before  acquainted  our  neighbours  with  my 
intended  removal,  .who  received  the  news 
with  the  mofl  fincere  regret } indeed,  it 
was  reciprocal  ; thefe  good  people  having 
infpired  me  with  the  mofl  cordial  attach- 
ment. “ Is  it  poffible,”  faid  I,  “ that 
“ fo  much  fweetnefs  and  fimplicity  fhould 

“ have  been  fo  vilely  calumniated  ! 

**  Are  thefe  the  favages  of  Africa,  who 
“ have  been  reprefented  as  thirfling  for 
“ the  blood  of  flrangers — Who  are  even 
“ mentioned  with  horror?”  Their  goodnefs 
of  heart  and  affibility,  had  the  more  cffedl 
on  me,  as  I was  already  plunged  in  the 

bofom 
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that  could  make  me  dread  any  dangers  for 
the  future. 

All  this  country  is  inhabited  by  Hoords 
of  Gonaquais,  who  differ  effentially  from 
the  Hottentots  of  the  colonies  ; indeed, 
they  novv  feem  to  have  no  relation  to  each 
other,  the  former  being  called  favage 
Hottentots.  Before  I proceed  much  far- 
ther I flaall  elucidate  this  fubjed:,  con- 
cerning which  people  in  general  have 
formed  very  imperfedl  ideas. 

They  are  no  longer,  as  formerly,  a na- 
tion uniform  in  its  manners,  cuftoms  and 
inclinations  ; the  eflablifhment  of  the 
Dutch  colony  was  the  fatal  epocha  of 
their  difunion,  and  of  the  differences  which 
diffinguilh  them  at  this  day. 

When,  in  1652,  the  Surgeon  Rkbek, 
on  his  return  from  'India  to  Amfferdam, 

opened 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA.  3OI 

Opened  the  eyes  of  the  diredtors  to  the 
importance  of  a fettlement  at  the  Cape  of 
Good- Hope  ; they  wifely  thought  the 
enterprize  could  not  be  better  executed 
than  by  the  genius  that  contrived  it,  and 
furnifhed  him  with  full  power,  and  every 
thing  that  could  contribute  to  the  fuccefs 
of  his  projedt. 

Arrived  in  Table-bay,  Riebek,  \yho  was 
a fkilful  politician,  and  happy  conciliator, 
employed  every  winning  art  to  gain  the 
good-will  of  the  Hottentots  ; covering 
with  honey  the  brim  of  the  impoifoned 
vafe.  Caught  by  fuch  deceitful  baits, 
thefe  mailers,  by  prefcription,  of  all  this 
part  of  Africa,  did- not  fore-fee  how  much 
the  profanation  would  injure  their  rights, 
authorities,  repofe  and  happinefs.  Indo- 
lent by  nature,  true  cofmopolites,  without 
inclination  to  cultivate  their  land,  why 
fliould  they  trouble  themfelves  about 
llrangers  fettling  in  a fmall  corner  of  the 
' country,^ 
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country,  which  was  ufelefs,  and  frequent- 
ly uninhabited  ? A little  further,  or  a 
little  nearer,  they  thought  immaterial, 
provided  they  found  pafture  for  their  flocks, 
which  were  the  only  riches  worthy  their 
confideration. 

The  political  avarice  • of  the  Dutch  en- 
tertained great  hopes  from  fuch  a peace- 
able begining  ; and  as  they  never  negledl 
any  advantage  that  fortune  may  happen 
to  give  them,  did  not  fail  to  confummate 
the  work,  by  offering  the  Hottentots  two 
reducing,  and,  to  them,  irrefifbable  baits— 
tobacco  and  brandy.  From  this  moment, 
' no  more  liberty  ! no  more  pride  ! no  more 
nature  ! no  longer  Hottentots  ! no  longer 
men  ! The  unhappy  favages,  bewitched 
by  thefe  intoxicating  poifons,  cannot  bear 
to-  leave  the  fource  whence  they  are  de- 
rived i on  the  other  hand,  the  Hollanders, 
who,  for  a pipe  of  tobacco,  or  a glafs  of 
brandy;  could  purchafe  an  ox,  took  care 
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to  make  every  advantage  of  fuch  profitable 
neighbours.  The  colony  fpreads,  increales 
in  ftrength,  and  the  Hottentots  fee  that 
power,  which  dictates  laws  to  all  this  part 
of  Africa,  rife  on  foundations  they  can- 
not now  deftroy  ; and  triumph  over  eveiy  - 
obftacle  that  would  bar  its  ambitious  cupi- 
dity. The, fame  of  its  profperity  invites 
others  to  fettle  here,  who  judging  after 
the  common  mode,  that  being  mofi:  power- 
ful is  fufficient  authority,  commit  every 
' adt  of  devaflation  ; cancel  every  facred  and 
refpedtable  bond  ; feizing,  in  different  par- 
cels, all  the  lands  that  governors  or  their 
favorites  find  convenient. 

The  natives  thus  betrayed,  drained, 
and  befet  on  all  fides,  take  very  oppofite 
meafures  5 thofe  who  were  yet  interefled 
in  the  prefervation  of  their  cattle,  fought 
refuge  amông  the  mountains,  towards  the 
north  and  north-eafl,  but  this  was  much  the 
fmalleft  number  j the  others,  ruined  by 

brandy 
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brandy  and  tobacco,  poor,  Gripped  of  all 
could  not  think  of  quitting  the  fatal  fpot^ 
but  regardlefs  of  their  ancient  manners 
and  original  (every  remembrance  of  which, 
is  now  totally  extinguifhed)  weakly  fold 
their  fervice  to  the  whites,  who,  from  fub- 
miffive  ftrangers,  became  enterprizing  im- 
perious mafters  ; whofe  riches  fpeedily 
augmented  by  the  multiplied  labours  of 
the  unfortunate  Hottentots,  who  each  day 
became  more  degraded,  more  degenerate. 

t 

« 

Some  poor  miferable  Hoords  yet  exid  as 
they  can,  in  the  different  cantons  belonging 
to  the  colonifls  ; thefe  have  not  even  the 
choice  of  their  own  chiefs,  who  receive 
this  authority  from  the  officers  of  the  com- 
pany ; the  governor  having  an  exelufive 
right  to  the  appointment. 

Wlienever  a chief  is  nominated,  he  re- 
pairs to  Cape-Town,  where  he  receives 
a large  çane,  like  thofe  of  our  running 

footmen. 
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footmen,  with  this  difference,  that  the 
head  is  only  made  of  copper,  on  which  is 
engraven,  in  capital  letters,  the  word  Cap- 
tain  ; from  which  time  the  unhappy 
Hoord.  (which  .has  long  loft  its  original 
name)  takes  that  of  the  new  chief,  and  is 
called,  for  example,  T/je  Hoord  of  Captain 
Keis } and  Captain  Keis  becomes  the  crea- 
ture, the  fpy  and  flave  of  adminiftration, 
and  for  the  Hoord,  a new  tyrant. 

The  governor  feldom  knows  the  perfon 
for  whom  this  office  is  folicitcd  ; taking 
him  on  the  recommendation  of  one  of  the 
colonifls  near  the  Kraal,  who  obtains  the 
office  for  one  of  his  creatures,  building  on 
his  gratitude  for  the  patronage,  and  ex- 
pecting to  hold  all  the  unhappy  vaffials  at 
command,  fliould  his  occafions  require 
their  fervice;  thus,  without  preliminaries, 
without  regard  to  juftice,  the  defencelefs 
Hoord  is  obliged  to  receive  laws  from  a 
man  who  is  unequal  to  the  tafk  ; and  the 

X interefl 
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interell  of  thé  multitude  is  facrificed  to  thé 
convenience  of  an  individual. 

Such  are  the  people  now  diftinguiUied 
by  the  appellation  of,  Hottentots  of  the 
Cape,  or  Colonies  j but  thefe  muft  not  j 
be  confounded  with  the  Hottentot  fl- 
vages,  called,  in  defifion,  "Jackal  Hotten-  ■ 
tots  ; who  live  far  from  the  arbitrary  do- 
minion of  the  Dutch  3 preferving,  in  the 
midfl:  of  delarts,  their  original  innocence 
and  purity  of  manners. 

» 

* < I 

Arrived  at  a part  of  my  travels,  where 
having  intirelyleft  the  firft-mentioned  peo- 
ple behind,  I found  myfelf  among  the  fé- 
cond j it  is  unneceilary  to  enter  into  tedious 
details  of  the  particular  dilferencs  that  dif- 
tinguiih  them  ; one  remark,  One  certain 
truth,  tnay  futïïcc  : In  every  part,  where 

the  natives  live  entirely  unconnedled  with 
the  whites,  their  manners  are  mild  and 
amiable  3 on  the  contrary,  an  acquaintance 

with 
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\vkh  the  Europeans,  alters  and  corrupts 
their  natural  charaârer,  whicli  amazingly 
degenerates  ; and  this  remark,  which  is  a 
melancholy  truth,  feldom  admits  of  an  ex- 
ception. 

When  among  diftant  nations,  northward 
of  the  Cat>e,  under  the  tropic,  I fa\v  whole  , 
rioords  furround  me  with  childilh  cu- 
riolity,  approaching  with  confidence,  and 
touching  my  beard,  hair  and  face  ; I could 
not  help  laying,  I have  nothing  to  feaç  - 

from  thefe  people  ; it  is  the  firfl  time 
“ they  ever  faw  an  European.” 


I hav(aj^iven  into  this  digrclhon  the 
more  willingly,  as  I willied  to  fix  fome 
degree  of  attention  on  the  more  ferions 
particulars  of  my  obfervation  ever  re- 
turning with  pleafure  to  thefe  interefiing, 
though  artlefs  details. 


X 2 


The 


I 


TRAVELS  IN  AVRIGA» 


30S 

The  Hoord,  who  were  all  very  loath  to 
bid  adieu,  accompanied  me  to  the  river 
Louri,  four  lea^fues  from  the  Gamtoos  ; 
here  v/e  flopped  to  take  leave  of  our  good 
friends,  regaling  them  with  fome  glades 
of  brandy,  and  pipes  of  tobacco.  Some 
of  the  women,  who  had  attached  them- 
felves  to  my  Hottentots,  during  our  ac- 
quaiutance,  wiflied  to  follow  us  ; but  I 
had  feveral  times  remarked,  though  I 
feigned  not  to  take  notice  of  it,  that  dif- 
putes  had  arifeii  among  miy  men  on  their 
account,  which  were  ever  attended  with 
negledl  of  duty,  for  which  reafon  I pe- 
remptorily refufed  permiffion  for  them  to 
.accompany  us. 

One,  indeed,  had  appeared  very  diligent, 
taking  care  of  my  cows  and  goats,  and 
wafhing  my  linen  j thefe  were  interefled 
motives  for  retaining  her  ; but  I had 
another  reafon  that  pleaded  more  power- 
fully in  her  behalf.- Ps.  mutual  and  ten- 

der 
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der  affedion  fubflfted  between  her  and 
my  faithful  Klaas  : Could  I rend  their 
hearts  afunder,  and  wound  two  by  one 

fatal  ftroke  of  unfeeling  policy  ? Shew 

myfelf  fevere  to  the  man,  who,  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  would  have  hazarded  his 

life  in  my  defence  ? =-I  care  not  whether 

it  be  called  injuftice  or  weaknefs,  I dif- 
tinguhhed  Klaas  from  his  comrades,  en- 
joying, at  lead,  the  pleafing  idea  of  having 
made  two  beings  happy,  though  it  was  not 
in  my  power  to  make  all  fo^ 

I had  no  reafon  to  repent  this  flep,  for 
Ragel  (the  name  I gave  her)  ferved  me 
with  the  greatell  fidelity  to  the  end  of  thefe 
Travels* 
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CHAP-  XVI 


JOURNEY  CONTINUED — ARRIVES  AT  A HOTTEN- 
TOT KRAAL  — DEPARTS  ACCOMPANIED  EY 
' THE  HOORD —CROSSES  THE  RIVER  SONDAG. 


FTER  the  departure  of  the  Hoord 


we  continued  our  way;  but  a great 

ftorm  foon  obliged  us  to  halt  at  Galgebos  ; 
it  was  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 

the  place  fo  agreeable,  that  I could  wil- 
lingly have  flopped  foine  time,  but  there 
was  not  a fmgle  fpring  near;  we  there- 
fore continued  our  rout  two  leagues  fur- 
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^her,  and  paffing  the  river  Van-Staade^ 
Linyoked  our  oxen  on  the  banks  of  a 
lake,  which  offered  us  an  ample  fupply  of 
water. 


How  much  are  we  obliged  to  chance 
for  many  interefting  difcoveries,  which 
generally  fucceed  better,  becaufe  procured 
by  more  fimple  means,  than  thole  fug- 
gefted  by  our  imagination,  contrivance, 
or  knowledge.  — I received  a proof  of 
this  truth  at  the  place  where  we  now 
flopped. 

The  Hoord  I had  lately  quitted,  brought 
before  our  departure,  a large  provilion  of 
milk,  a pitcher  of  which  I had  placed  on 
my  waggon,  to  drink  by  the  way  ; but  the 
rain  that  fell  having  cooled  the  air,  I found 
no  inconvenience  from  thirft,  and  in  the 
evening,  going  to  diftribute  it  among  my 
men,  I found  it  turned,  therefore  ordered 
it  to  be  thrown  out  for  the  dogs  ; but 

X 4 how 
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how  much  was  I furprifed  to  find  a quan- 
tity of  excellent  butter,  which  I owed  to 
the  fhaking  of  my  waggon  on  the  road  ! 
This  difcovery,  which  I ever  after  pro- 
fited by  in  my  travels,  furnifhed  me  like- 
wife  with  a falutary  whey,  and  contributed, 
no  doubt,  towards  the  good  health  I con- 
ftantly  enjoyed. 

<1 

The  fécond  day  a violent  ftorm  pre- 
vented our  departure  ; it  was  really  tre- 
mendous ! the  hailftones  which  fell  as 
big  as  pullets  eggs,  greatly  annoying  my 
cattle.  I was  obliged  to  kill  one  of  my 
goats,  who  was  mortally  wounded  by 
them,  v/hich  was  really  a lofs  to  me,  fhe 
being  ready  to  kid. 

At  length  the  weather  changing,  we 
abandoned  the  lake  ; and  after  crofling 
two  rivers,  the  little  and  great  Swaar-Kops^ 
about  the  middle  of  the  day,  fixed  our 
camp  on  the  banks  of  the  latter. 


I foon 
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I foon  after  perceived  the  traces  of  fome 
animal  that  was  unknown  to  me  ; I made 
my  people  remark  it,  who  affured  me  it 
was  the  print  of  a Rhinoceros’s  foot  ; 
while  they  were  fixing  my  camp,  I was 
following  the  track  ; but  night  aproach- 
ing  made  me  lofe  it,  and  I returned  with- 
out fuccefs. 

Near  this  fécond  river,  which  was  very 
large,  there  was  a Hoord  of  favages,  whofe 

f kraal  confilfed  of  nine  or  ten  huts,  con- 

r 

I taining  fifty  or  fixty  people  at  moft. 

I 

j Thefe  Hottentots  advifed  me  not  to  pafs 
the  river  Bojhies-Man,  that  runs  near  this 
place,  perfuading.  me  to  turn  towards  the 
left,  and  gain  the  interior  part  of  the  coun- 
try ; as  I fhould,  by  that  means,  evade  a 
large  troop  of  Caffrees,  who  had  alarmed 
the  whole  canton,  fpreading  dcfiruction, 

j where  ever  they  came. 

! 

I 
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The  unhappy  inhabitants,  to  efcape  a 
violent  death,  had  abandoned  their  huts^ 
carrying  with  them  the  poor  remains  of 
their  flocks  ; in  a word,  they  advifed  me, 
if  I regarded  my  fafety,  not  to  approach 
Caflraria.  This  information  had  its 
weight  ; I alTembled  my  people  in  order 
to  advife  on  the  befl:  meafures,  being  glad 
to  found  their  difpofitions  in  this  parti- 
cular. The  refult  accorded  with  my  own 
intentions  ; it  was,  that  we  flaould  (with- 
out going  too  far  out  of  our  way)  endea- 
vour to  avoid  this  dangerous  troop  of  Caf- 
frees  ; and  that,  as  we  were  already  near 
them,  keep  guard  day  and  night  for  fear 
of  a furprize  ; that  we  fhould  encamp  in 
future  in  the  open  country,  and  have  our 
oxen  watched  in  their  paftures  by  four 
men,  well  armed  ; my  horfes  were  ' no 
more  to  leave  the  camp,  that  in  cafe  of 
danger  they  might  be  ever  ready  ; my 
large  gun  was-  to  remain  in  the  tent,  and 
three  fires  was  the  appointed  ' flgnal  for 

calling 
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calling  thofe  of  our  people  together,  wliofc 
occupations  might  have  kvd  them  from 
the  encampment.  f 

Thefe  precautions  taken,  1 mounted 
my  horfe,  and  followed  by  fome  .of  my 
Hottentots,  made  a ftri<5l  fearch  in  the 
environs^  to  difcover  if  any  Caffrees  wei'e 
ranging  about,  being  determined  to  ihoot 
I any  that  might  come  with  intent  to  furprife 
! us,  if  I could  not  fucceed  in  taking  them 
i alive.  After  dinner  we  continued  our 
fearch  j the  banks  of  the  river  were  co- 
vered with  thorny  trees  ; the  earth  fandy, 
abounding  with  underwood,  harbouring 
great  quantities  of  game,  fomc  of  which  I 
killed  for  prefent  ufe. 

We  faw  nothing  that  could  occahon  any 
uneaiinefs  ; being  therefore,  convinced  that 
we  were  in  no  * immediate  danger  from 
thefe  dreaded  Caftrees,  we  raifed  our  camp, 
and  quitted  Swnar^Koj)s, 


I 


Tilt 


3i6 


TRAVELS  ÏN  AFRICA. 

N 


The  Hoord  of  Hottentots,  alarmed  at 
the  very  name  of  thefe  dreadful  enemies, 
purpofed  to  relinquilh  their  prefent  re-  . 
fidence,  and  eftablifli  themfelves  at 
fome  diftance  from  Caffraria  ; accord- 
ingly, when  I was*  ready  to  depart,  they 
came  and  entreated  permiiîion  to  follow, 
and  put  themfelves  under  the  protedioii 
of  my  camp. 

Though  nothing  could  pofilbly  have 
happened  more  agreeable  to  my  own 
wiihcs,  yet  I made  a merit  of  my  acqui- 
efence  -,  this  kept  them  in  perfect  order, 
while  their  company  encouraged  my  men, 
who  wanted  fuch  a Simulative  to  fupport 
their  courage. 

Belides  the  advantage  of  having  fuch  a 
reinforcement,  my  little  artillery  was  equal 
to  whole  clouds  of  alTaygays  (though  the 
Caffrees  are  very  Ikilful  in  the  ufe  of 
them)  and  would  have  rendered  ufelefs 
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every^  effort  of  an  army  of  favages,  had  I 
been  well  fapported  by  my  people. 

In  lefs  than  two  hours  the  huts  were 
unfurnlfhed,  the  effedts  packed,  and  placed 
on  the  backs  of  their  oxen  ; I then  made 
half  the  Hoord  fet  off  with  the  cattle  be- 
longing to  the  Hottentots,  two  ot  iiiy 
men  well  armed  efcorting  them,  haVng 
one  of  my  horfes,  that  in  cafe  of  an  attack 
they  might  fpeedily  return  and  inform  me. 
An  hour  after  we  followed  with  the  cows, 
flieep,  and  all  the  women  and  children  of 
the  Hoord,  mounted  on  oxen,  a part  of 
their  men  walking  behind,  efcorted  by 
fix  of  my  huntfmen. 

My  waggons  proceeded  next,  guarded  by 
the  reft  of  my  men.  Mounted  on  my  befl 
horfc,  I kept  galloping  around  on  every 
fide,  fearful  of  fome  ambufeade  3 for  I 
was  well  alfured,  that  in  cafe  of  a fudden 
furprife,  the  whole  caravan  would  have 

been 
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freen  a Icene  of  difmay*,  and  the  prey  of  a 
fnomentv 

t \v2.s  armed  at  all  points,  à paif  of 
don  We  barrelled  piflols  in  my  pockets,  a 
fimilar  pair  in  my  girdle,  a double  baiTclIed 
gun  at  the  pommel  of  my  faddle,  a large 
hanger  by  my  tide,  and  a dagger  at  my 
waiftcoat  button  ; thus  1 could  have  fired 
ten  times  in  a minute.  Thele  weapons 
fbmewhat  incommoded  me,  but  I refolved 
not  to  quit  them,  as  well  for  my  own  iafe- 
f}'  as  the  confidence  with  which  they 
lecaned  to  infpire  my  new  auxiliaries,  who 
depending  on  my  power  and  refolution, 
continued  their  way  in  tranquillity. 

This  caravan  was  an  amufing,  I might 
fiy  a magnificent  fpedtacle  ; the  circles  it 
was  obliged  to  make  in  following  the  dif- 
ferent windings  of  the  hills,  rocks  and 
interfperfed  thickets,  prefented  it  evefy 
minute  in  a new  point  of  view;  fometimes 

' the 
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Ae  advanced  guard  was  loft  to  the  fight, 
then  inftantly  riling,  I could  difcover  them 
fiir  as  the  eye  could  reach,  ftowly  climb- 
ing the  fummit  of  a mountain,  the  main 
body  following  in  good  order,  the  women 
fuckling  or  feeding  their  children,  fome 
crying,  others  finging  or  laughing  ; the 
men  chattering,  or  fmoaking  the  focial 
pipe,  regardlefs  of  their  before  dreaded 
enemy. 

Not  quite  fo  fatisfied  as  thefe  moving 
puppets,  my  eyes  were  open  to  every 
danger  ; I could  not  help  confidering  my 
critical  fituation,  at  three  thoufand  leagues 
from  my  adopted  country,  the  only  one 
of  my  colour  among  fuch  a number,  nor 
could  I forbear  congratulating  myfelf  on 
the  proof  of  that  confidence  which  fuficred 
a ftranger  to  condudl  their  fteps  through 
pathlels  defarts,  while  they  implicitly 
obeyed  and  relied  on  him  as  the  foie  au- 
thor of  their  prefervation. 
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We  had  not  travelled  far,  before  our 
dogs,  who  were  beating  about  the  thicket, 
made  a fudden  fcand,^and  began  barking; 
fear  immediately  feized  the  whole  com- 
pany, whofe  imaginations  formed  an  am- 
bufeade  of  Caftrees  ; for  my  own  part,  I 
could  not  give  into  this  abfurd  opinion,  as 
my  advanced  guard  (who  were  in  fight 
though  at  a great  diftance)  had  palTed  in 
perfeft  fafety,  and  were  continuing  their 
rout  in  good  order.  On  examination  into 
the  caufe  of  the  alarm,  I found  my  dogs 
had  furrounded  a Porcupine,  which  was 
defending  itfelf  in  the  midd  of  them  ; I 
iliot  it  on  the  fpot,  and  left  the  Hottentots 
fliould  be  alarmed  at  the  report  of  my 
piece,  returned  immediately  and  endea- 
voured to  laugh  them  out  of  the  panic  this 
little  adventure  had  occafioned. 

The  porcupine  defends  itfelf  with  great 
refolution,  its  quills  fliielding  it  Tom  an 
attack  ; its  common  manner  of  repulling 
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a dog  is,  by  throwing  himfdf  fideways  on 
the  foremoft,  who  thus  touched,  returns 
no  more  to  th?  charge,  as  feme  of  the  quills 
are  fure  to  remain  in  his  fle/h.,  which  ge« 
nerally  difeourages  even  the  moft  ferocious. 
One  of  my  Hottentots  was  ill  for  more 
than  fix  months  by  a wound  he  received  in 
the  leg  from  one  of  thefe  animals. 

Mr.  Mallard,  an  officer  in  the  regiment 
of  Pondicherry  (when  at  the  Cape)  having 
One  day  teafed  a Porcupine,  the  enraged 
creature  wounded  him  in  the  leg,  which 
almod:  occafioned  his  loling  the  limb,  and 
notwithllanding  every  poffible  care,  he 
fuffered  cruelly  for  four  months,  one  of 
which  he  paffed  in  bed. 

The  Porcupine  is  excellent  eating,  and 
frequently  ferved  at  the  politeft  tables  at 
the  Cape; 

After  an  hour  and  a half’s  march  we 

halted, 
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halted,  but  hopped  no  longer^ than  was 
fufficient  to  gather  a good  quantity  of  fait 
from  the  banks  of  a filt-water  lake,  which 
was  in  our  way,  two  leagues  from  which 
I rode  a little  to  the  left,  in  order  to  view 
the  remains  of  fome  habitations  that  had 
been  plundered  and  afterwards  burnt  by 
the  Caffrees  ; nothing  remained  but  pieces 
of  the-  walls,  blackened  and  c^cined  by 
the  flames,  which  prefented  a horrible 
image  in  the  defart. 

An  hour  after  we  reached  our  advanced 
guard,  which  had  fliopped  on  the  borders 
of  the  Kûuga,  where  we  pitched  our  camp. 

The  Kouga  (properly  fpeaking)  is  no- 
thing more  than  a rivulet,  whofe  water 
runs  very  flowly,  fome  only  now  remained 
in  hollows,  where  we  found  a great 
number  of  excellent  Tortoifes,  but  very 
fmall,  the  largefl:  not  weighing  more  than 
three  pounds.  Before  night  I caufed  a 

kind 
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kind  of  inclofure  to  be  made,,  of  budies 
and  arms  of  trees,  for  our  cattle.  While 
the  men  were  thus  employed,  the  women 
were  picking  up  all  the  dry  wood  they 
could  find,  to  light  up  feveral  fires  ; this 
was  indifpenfibly  necelTary,  to  prevent 
being  furprized  by  the  Caifrees,  or  an 
attack  from  Lions,  who  are  very  nupae^ 
rous  in  this  Canton. 

We  remained  here  ’till  the  twentieth, 

• when,  (juft  as  our  provifions  were  ex^ 
pended)  I was  fortunate  enough  to  kill 
three  Buffaloes  and  two  Bubales.-  On  the 
borders  of  the  rivulet  I likewfife  procurai* 
fome  Pintadoes,  or  fpeclded  fowl,  exadly 
refembling  thofe  of  Europe  ; when  well 
boiled  they  were  tolerably  good,  but 
roafted  or  broiled  worth  nothing.  ^ thefe 
indeed  appeared  to  be  very  old.  I alfo 
found  fome  other  fpecies  of  birds,  and 
among  others  the  Barbus, 
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We  continued  our  journey  in  the  fame 

« 

order  we  had  before  oblerved,  and  had  not 
proceded  above  an  hour,  when  our  ad- 
vanced guard  halted,  and  fent  me  word, 
tliat  they  had  difeovered  the  track  of  hu- 
man  feet.  The  fears  of  our  people  imme- 
diately formed  a large  body  of  Caffrees, 
who  were  now  heard  in  every  wind.  I 
haldened  to  the  fpot,  and  examined  thofe 
marks  ; they  did  not  appear  quite  fre/li, 
yet  it  was  a ferious  difeovery,  and  I felt  it 
was  not  to  be  negledted,  nor  any  time  loft 
in  putting  ourfelves  in  a poflure  of  defence, 
for  which  purpofe  we  folded  the  cattle 
and  arranged  our  camp  in  the  beft  manner 
poffible. 

This  bufinefs  compleated,  I fet  forward 
attended  by  my  two  beft  markfmen,  and 
followed  the  track  for  more  than  an  hour, 
which  condudled  us  to  a place  where  we 
found  the  remains  of  a fire  unextinguiftied, 
and  fome  bones  of  a ftieep  perfedly  frefii, 

by 
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bj  all  which  it  was  evident  that  favages 
had  palled  the  night  there.  On  light  of 
the  bones  I could  not  be  perfuaded  they 
were  Calfrees,  as  thofe  people  never  breed 
any  llieep,  though  it  might  be  poffible  they 
had  pillaged  fome  from  their  enemies. 
Uncertain  what  to  believe,  I continued  my 
fearch,  ’till  at  length,  weary  of  beating 
about  the-  country,  and  finding  the  track 
carried  us  too  far,  we  returned  to  our 
camp.  The  night  palled  in  great  tranquil- 
lity ; the  day  following  was  ufliered  in  by 
a violent  ftorm,  and  continued  rain,  which 
obliged  us  to  keep  clofe  in  our  tents.  On 
the  morrow  we  continued  our  rout,  and 
were  under  the  difagreeable  necelTity  of 
crofling  the  fourteen  times,  which 

from  its  various  winding's  we  encountered 

O 

every  quarter  of  an  hour.  This  river  runs 
on  a bed  of  ifones  and’  rock,  which  Ihook 
our  waggons  very  much,  and  obliged  us 
by  the  fatigue  it  occafioned  to  halt  rather 
early. 


We 
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We  pafled  the  night  by  the  Drooge-i 
River  (Dry-River.)  Being  now  fo  large  a 
company,  it  took  a conliderable  time  of  ah 
evening  to  fix  our  camp,  tend  the  cattle, 
gather  wood  for  fires,  and  cook  the  victu- 
als, which  altogether  was  a laborious, 
though  an  indifpenfible  duty.  Our  dogç 
at  this  place  were  our  purveyors,  the 
country  abounding  with  Pintadoes,  who 
about  fun  fet  rood:  by  hundreds  on  the  fur- 
rounding trees,  making  a perpetual  and 
difagreeable  noife,  that  alarmed  our  dogs, 
and  occafioned  them  to  bark  violently  at 
the  birds,  who  being  apprehenfive  of  dan- 
ger 'fought  fecurity  at  a greater  diftance 
from  thefe  difiurbers  -,  but  the  wings  of 
this  fowl  being  fmall,  the  weight  of  their 
bodies  foon  brought  them  to  the  ground, 
where  they  became  an  eafy  prey,  furnifh- 
ing  us  v/ith  plenty  of  food  without  the 
^xpence  of  a fingle  charge  of  powder. 

We  afterwards  endeavoured  to  procure 

another 
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another  recruit  by  the  fame  means,  but 
the  remaining  Pintadoes  (poflibly  grown 
v/ife  from  the  misfortunes  of  their  iate 
companions)  would  not  now  quit  the  trees, 
but  a few  Ihot  procured  us  as  many  as 
we  pleafed.  During  the  night  we  cori- 
ftantly  heard  the  roaring  of  Lions  at  a dif- 
tance. 

On  the  twenty-third,  after  fix  hours 
march,  we  arrived  at  a fine  river,  called 
Sondagy  which  was  at  this  time  at  its 
greateft  height  ; the  Iky  alfo  lowering  and 
bearing  every  appearance  of  rain,  made  us 
apprehend ve  of  being  flopped  by  an  over- 
f.ow,  we  therefore  prepared  fome  rafts, 
and  cutting  a fufficient  quantity  of  wood 
and  materials  to  enclofe  our  beafls  on  the 
oppofite  fliore,  we  embarked  our  waggons 
by  parcels,  with  all  our  efFedls,  and  half 
the  people  ; thefe  CLcamped,  on  their 
landing,  under  the  condudl  of  Swanepoel; 
the  beafls,  as  on  a former  occafion,  fwam 
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over.  The  day  following  I johied  them 
with  thi  refl:  f thefe  preparations  and  the 
re-eftablifliment  of  our  waggons.  See.  oc- 
cupied us  to  the  end  of  the  month. 

In  this  interval  I procured  a number  of 
birds,  and  falted  feveral  Coudons,  but  had 
nearly  lod  my  poor  Kecs  ; an  account  of 
which  incident  may  give  an  idea  of  my 
limple  and  uniforrh  method  of  living.  I 
was  juft  fitting  down  to  dinner  when  I 
heard  the  warbling  of  a bird  that  I was 
unacquainted  with,  my  meal  was  forgot 
in  an  inû.  nt,  I fnatched  up  my  gun,  left 
the  tent,  and  in  a quarter  of  an  hour  re- 
turned w.  .h  the  bird  but  w^as  much  fur- 
prifed  to  find  my  table  empty.  Kees 
having  difpatched  my  provifion  with  won- 
derful celerity. 

I had  punifhed  him  very  feverely  the 
night  before  for  flealing  my  fupper,  there- 
fore could  not  have  fappofed  he  would 

have 
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have  fo  foon  forgot  it  ; Kees  however  dif- 
appeared  ; this  was  by  no  means  unufual 
to  him  in  fimilar  cafes,  though  he  ufed 
conftantly  to  return  about  tea  time,  with 
an  ah*  of  innocence,  unconcernedly  occu- 
pying his  ufual  place  by  my  fide,  but  this 
evening  he  was  miffing,  and  the  next  day 
we  faw  nothinp;  of  him. 

^ . I 

I now  felt  fome  uneafinefs,  fearing  he 
was  entirely  lofl.  On  the  third  day  one 
of  my  men  who  had  been  fetching  water, 
faw  my  monkey  ranging  in  the  neighbour- 
ing trees,  but  the  rogue,  at  fight  of  him, 
ran  away  and  concealed  himfelf. 

I immediately  went  in  fearch  of  him, 
beating  all  the  environs  with  my  dogs,  fud- 
denly  I heard  a feream  fimilar  to  that  of 
Kees,  when  I ufed  to  return  from  flioot- 
ing  and  had  left  him  behind.  I imme- 
diately flopped,  and  foon  perceived  him  in 
a tree,  half  concealed  by  d large  branch  ; ' 
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I enticed  him  by  every  means  I could 
think  of,  but  in  vain  ; he  would  not  truft 
to  thefe  f]gns  of  friendlliip,  but  obliged 
me  to  climb  the  tree,  when  he  immedi- 
ately fulfered  himfclf  to  be  taken. 

Pleafiire  and  fear  alternately  marked  his 
adlions;  I returned  with  him  to  the  cmnp,  | 
it  was  there  he  expedied  his  pimifhment;  | 
I had  a great  mind  to  tie  him  up,  but  that  t 
would  have  deprived  me  of  the  amufe- 
ment  his  tricks  afforded,  I therefore  par- 
doned him  i perhaps  he  had  before  been 
puniffted  when  he  did  not  deferve  it,  for 
his  charadtef  of  thievery  made  me  ready 
enouj^h  to  believe  what  was  faid  to  his  dif- 
advantage;  pofhbly  I might  be  wrong  in 
this,  as  it  was  far  from  unlikely  that  my 
Hottentots  had  fometimes  committed  what 
poor  Kees  bore  the  blame  of.  < 
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CHAP.  XVIL 


■7HE  AUTHOR  CONTINUES  HIS  JOURNEY  — AR-' 
RIVES  AT  SEVERAL  DESERTED  HABITATIONS—* 
AN  ALARM  — IS  JOINED  BY  SOME  FRESH 
HOTTENTOTS  — DISAGREEMENT  AND  PART- 
JNG. 


TH  E Sondag  is  a river  whofe  fource 
is  in  high  mountains,  that  are 
always  covered  with  fnow,  which  has  pro- 
cured them  the  name  of  Sneuw  Berge?i, 
(Snow  Mountains.)  This  river  is  encreafed 
by  feveral  fmall  ftreams,  and  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  fea  at  about  ten  leagues  from 
^he  fpot  where  I then  was. 

The 


N 


/ 


I 


i 

332  TRAVELS.  IN’  AFRICA. 


The  hrft;  of  October  we  continued  our 
Journey,  and  in  feven  hours  came  to  the 
minsofa  pillaged  habitation,  which  wefoon 
after  paded.  At  four  v/e  took  our  ftation 
by  the  fxde  of  a lake,  and  were  very  happy 
in  having  large  fires,  as  feveral  tlyænas  and 
two  Lions  were  this  night  particularly 
troublefome,  which  obliged  us  to  watch 
and  fire  at  them  very  often,  this  being  the 
only  means-  of  keeping  them  at  a difiance, 
ib)  determined  did  they  appear  in  their 
refolution  to  vifit  us. 


At  day  break  v/e  faw  a great  number 
of  Spring-Eoc/c,  Î therefore  determined  to 
liant  the  vLole  day,  our  provifian  being 
nearly  exhaufied.  The  conduding  a whole 


ÎTOord,  together  with  tlicir  cattle,  is  a tafk 
that  requires  fome  little  care  and  forefight. 


for  without  it,  in  thefe  defarts, , the  whole 
I'-odv  would  frequently  be  in  dan2;er  of 
j^n'iihing  for  want  of  food;  this,  however, 
ïi’as,  not  like! V to  be  the  cafe,  as  we  were 

fortunate 
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fortunate  enough  to  kill  feven  of  the 
Gazclls. 

Thefe  animals  are  very  fwift,  but  cafily 
overtaken  by  a perfon  on  horfeback,as  they 
ahemble  in  flocks  like  fheep,  and  crowd 
together  in  fuch  a manner  as  mutually  to 
obflrud:  each  others  fpeed,  and  a ball  well 
directed,  will  fometimes  pafs  through  two 
or  three  of  them. 

The  day  following  we  moved  foonci' 
than  we  intended,  on  account  of  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  water  j in  four  hours  we  pro- 
cured better,  by  meeting  with  a branch 
'of  the  Sondag. 

Our  oxen  now  began  to  be  fo  fatigued 
.from  the  extreme  heat,  that  we  were  fear- 
ful of  loflng  fome  of  them  on  the  way, 
though  we  gave  them  as  much  relief  as 
poflible  by  frequently  ihifting  their  bur- 
thens. 


On 
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On  the  fourth  we  quitted  the  ftreant 
entirely,  and  travelled  but  three  leaguesy 
the  heat  being  infupportable,  and  the  cat- 
tle not  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  the 
preceding  day. 

On  the  fifth  we  fat  forward  at  three  in 
the  morning  ; at  feven  reached  another 
abandoned  habitation,  the  proprietors  of 
Vvhich  (adluated  no  doubt  by  fear)  had  not 
removed  any  part  of  their  effedls,  every 
utenfil  being  in  its  proper  place.  As  there 
was  not  the  leaft  mark  of  fire  or  any  other 
devafbation,  it  plainly  proved  their  fudden 
flight  was  caufed  by  a falfe  alarm.  The 
heat  being  flill  exceffive,  we  took  up  our 
quarters  here,  but  I would  not  permit  my 
people  to  touch  the  mofl  minute  article  ; 
alter  retlinga  while  we  departed,  and  con- 
tinued our  march  for  four  hours. 

On  the  morrow  we  paffed  two  habi- 
tations deferted  like  the  former,  and  in  the 
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fame  flate.  W e continued  our  way,  and 
four  hours  march  brought  us  to  the  banks 
of  the  little  river  Vogel,  where  w*e  juft  ftop- 
ped  to  bait,  as  our  oxen  wanted  water  and 
food.  At  twelve  the  fky  became  overcaft, 
and  thick  clouds  obfcured  the  face  of 
the  fun  ; I profited  by  this  circumftance, 
hoping  to  gain  Agte7'~Bruyntjes-IÎQngt€^ 
but  meeting  with  a lake  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  it  engaged  us  to  ftop  and  en- 
camp. 

During  the  night  our  fires  were  per- 
ceived by  fome  Hottentot  favages;  as  thefe 
people  approached  they  were  difcovered  by 
our  dogs,  who  gave  us  notice  of  it  by 
barking  violently,  and  running  backwards 
and  forwards  in  great  agitation.  The 
major  part  of  my  people  were  perfuaded 
they  were  Caffrees  ; and  fear,  as  on  a for- 
mer occafion,  prefented,  on  every  fide, 
the  dreaded  enem . , from  whom  they  wiili- 
ed  to  fly,  and  traft  to  the  bufhes  for  fafe- 
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ty,  rather  than  unite  in  a well-armed  de-- 
termined  body,  refolutely  bent  to  defend 
their  lives  and  property  from  a lawlefs  and 
daring  ahailant. 


Klaas  and  myfelf  were  greatly  exafpe- 
rated  at  thcîir  cowardice,  even  the  venerable 
Swanepoel  joined  in  trying  to  infpire  thefe 
pufillanimous  Hottentots  with  courage  ; 
.protefting,  that  whatever  might  be  the 
event,  he  would  hazard  even  life  itfelf  in 
my  fervice.  In  the  midfl;  of  our  confufion„ 
a voice  was  heard,  which,  in  tolerable 
dutch,  entreated  we  would  call  off  our 
dogs  ; this  we  inffantly  did,  and  imme- 
diately difcovered  the  authors  of  this  dread- 
ful alarm,  to  be  a fmall  body  of  peace- 
ful Hottentots.  ' I defired  them  to  ap- 
proach i the  men  were  about  fifteen  in 
number,  befides  women  and  children,  and 
were  now  travelling  to  avoid  the  fury  of 
war  ; they  told  me,  that  when  I had 
pafied  the  mountains,  I ihould  find  le- 
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veral  habitations  deferted,  whofe  late  pof- 
felTors  had  affembled  together  to  repel 
the  enemy  ; but  that,  for  their  own  part, 
they  refolved  totally  to  quit  this  dilbrid, 
and  draw  nearer  the  Dutch  colonies,  as 
the  Caffrees  were  raging  about  the  country, 
vowing  deftrudlion  to  all  that  fell  in  their 
way. 

Having  palled  the  night  in  conferences 
of  tliis  nature,  and  learnt  all  I was  de- 
lirous  of  knowing,  their  information  did 
not  difpofe  me  to  confider  the  Caffrees  as 
ferocious  animals,  nurtured  with  humaji 
gore,  fparing  neither  age  nor  fex,  and  to- 
tally regardlefs  of  the  rights  of  hofpitality. 
I was  fufRciently  acquainted  with  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Colonifts  to  place  to  their 
account  the  calumnies  with  which  the 
unfortunate  Caffrees  have  been  loaded. 

They  are  not  naturally  cruel,  living  like 
the  other  natives  of  this  part  of  Africa, 
on  the  fimple  produce  of  their  flocks  ; 
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their  nourifliment  milk,  and  fkins  their 
cloathing  ; peaceful  by  nature,  warriors 
only  from  neceffity  ; and  by  no  means 
a nation  whofe  name  ought  to  infpire 
horror. 

As  I wifhed  to  be  informed  of  the  real 
motives  of  thefe  cruel  wars,  the  Hottentots, 
on  being  particularly  queftioned,  told  me 
without  referve,  that  the'  perpetual  vex- 
ations and  cruel  tyranny  of  the  Colonifts, 
was  the  foie  caufe;  they  likewife  informed 
me,  that  theBofliis-Men  (afet  of  vagabond 
deferters,  of  no  particular  nation,  living  by 
rapine,  and  robbing  alike  Caffree,  Hot- 
tentot o-r  Colonift)  would  willingly  infti- 
gate  the  Caffrees  to  diftrefs,  and  put  in 
one  general  profcription,  both  Colonid; 
and  Hottentot;  conlidcring  the  latter  as 
fpies,  attached  to  the  whites,  and  em- 
ployed to  enfnare  them  with  the  greater 
facility  ; perhaps  this  idea  is  not  totally 
without  foundation,  but  cannot,  by  any 
means,  extend  to  the  diftant  Hoords.  Thus 
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the  Innocent  fuffer  with  the  guilty  ; for 
liow  Iliould  favages  make  a diftinclion  that 
civilized  people  are  frequently  incapable 
of?  Amongft  other  information  I learned, 
that  the  Caifrees  had  procured  a few  fire- 
arms from  fomc  of  the  pillaged  habitations, 
or  from  the  Hottentot  Coloniits  who  had 
been  fet  on  unawares, 

\ 

Thefe  people  likewife  gave  me  a long 
detail  of  the  attacks  and  combats  they  had 
fuftained,  in  which  the  Caifrees  had  ever 
been  worfted  ; this  did  not  feem  at  all 
furprizing,  as  the  aifaygay,  which  is  their 
moft  deflrudtive  weapon,  and  which  they 
throw  with  exquifite  fkill,  is  by  no  means 
comparable  to  fire-arms,  efpecially  whep 
directed  by  markfmen  who  feldom  or  ever 
mifs  their  aim. 

I found  myfelf  particularly  interefied  in 
what  I heard,  and  felt  an  ardent  defire  tp 
ferve  thefe  unfortunate  beings  ; their  un- 
happy fate  fo  much  excited  my  compaffion, 
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that  could  I but  have  perfuaded  my  peo- 
ple to  accompany  me,  I would  gladly  have 
traverfed  fifty  leagues  of  Caffraria,  and 
run  all  hazards,  to  attempt  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a lafiing  peace  ; but  on  dif- 
clofing  my  wiflies,  no  one  feconded  my 
intention  ; and  all  perfuafion  was  ufelcfs 
to  this  terror-firuck  people,  for  which 
reafon  I was  rather  fparing  of  my  reproach- 
es, tho’  I was  far  from  being  fo  to  the  Co- 
lonifts,  whofe  afliftance  I requeued  two 
days  after. 

A misfortune  which  had  lately  happened, 
contributed  not  a little  to  heat  my  imagin- 
ation. I was  informed,  that  fix  weeks  be- 
fore, an  Englifli  Ihip,  the  Grofvenor,  Eaft- 
Indiaman,  had  been  wrecked  on  the  coaft, 
that  part  of  the  crew  and  pafiengers,efcaping 
the  turbulent  element,  unfortunately  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Cafirees,  by  whom  they 
were  barbaroufly  deflroyed,  the  women  ex- 
cepted who  w'ere  referved  to  undergo  fiill 
greater  hardfiiips  j fome  few,  it  was  fup- 
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poled,  hadefcaped,  and  were  now  wandering 
on  the  coaft,  or  exploring  melancholy  and 
almofl:  impenetrable  forefts,  where  they 
could  not  fail  in  the  end  of  perilhing  mifer- 
ably.  Amongft  thefe  unfortunate  people, 
were  feveral  French  officers,  prifoners  of 
war,  who  were  coming  to  Europe. 

My  heart  was  wounded  by  this  affliding 
detail  ; a thoufand  projedls  bewildered 
my  head.  I could  not  be  above  fifty 

leagues  from  the  unfortunate  fpot 

Various  means  occurred  to  fuccour  the 
unhappy  fufferers,  whofe  fituation  was  fo 
truly  deplorable.  I propofed  thefe  means 
to  my  companions,  but  every  propofal  was 
refufed.  In  vain  I offered  prefents,  pray- 
ers, intreaties,  nay,  even  threatenings  had 
no  more  weight  ; to  thefe  la.fi:  I muffc  in- 
fallibly have  fallen  a facrifice,  had  I not 
been  feconded  by  three  of  my  bravefi:  fel- 
lows, and  alfo  fliewn  the  utmoff  refolution, 
both  in  words  and  adlions,  being  obliged 
to  clap  a piftol  to  the  head  of  one  of  the 
. z 3 mofi: 
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moft  refradtory  ; however,  nothing  I could 
do  was  of.,  y fervice  to  my  favourite  pro- 
jed:  ; the  Hoord  I had  given  leave  to  ac- 
company us,  told  nae  they  were  freey 
nor  did  they  confider  me  a^  their  chief, 
and  that  they  would  immediately  depart 
with  the  hfteen  Hottentots  recently  ar- 
rived j even  my  own  men  declared  they 
would  not  hazard  being  cut  to  pieces  by 
the  Caffrees,  and  feconded  the  general 
cry,  openly  avowing  their  determination  to 
return  to  the  colonies,  if  I ftill  perlifled  in 
my  refolution. 

The  reprefentations  and  perfuafions  of 
Klaas  and  myfelf  at  length' brought  over 
two,  who  confented  to  hazard  themfelves 
with  me  ; Svv^anepoel  was  one,  but  four 
was  infufficient.  In  vain  I painted  to 
thefe  favage  Hoords,  the  ingratitude  with 
which  they  repaid  the  fervices  I had  ren- 
dered them  y in  vain  I called  them  weak 
cowards,  and  worfe  than  Caifrees  ; all  did 
hut  encreafe  their  fears,  and  infpire  them 
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with  hatred  to  myfelf.  Difmay  was  le- 
gibly written  on  their  countenances  ; I 
therefore  was  filent,  ordering  a ftrid  guard 
to  be  kept,  as  the  night  was  far  advanced  ; 
I then  retired  to  my  tent. 

At  day  break  I was  informed  that  the 
ftrangers  were  moving,  with  their  wives, 
children  and  cattle.  I ordered  no  notice 
to  be  taken  of  this,  and  without  lofs  of 
time  prepared  likewife  to  depart. 

In  four  hours  we  traverfed  the  mountain 
of  Agter-Bruyntjes-Hoogte,  where  wç 
had  a refrelhing  fhower  ; after  which  we 
travelled  four  hours  more,  and  then  en- 
camped for  the  night. 

In  our  way  we  faw  many  uninhabited 
tenements,  which  perhaps  belonged  to 
thofe  we  had  juft  parted  from.  The  foil 
in  this  part  of  the  country  appeared  in 
general  to  be  good  j the  mountains  cover- 
ed with  lofty  trees,  and  the  plains  with  the 
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mim  fa-n']otica,  and  abound  with  Gazclls 
and  Gnous \ the  latter,  though  good  eating, 
are  inferior  to  the  Gazells.  By  what  I 
had  learned  from  the  fifteen’  Hottentots,  I 
judged  I could  not  be  far  from  the  fpot 
where  the  Colonifiis  meant  to  afiemble  ; 
and  I flattered  n^yfelf  I fhould  find  among 
them  fome,  whofe  hearts  would  readily 
enter  into  my  pacific  meafures  with  the 
CafiFrees,  and  afllll:  in  every  endeavour  to 
fuccour  the  unhappy  people  that  had  been 
fliipwrecked  ; the  image  of  whofe  misfor- 
tunes perpetually  followed  me. 

How  cruel  a fituation  for  women  ! con- 
demned to  drag  a painful  life  in  all  the 
horrors  of  agonizing  defpair.  A defire  to 
procure  them  liberty,  to  bring  them  away 
with  me,  employed  all  my  thoughts,  and 
deafened  me  to  every  ' obfhacle,  making 
. me  impatient  to  join  the  aflembled  Co- 
lonies. 

The  Tranflator  conceives  that  it  cannot 
fiiil  to  be  acceptable  to  the  public  to  learn, 

that 
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that  Mr.  Carter,  the  Painter,  has  been  pre- 
vailed on  to  pubiifh  a moft  interefting 
Narrative  of  the  whole  of  this  unfortunate 
event,  which  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
writing  from  the  teflimony  of  one  of  the 
poor  fellows  who  furvived,  and  with  whom 
he  failed  back  again  to  India  ; and  he  is 
now  actually  engaged  in  making  drawings 
for  engravings  to  accompany  that  work, 
which  will  appear  as  foon  as  they  can  be 
well  executed. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 


THE  AUTHOR  ARRIVES  AT  BRU YNTJES-HOOGTE 
— QUITS  IT  WITH  DISGUST — AUGMENTS  HIS 
TRAIN  — CONTINUES  HIS  JOURNEY. 


WE  began  our  march  at  day-break, 

^ and  in  three  hours  difcovered  the 

I wifhed-for  fettlement  j the  inhabitants  of 

which 
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which  perceived  me  at  a diftance  ; and  I 
could  fee  them  aflembling,  and  frequently 
turning  to  gaze  at  me  with  an  air  of  alarm, 
occalioned,  no  doubt,  by  the  light  of  my 
baggage  and  attendants.  I fpurred  my 
horfe,  and  foon  joined  them,  fpeaking  with 
great  politenefs,  at  the  fame  time  make- 
ing  known  my  name,  and  pretending 
I travelled  by  authority  of  the  Dutch  go- 
vernment, to  wdiom  I mull  give  an  ac- 
count of  my  difcoveries  ; the  conclufion 
of  this  difcourfe  feemed  to  have  great 
weight  with  them,  and  I was  received 
with  every  demonllration  of  joy. 

They  owned  that  my  beard  had  puz- 
zled them,  which  w^as  now  of  eleven 
' months  growth  ; nor  could  they  tell  what 
to  make  of  my  weapons,  my  carriages,  and 
large  retinue.  They  had  frequently  heard 
of  me,  and  of  the  numerous  inconveniences 
I had  fullained  ; but  had  lately  been  in- 
, formed,  I had  failed  in  a velfel  that  lay 

at 
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at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Blettenberg,  bound 
for  the  Ifle  of  Bourbon  ; they  therefore 
did  not  entertain  the  moil  diftint  idea  of 
feeing  me.  I was  then  obliged  to  bear 
v\  ith  being  alked  a hundred  queftions 
without  having  time  allowed  to  anfwer 
one. 

Before  I declared  the  motives  that 
brought  me  here,  and  my  refolution  to  pe- 
netrate into  Caffraria,  I expreffed  my 
aftonifliment  that  none  of  them  had  al- 
ready attempted  to  relieve  thofe  unhappy 
Europeans,  whofe  miferable  lituation  they 
were  not  unacquainted  with  ; and  that  I 
now  hoped  to  find  fome,  whofe  hearts 
would  prompt  them  to  go  with  me  to- 
wards the  coaft  where  the  velTel  was  calf 
away  ; as  the  Dutch  government,  I made 
no  doubt,  would  amply  reward  thofe  who 
undertook  fç  glorious  an  enterprize  ; I 
likewife  added,  that  as  the  vefiel  was  not 
yet  gone  to  pieces,  they  might  poflibly 

find 
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find  efFedls  enough  in  the  wreck  to  enable 
them  to  pafs  their  lives  comfortably.  This 
lafl  motive  feemed  to  have  its  weight  ; and 
I hoped  a happy  iffue  from  the  following 
anfwer  : ' ‘‘  That  if  things  were  as  I had 
faid,  it  was  right  to  affifl  thefe  unhappy 
people,  who  were  in  truth  their  fellow 
creatures  and  brethren.” 

One  of  the  moR'  cunning  poltrons  of 
the  fet,  whom  avarice  alone  interefted, 
added,  “ That  the  Caffrees  had  probably 
ftripped  the  veffel  of  all  that  was  worth 
looking  after,  and  in  that  cafe,  the  rilTc 
they  run  in  leaving  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren to  the  mercy  of  the  favages,  could  not 
by  any  means  be  counterbalanced  by  • a 
precarious  profpe<R  of  amending  their  cir- 
cumRances.” 

’Tis  true,  there  was  not  much  to  tempt 
them  to  undertake  the  journey,  as  they 
could  have  no  view  of  purloining  cattle 
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from  their  enemies,  having  divided  twenty 
thoufand  fince  the  commencement  of  hof- 
tilities  ; the  few  that  remained  were  fe- 
cured,  by  the  Caffrees  having  drove  them 
into  places  of  perfedl  fecurity. 


I ufed  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  combat 
the  reafons  of  this  man,  but  in  vain  ; his 
avaritious  arguments  confuting  all  that 
humanity  could  urge  ; and  as  they  could 
not  be  alTured  of  gain,  they  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  their  alTiftance. 


H 


It  was  a vain  attempt  to  alter  fuch  har- 
dened obftinacy  ; I could  not,  however, 
reftrain  my  rage,  which  broke  out  into 
threatenings  of  the  difpleafure  they  would 
incur  from  the  Dutch  government  ; con- 
cluding with  wifhing  them  fufrounded  by 
thoufands  of  Caffrees,  and  left  their  con- 
duct fhould  influence  fome  of  my  people, 
I abruptly  broke  off  the  difeourfe,  and 
continued  my  journey. 


I ob- 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


350 

I obferved  that  thefe  Colonies  had 
among  them  numbers  of  a mixed  race, 
between  a white  and  a Hottentot  ; they 
are  generally  courageous  and  enterprizing, 
adhering  more  to  the  Colon  ill  than  to  the 
Hottentots,  whom  they  regard  as  their 
inferiors  ; they  are  always  the  firft  to  march 
againft  the  Caifrees,  lignalizing  themfelves 
in  every  rencontre  ^ a knowledge  of  this 
made  me  refolve  to  leave  three  of  my  men, 
in  whom  I could  confide,  in  order  to  con- 
fort with,  and  if  pofiible  engage  fome  of 
them  to  follow  me,  particularly  thofe  who 
knew  the  country  and  language  of  the 
Caffrees.  I inftruCled  them  fufficiently  in 
regard  to  their  condudt,  and  appointed 
the  river  Klein-Visy  where  I was  then  go- 
ing, for  our  place  of  rendezvous,  which 
we  reached  and  crolTed  after  three  hours 
travel  through  very  bad  roads.  We  refled 
here  for  the  night,  as  I could  not  pofiibly 
expedl  to  hear  the  event  of  my  people’s  né- 
gociation until  the  next  day. 


In 
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In  this  place  I perceived  fome  mark* 
that  denoted  the  lion  to  be  no  dranger 
here  ; therefore  took  the  necedary  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  a furprize,  both  from 
that  animal,  and  likewife  from  the  Caf- 
frees.  I lliould  have  felt  but  little  uneaii- 
nefs  on  account  of  the  latter,  had  it  been 
poflible  to  inform  them  that  I was  neither 
of  the  nation  nor  of  the  difpofition  of  their 
perfecutors  ; but  they  might  fill  on  my 
camp  unawares,  and  do  me  great  damage 
before  I could  come  to  an  explanation  ; 
this  conlideration,  therefore,  engaged  me 
(contrary  to  my  ufual  cuftom)  to  choofe 
an  elevated  encampment,  from  which  I 
could  fee  to  a conliderable  diftance  all 
round.  - 

Here  I fixed  my  tent,  placing  the  wag- 
gons and  cattle  near  us.  At  the  diftance  of 
a few  paces  I condrudled  fome  falfe  huts, 
fixing  my  fire-arms  within  gun  fliot  of 
thcira,  and  covering  our  retreat  with  bran- 
ches 
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ches  of  trees,  fo  that  it  could  not  be  per- 
ceived ; here  we  determined  to  pafs  the 
night  ; that  in  cafe  an  enemy  prefented, 
and  attempted  to  furprife  our  camp,  we 
might  have  a manifeft  advantage. 

The  night  was  by  no  means  quiet,  the 
barking  of  our  dogs  giving  us  a great  deal 
of  inquietude,  and  rendering  it  impoflible 
to  lleep.  At  day  'lireak  I difcerned  at 
fome  diftance  my  expedled  Hottentots, 
they  brought  with  them  three  Grangers, 
one  of  whom,  named  Hans  ( the  fon  of  a 
white  man  and  Hottentot  woman)  had 
lived  a good  while  among  the  Caffrees, 
and  fpoke  their  language  with  great  facility. 
Some  glades  of  Brandy  foon  gained  me 
his  confidence,  and  procured  me  infor- 
mation of  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs. 

• 

What  I learned  from  this  man  con- 
firmed me  in  the  opinion  I had  before 
formed,  that  the  Caffrees  are  in  general 
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liarmlefs  and  peaceable,  but  being  contin- 
ually pillaged,  harralTed,  nay  often  mur- 
dered by  the  whites,  they  are  obliged  to 
take  up  arms  in  their  own  defence.  He 
likewife  informed  me,  that  the  report  of 
this  Nation  being  barbarous  and  bloody, 
was  induftrioufly  circulated  by  the  Colo- 
nifts,  in  order  to  juftify  the  attrocious 
thefts  they  were  daily  guilty  of  towards 
them,  and  which  they  wilhed  to  have  pafs 
for  reprifals.  That  they  often  formed  pre- 
tences of  lofing  cattle,  purpofely  to  make 
inroads  into  the  Caifree  fettlements,  exter- 
minating whole  Hoords  without  diftinc- 
tion  of  age  or  fex,  carrying  away  their 
herds,  and  laying  wafte  the  country  ; this 
means  of  procuring  cattle  appearing  much 
eaher  than  the  flow  method  of  breeding 
them,  and  in  this  manner  Hans  aflured 
me,  twenty  thoufand  had  been  obtained 
the  lafl:  year,  at  which  time  he  was  an  eye 
witnefs  of  the  following  indance  of  in- 
humanity. 
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Jn  dellroying  a fmaîl  fettlcment  of 
CafFrees,  a child  about  twelve  years  old 
efcaped  the  general  carnage,  by  concealing 
himfelf  in  a hole,  but  unfortunately  was 
difcovered  by  one  of  the  marauders,  who 
determined  to  make  a (lave  of  his  prize  5 
the  commander  of  this  barbarous  detach- 
ment peremptorily-  laid  claim  to  the  poor 
little  prifoner  j the  Colonift  as  firmly  re-> 
fufed  to  deliver  him  up,  which  fo  enraged 
the  favage  leader,  that  he  ran  with  the 
utmoft  fury  at  the  innocent  objeét  of  the 
difpute,  exclaiming — “ If  I muft  not  have 
him,  neither  lhalt  thou,”  and  accompanied 
thefe  words  with  lodging  the  contents  of 
his  piece  in  the  breafi:  of  the  unfortunate 
vidtim,  who  inlfantly  died. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I was  likeivife 
told  that  thefe  ferocious  extirpators  would 
fometimes  amufe  themfelves  with  placing 
their  prifoners  at  a ftated  diilance,  in  order 
to  try  their  fuperiority  over  each  other  as 
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expert  markfmen.  Were  I fo  difpofed,  I 
need  not  ftop  here,  but  particular  conh- 
derations  and  powerful  motives  doling 
my  lips,  I can  only  diudder  and  be  lilent. 
I have  faid  enough  to  Ihew  what  thofe 
Colonifts  are,  whom  Government  leave 
to  their  excelTes,  becaufe  they  are  either 
too  weak,  or  too  pufillanimous  to  ftrike  at 
the  root  of  this  dreadful  enormity.  Thus 
then  are  committed  all  the  horrors  that 
imagination  can  form  an  idea  of,  by  peo- 
ple fubjedt  to  a republican  ftate,  diftin- 
guilhed  from  all  others,  for  its  limplicity 
of  manners,  and  truly  philanthropic  fpirit. 

If  at  any  time  the  Governor  receives 
advice  of  thefe  atrocious  deeds,  the  dif- 
tance,  (and  other  reafons  which  perhaps 
are  not  prudent  to  enquire  into)  bring 
them  to  town  fo  foftened  and  disfigured, 
that  they  are  fcarcely  taken  any  notice  of. 

A Colonifi:  who  lives  two  hundred  lea- 
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gues  up  the  country,  arrives  at  the  Cap«fi 
to  complain  that  the  Caffrees  have  taken 
all  his  cattle,  and  intreats  a Co?n7nando, 
which  is  a permiffion  to  go,  with  the  help 
of  his  neighbours,  and  re-take  his  pro- 
perty ‘y  the  Governor,  who  either  does  not, 
or  feigns  not  to  underlfand  the  trick,  ad- 
heres ftrid;ly  to  the  fadts  exprelfed  in  the 
petition  3 a preamble  of  regular  information 
would  occafion  long  delays — a permiifion 
is  eahly  given — ’tis  but  a word-  the  fatal 
word  is  written,  which  proves  a fentence 
of  death  to  a thoufand  poor  lavages,  who 
have  no  fuch  defence  or  refources  as  their 
perfecutors. 

Thus  the  monfter  (regardlefs  of  reli- 
gion) having  compleated  his  bufmefs  at 
the  Cape,  returns  with  an  inhuman  joy  to 
his  villainous  accomplices,  and  extends 
his  Comf?iando  as  far  as  his  intereft  re- 
quires ; the  maflacres  this  occafions,  is 
but  the  lignai  for  other  butcheries  ; for 

Ihould 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


357 


fhould  the  Caffrees  have  the  audacity  to 
attempt  regaining  any  part  of  their  loft 
herds,  the  confufion  recommences,  and 
only  ceafes  when  there  are  no  more  vic- 
tims or  no  more  plunder. 

This  perpetual  war,  or  rather  robbery, 
continued  during  the  whole  time  of  my 
ftay  in  Africa.  It  was  not  the  fpeculations 
of  commerce,  or  love  for  any  particular 
fervice  that  direded  my  fteps,  but  my  na- 
tural inclination,  and  a fondnefs  of  new  dif- 
coveries.  I am  more  acquainted  with  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country,  than  with  the 
Colonies  of  the  Cape,  or  the  Cape  itfelf  ; 
no  perfonal  intereft  therefore  can  make  me 
fufpedted  of  partiality.  I have  obferved 
that  the  political  eye  is  open  too  late  to  the 
eftablifhments  that  daily  fpread  to  fuch  a 
diftance  from  the  feat  of  Government  ; the 
mere  name  of  authority  is  too  infufficient 
to  check  the  diforders  that  multiply  ^nd 
vex  the  interior  part  of  the  country  } this 
A a 3 being 
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being  the  cafe,  fhould  it  ever  happen  that 
the  Caffrees,  and  the  neighbouring  nations, 
(who  have  alfo  caufe  of  complaint)  were 
to  unite,  their  junction,  at  leaft,  would 
bode  no  good  to  the  Colonifts,  nay  poffibly 
might  in  time  affedt  the  Cape  itfelf. 

At  prefent,  the  government  have  more 
than  one  means  to  prevent  thefe  misfor- 
tunes ; but  it  is  certainly  time  to  employ 
thofe  means,  as  dangers  ever  encreafe 
by  delay.  I have  before  obferved,  that 
• the  bare  ilfuing  a precept  is  of  no  effedt  ; 
this  the  following  inftance  will  plainly 
verify  : A governor  being  informed  of  fome 
cruel  vexations  pradlifed  againft  the  fa- 
vages,  fummoned  the  author  to  the  Cape, 
to  render  an  account  of  his  condudl  ; the 
culprit  did  not  even  deign  to  anfwer  the 
order,  but  continued  harraffing  and  pil- 
laging in  his  ufual  manner,  and  his  dif- 
obedience  vv^as  overlooked  and  forgotten. 
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One  day  I was  fpeaking  of  thefe  abufes 
to  fome  Colonilfs,  who  told  me,  that  fe- 
veral  of  them  had  received  fimilar  man- 
dates from  the  governor,  to  v/hich  they 
paid  no  attention.  I anfwered,  I was 
amazed  then  that  the  governor  did  hot  ac- 
company his  orders  with  a detachment, 
and  in  cafe  of  refufal,  condu6l  the  culprit 
under  a good  efcort  to  town.’  ‘‘  Do  you 
know,”*  faid  one  of  them,  “ what  would 
“ be  the  refult  of  fuch  an  attempt  ? W e 
“ fliould  inftantly  allemhle,  and  kill  half 
the  foldiers,  whom  we  would  fait  and 
“ fend  back  by  thofe  we  had  fpared,  with 
“ prornifes  to  do  as  much  for  others  that 
“ came  on  the  fime  errand.” 

Men  of  this  temper  are  not  eahly  ma- 
naged ; nor  is  it  impoITible,  bat  thefe  tur- 
bulent fpirits  may  one  day  throw  ofF  the 
yoke  intirely,  and  give  laws  to  their  pre- 
lent nominal  rulers  ; nor  would  this  prove 
by  any  means  a work  of  difticulty,  efpeci- 
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ally,  if  fome  informed,  artful  individual, 
was  to  g:dn  the  good-will  and  confidence 
of  the  multitude,  who  already  know 
too  well  the  facility  of  the  enterprize, 
and  advai)tages  of  fuccefs.  He  need  only 
reprefent,  in  lively  colours,  that  they  could 
raife  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  (kilful 
markfinen,  whofe  every  fiiot  would  carry 
death  ; and  with  very  little  hazard  or  dan- 
ger, might  overthrow  any  force  govern- 
ment could  fend  into  thefe  parts  : That 
riches  and  abundance  would  pour  in  upon 
them  the  moment  they  threw  oiF  the 
oppreflive,  and  frequently  tyranic,  power 
of  their  rulers,  wdiofe  regulations  are  in 
dired;  oppofition  to  every  fpecies  of  private 
advantage  : That  inhabiting  a favorable 
climate,  pofielfors  of  a fine  country,  fur- 
niflaed  with  plenty  of  game,  they  might 
exchange  the  produds  of  their  lands  and 
docks  for  every  article  of  luxury,  which 
foreign  countries  would  be  glad  to  bring 
to,  the  numerous  ports  and  roads  with 
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which  their  coaft  is  funiifhed  ; while  po- 
pulation increafing  with  riches,  they  might 
enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  an  extenfive 
commerce. 

Thefe  reflections  are  not  new  at  the 
Cape,  and  are,  perhaps,  the  heft  excufe  for 
their  apparent  remiflhefs  in  punifliing  the 
enormous  outrages  of  the  Colonifts  ; well 
knowing  the  turbulent  difpofltion  of  thefe 
people,  naturally  robuft,  and  bred  in-  tiiwir 
native  woods. 

Another  motive,  which  at  the  time  I 
was  in  that  country  might  poflibly  make 
them  flacken  the  reins  of  authority,  was 
the  aflaftance  they  hoped  for  from  thefe 
people,  if  the  Englifla  had  attacked  Cape- 
Town,  as  was  expected,  in  the  year  1781. 
And  the  following  trait  may  fhew  they 
are  to  be  depended  on. 


On 
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On  a falfe  alarm  being  fpread,  in  lefs 
than  four  and  twenty  hours  near  twelve 
hundred  of  them  arrived,  and  offered  their 
afliiiance;  and  would  immediately  have 
been  followed  by  others,  had  they  not 
Eeceived  orders  to  the  contrary. 


I fliould  lead-  my  readers  into  an  error,, 
îf  what  I have  faid  induced  them  to  ima- 
gine,, that  thefe  Coloniils  are  fo  many 
Casfars  ; this  is  by  no  means  the  cafe,  nor 
would  that  account  agree  with  tlie  details 
already  given  of  their  wars  with  the  Caf- 
frees.- 

Born  among  the  rocks  and  forefts,  a 
hardy,  or  rather  favage  education,  renders, 
them  amazingly  robuft  and  ftrong  ; ac- 
cuhomed  from  their  early  youth  to  lay  wait 
for  the  dangerous  animals  of  Africa,  they 
are  exjpert  at  a furprife,  or  ambufcade  ; 
but  I much  queflion  whether  they  would 
dare  to  face  an  enemy  in  the  open  field,  or 
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if  routed  ever  return  to  the  charge  ; being 
unacquainted  with  that  innate  magnani- 
mity which  infpires  true  courage. 

From  a recolledion  of  the  adventure  of 
Saldanha-Bay,  it  may  eafily  be  judged 
whether  I have  exaggerated  in  this  account 
of  their  charadfer. 

It  is  not  thus  with  the  women,  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  whom  have  real  prefence 
of  mind  and  courage,  fearing  no  obftacles, 
and  calmly  facing  danger;  managing  a 
horfe,  and  firing  a muficet  with  as  much 
Ikill  as  their  hufbands  ; are  more  indefa- 
tigable, never  flying  from  an  enemy  and 
may  be  truly  filled  amazons. 

I knew  a widow  that  managed  her  own 
plantation,  who,  when  the  wild  beafis  at- 
tacked her  flocks,  mounted  on  horfe- 
back  and  purfued  them  with  the  greateft 
intrepidity  ; never  quitting  the  chafe  ’till 
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llic  cither  killed,  or  drove  them  from  the 
canton. 

In  one  of  my  journies,  two  years  after,  in 
the  country  of  the  Namaquias,  I faw,  in  a 
lonely  habitation,  a young  woman  of  about 
twenty,  who  always  accompanied  her  fa- 
ther on  horfeback,  when  at  the  head  of 
his  people  he  attacked  the  Bofhis-men, 
who  often  gave  them  difturbance;  follow- 
ing thefe  wretches,  regardlefs  of  their  im- 
poifoned  arrows,  with  the  utmoft  i'pirit  and 
bravery  ; overtaking  them  in  their  flight, 
and  /hooting  them  without  pity.  The 
annals  of  the  Cape  make  mention  of  a 
great  number  of  women,  who  have  di/Hn- 
giiiihed  themfelves  by  actions  of  bravery, 
that  might  do  honor  to  the  mo/l  cou- 
raGreous  of  our  fex. 

o 

On  my  return  to  the  Cape,  the  common 
topic  of  difcourfe  was  the  tragical  adven- 
ture of  a Vvddow,  who  had  lived  at  a di/lant 
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lolitary  habitation  with  her  two  fons,  the 
eldefl  of  them  about  nineteen.  One  gloomy 
night  the  family  was  awakened  by  the  low- 
ing of  the  cattle,  in  an  inclofure,  at  a fmall 
diftance  from  the  houfe^  they  immediately 
feized  their  weapons,  and  running  to  the 
fpot,  found  a lion  had  broken  through  the 
fence>  and  was  making  terrible  havock 
among  the  oxen.  It  was  only  necelTary  to 
enter  the  inclofure,  fire  and  kill  the  animal, 
who  had  no  chance  of  efcape  ; but  neither 
her  fons,  flaves,  or  Hottentots,  had  fuf- 
ficient  courage  to  attempt  it  ; this  un- 
daunted woman,  therefore,  entered  alone, 
and  armed  with  a mulket,  approached  the 
feene  of  confufion  ; the  obfeurity  of  the 
night  prevented  her  feeing  the  furious 
beafi:  ’till  fiie  was  clofe  by  him  ^ file  im- 
mediately  fired  her  mulTcet,  but  was  fo  un- 
fortunate as  only  to  wound  the  animal, 
who  rufiied  on  her  in  an  inftant. 


The 
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The  fcreams  of  the  unfortunate  mother 
brought  the  fons  to  her  affiflance. — Fu- 
rious—defperate — diftraâied — they  fell  on 
the  tremendous  animal  and  killed  him 
(though  too  late)  on  the  mangled  body 
of  their  parent. 

Exclufive  of  the  deep  wounds  Ihe  had 
received  in  the  throat,  and  different  parts 
of  the  body,  the  lion  had  bit  off  one  of  her 

hands  at  the  wrift. ^Affiftance  was  in- 

effediual  ; fhe  died  the  fame  night,  amidfl 
the  vain  lamentations  and  regret  of  her 
children  and  fervants. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 


THE  AUTHOR  SENDS  MESSENGERS  TO  KING 
PHAROO ARRIVES  AT  KOKS-KRAAL  — EN- 

DEAVOURS TO  SECÜR.E  IT  FROM  ANY  SUDDEN 
ATTACK. 


Haims  gave  me  every  explanation  in 
his  power  relative  to  Caffraria,  in- 
forming me  that  the  fpot  we  were  now 
upon  was  formerly  part  of  the  dominion 
of  a puid’ant  Chief,  who  now  refided  thirty 
leagues  from  us,  towards  the  North,  and 
was  called  King  Pharoo.  He  likewife  per- 
fuaded  me  to  go  forward,  maintaining 
that  fo  far  from  having  any  danger 

to  ' 
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to  apprehend  from  the  inhabitants,  they^  ^ 
would  be  well  pleafed  to  fee  me,  in  hopes'*  • 
that  on  my  return  to  the  Cape,  the  de~ 
fcription  I fhould  give  of  their  manners, 
difpolitions  and  way  of  life,  would  fo  far 
efface  the  ill  impreffions  the  Colonifts  had 
given  of  them,  that  they  might  obtain 
peace  and  tranquillity,  the  only  favor  they 
afked  of  the  whites. 

This  reafoning,  on  the  firfl  view,  ap- 
peared plaufible  enough;  but  on  the  other 
hand,  it  behoved  me  to  weigh  every  cir- 
cumfliance  before  I placed  too  firm  a con- 
fidence in  this  man’s  reports  ; By  too 
implicit  a faith,  I might  in  a moment  lofe 
the  whole  fruits  of  my  voyage,  perhaps  b^ 
maffacred. 

I well  knew  the  intriguing  fpirit  of  the 
half-bred  Natives  ; this  was  but  die  ac-  i 
quaintance  of  a day,  and  confequently  | 
might  be  fufpedled  ; a glafs  of  Brandy  had  j 
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already  rendered  him  a traitor,  he  appeared 
a friend  to  the  Caffrees,  had  paffed  his  life 
among  them,  and  came  now  from  a retreat, 
where,  perhaps,  he  had  only  redded  for 
the  pnrpofe  of  obferving  the  motions  of 
the  Colonifts,  the  better  to  betray  them  ; 
might  he  not  have  an  inclination  to  facri- 
fice  me  alfo,  in  order  to^  divide  the  booty 
with  the  Caffrees,  and  to  gain  their  favour 
by  leading  me  into  the  fnare  ? 

After  being  agitated  by  a thoufand  dif- 
ferent ideas,  I formed,  what  appeared  to 
me,  an  eafy  and  fafe  plan,  which  would 
give  me  time  for  reflection,  and  neither 
endanger  my  pérfon  or  property;  this  was 
to  fend  a deputation  to  King  Pharoo. 

On  the  firft  overture  of  this  expedient 
Hans  accepted  the  commiffion,  which  I 
took  for  a mark  of  honefty,  and  he  pro- 
mifed  to  perfuade  two  or  three  of  his 
friends  to  accompany  him  in  thii>  expedi- 
voL.  I*.  fib  tion, 
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tion.  I likewiie  purpofed  fending  two  of 
my  Hottentots  (Adams  and  Slanger)  they 
were  to  give  the  King  an  account  of  all  my 
proceedings  for  the  lad:  eleven  months,  hnce 
I quitted  the  Cape. 

By  this  information  he  might  conclude 
that  curiofty  alone  condiK^led  me  into  his 
territories.  I alfo  charged  my  meffengers 
to  fay, — “That  born  in  another  world,  a 
total  Granger  to  this  country,  I could  not 
in  any  manner  be  the  friend  or  accom- 
plice of  the  Colonifts  ; on  the  contrary,  I 
highly  difapproved  their  condil(5l  ; in  a 
word,  they  might  be  aifured  that  as  long 
as  I remained  in  his  country,  I fliould  give 
him  no  caufe  of  complaint,  by  any  of  my 
adtions  or  proceedings,  as  I was  actuated 
by  the  moft  innocent  motives,  namely,  to 
take  a view  of  the  country,  and  colledl 
natural  curiofties  ; and  fo  far  from  cre- 
ating difofders,  I Oiould,  on  the  contrary, 
take  every  occafion  to  be  ufeful  to  himfelf 
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ànd  Uibje6ls,as  I had  already  been  to  lèverai 
Hoords  of  Hottentots,  who  trailing  to  my 
honour  had  accepted  my  fervices  ; I added, 
that  I Hiould  on  my  return  to  the  Cape, 
render  a faithful  account  to  the  Governor 
of  all  I had  feen,  and  exert  mvfelf  to  the 
utmLoft  in  order  to  ellablilh  peace  and  har- 
mony between  them  and  the  Colon  ills,” 

Having  thus  inllrudled  my  deputies,  I 
charged  my  own  Flottentots  with  a fecret 
commdlhon,  which  was,  if  poffible,  to 
bring  back  with  them  fome  CafFrecs  ; this 
would  enable  me  to  j udge  what  degree  of 
confidence  they  repofed  in  my  adurances, 
and  likewife  how  far  I might  trull  to  them. 

Nothing  now  remained  but  to  Hock 
themfelves  with  provifions,  this  performed, 
I gave  them  fome  prefents  for  the  Caffra- 
rian  Prince  ; they  bade  me  farewell, 
promifmg  to  return  to  Koks-Kraal^  as 
foon  as  poffible,  where  I was  to  w'ait  their 
arrival . b b 2 
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Next  morning  we  continued  our  journey, 
and  after  three  hours  march  arrived  on 
the  borders  of  the  river  Groot-Vis.  The 
heat  was  exceffive,  and  the  earth  covered 
with  large  round  pebbles,  which  rendered 
the  way  very  wearifome  to  my  cattle  ; 
we  kept  on  by  the  river-fide,  ’till  at  length 
fatigue  obliged  us  to  ftop,  though  no  later 
than  four  o'clock. 

While  the  ufual  preparations  were 
making  for  our  fecurity,  I walked  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  not  far  from  which  I 
perceived  the  remains  of  a Kraal  of  Caf- 
frees.  I was  curious  to  examine  it,  and 
found  fome  huts  in  good  prefervation, 
others  intirely  deftroyed,  but  a more  me- 
lancholy fped:acle  foon  ftruck  my  atten- 
tion, there  was  a number  of  human  bones, 
which,"  from  their  appearance,  I judged 
muft  have  lain  a long  time,  and  perhaps 
belonged  to  the  unhappy  people  who  were 
the  firft  victims  of  this  unjuft  war. 
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The  night  of  the  tenth  palTed  in  toler- 
able tranquillity,  though  fome  Hyænas 
approached  our  incampment,  but  being 
pretty  much  accuftomed  to  their  vifits,  we 
fuflained  but  little  uneafmefs. 

In  the  morning  my  Hottentots  (who 
had  been  to  fetch  water)  informed  me  they 
had  difcovered  the  recent  tracks  of  Hippo- 
potamufes  and  Coudous.  Our  provifions 
growing  fcarce,  I determined  to  give  this 
day  to  the  chace;  I therefore  fent  my 
people  to  the  banks  of  the  river  to  difcover 
]f  poflible,  the  retreat  of  thefe  animals  ; I 
went  a different  way.  An  hopes  of  finding 
Coudous,  or  other  game,  but  faw  only 
Gazells  and  Oftriches,  and  being  on  foot, 
it  was  impoffible  to  approach  them. 

I began  now  to  think  we  fhould  have 
no  fport,  when  pafiing  a plain  where  the 
grafs  was  high,  and  interfperfed  with 
thickets,  I fuddenly  perceived  a group  of 
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feveji  CoiidoiiSy  who  fortunately  did  not  fee 

us.  I approached  with  great  precaution, 

followed  hy  the  man  I had  brought  with 

me  ; being  within  two  hundred  feet,  I or- 
« 

dered  him  to  fire  firfb,  wifliing  to  referve 
my  charge  ’till  they  were  upon  the  run. 
The  report  of  my  man’s  piece  put  them 
all  to  flight  ; by  good  fortune  they  pafied 
within  thirty  paces  of  me,  I fired,  and  iliot 
the  only  male  among  them.  My  Hotten- 
tot would  fain  have  perfuaded  me  he  had 
wounded  it,  but  on  examination  w'e  found 
only  one  ball  had  taken  place  ^ having  co- 
vered him  with  fome  branches,  I tied  my 
handkerchief  on  a flick  which  we  ftuck 
in  the'ground,  to  frighten  away  the  beafls 
of  prey. 

As  Î knew  the  females  veould  not  wan- 
der far  without  the  male,  we  continued 
the  pur  fait,  and  foon  after  difeovered  a 
track  of  blood,  whidi  allured  us  another 
was  Wounded,  and  at  the  diftance  of  about 
foi}!'  hundred  feet,  tve  found  it  dying. 
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My  Hottentot,  whom  I had  accufed  of 
awkwarclnels,  was  pleafed  with  the  ren- 
contre, though  he  aimed  at  the  male  and 
ih’Lick  the  female  by  chance.  We  fkinned 
and  took  out  the  intrails,  by  which  means 
it  was  fo  much  lightened  that  we  were  able 
to  carry  and  place  it  by  the  male. 

Harrafied  with  fatigue  and  hunger,  we 
made  a fire,  and  broiled  fome  of  the  liver. 
I know  not  whether  it  was  the  excellence 
of  the  meat,  or  the  fharpnefs  of  my  appe- 
tite, but  without  feafoning  or  bread  (of 
vvhich  I had  not  eaten  a confiderable  time) 
I thought  it  one  of  the  greateft  dainties  I 
had  ever  tailed. 

When  we  had  finhhed  our  repafi:,  my 

Hottentot  went  to  fetch  two  horfes  and 

1 » 

fome  of  his  comrades,  who  carried  our 
provifion  to  the  camp.  The  kettles  were 
all  filled  in  an  inftant  ; in  the  mean  time 
they  broiled  fleakes.  on  the  coals,  and  in 
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lefs  than  two  hours  three  parts  of  our  meat 
difappearcd. 

The  Hottentots  are  gluttons  while  they 
have  plenty  of  provilions,  at  other  times 
they  are  fatisfied  v ith  little.  In  this  par- 
ticular they  fefembie  the  Hyæna,  and  in- 
deed all  carnivorous  animals,  who  haftily 
devour  their  prey  without  a thought  of  the 
future,  though  they  may  poffibly  be  fome 
days  before  they  get  a frelh  fupply  of  food, 
appeafing  their  hunger  in  the  interval 
with  a kind  of  Terre  Glaife  (Potter’s  Clay) 
The  Hottentot  can  eat  in  one  day  ten  or 
twelve  pounds  of  meat,  but  when  this  is 
not  to  be  procured,  Locuits,  a Honey- 
Comb,  or  a piece  of  the  leather  of  his  fan- 
dais  will  ferve  to  alleviate  the  prelhng  calls 
of  hunger. 

I could  never  make  my  people  compre- 
hend that  it  was  prudent  to  referve  fome- 
thing  for  another  day,  for  after  having  eat 

fa 
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to  the  decree  of  excefs  ah  cady  recited,  they 
would  give  the  remainder  to  any  chance 
comers;  nor  did  this  prodigality  appear  to 
o-ive  them  the  lead;  concern.  “We  diall 
hunt,  (they  faid)  or  we  fliall  deep,”  — for 
deep  is  to  them  a capital  refource  in  times 
of  need,  and  I never  palled  any  of  the  dry 
or  llerile  countries,  where  game  is  fcarce, 
without  finding  whole  Hoords  alleep  in 
their  Kraals,  which  is  a certain  alTurance 
of  their  being  in  a miferable  fituation  ; but 
what  is  furprifing,  (and  which  I diould  not 
have  affirmed  but  on  repeated  experience) 
they  deep  at  will,  by  this  means  deceiving 
or  at  lead;  alleviating  the  mod:  preffing 
calls  of  nature. 

They  have,  notwithftanding,  their  hours 
of  wakefulnefs,  which  even  cuHom  cannot 
conquer,  but  they  then  make  ufe  of  an 
expedient  to  prevent  deep,  which  will 
fcarcely  appear  probable,  though  Hridlly 
true  : they  bind  the  llomach  tight  with  a 

leather 
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leather  gxi'dlc,  by  this  means  fiipporting  or 
diininilhiiig  hunger.  Thcle  bandages  are 
likewife  a general  remedy  amongft  them, 
in  alinofl  all  cafes,  binding  the  head  or  any 
other  fiiffering  part,  and  fuppofing  that 
pain  is  to  be  expelled  by  violent  prelfure; 
having  been  often  prefent  on  thefe  occa- 
fions,  I have  ever  obferved  that  v/hen  the 
operation  v/as  hnilhed,  the  patient  ap- 
peared eafed  ; ftrange  as  this  may  appear, 
it  would  not  be  fo  generally  adopted,  did 
it  not,  in  forne  meafure,  anfwer  the  intended 
purpofe. 

The  Fîottentots  that  I had  fent  to  dif- 
cover  the  Hippopotimus,  foon  returned  in- 
forming me,  that  in  coafting  the  lide  of 
the  river,  they  had  difeovered  one  in  a 
place  intirely  covered  with  reeds  ; that  each 
time  it  rofe,  they  had  heard  it  dihindlly, 
and  liad  bred  at  it  feveral  times,  in  order 
to  frighten,  and  make  it  drift  its  fituation  ; 
that  probably  by  the  next  morning  it 

might 
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might  be  in  a place  more  favorable  to  our 
deligns  ; they  had  met  likewife  with 
twenty  buffalos,  but  had  not  killed  any. 

The  eleventh,  at  night,  wc  were  vifited 
by  lions,  hyænas  and  jackals,  which  kept 
us  on  the  watch  ’till  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning:  the  fmell  of  our  frefli  meat  and 
cookery,  no  doubt,  had  attracted  them. 
We  had  much  trouble  with  our  horfes, 
particularly  that  I bought  of  Mr.  Mulder, 
in  the  canton  of  Auteniquas  ; the  howl- 
ing of  the  wild  beafts  frightened  him  fo 
much,  that  we  were  obliged  to  put  clogs 
on  each  leg,  and  confine  his  head  with  a 
idrap,  to  prevent  his  beating  himfelf  to 
pieces. 

Tranquillity  returned  with  the  day, 
when  we  hniihed  cutting  up  the  Coudous^ 
after  which  we  packed  our  baggage. — 
I had  fent  a man  the  night  before  to  view 
Koks-Kraal^  which  was  the  rendezvous 

appointed 
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appointed  for  my  deputies,  who  had  been 
gone  but  three  days,  fo  that  1 could  not 
cxpedl  them  for  fome  time. 

From  the  report  of  my  mehenger,  I 
judged  we  might  encamp  very  commo- 
dioudy  at  this  place,  and  the  firfh  view  of 
that  pleafing  fpot  convinced  me  I was 
not  mifliaken.  We  reached  it  in  three 
hours,  and  found  an  inclofure  of  about 
ffty  feet  fquare,  formed  by  a hedge  of 
diy  branches  and  thorns  ; it  was  broken 
in  fome  places,  which  we  repaired  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day.  This  cnclofure  was  a 
fortunate  circumhance,  as  it  flieltered  our 
bealls  ; and  the  fpot  was  in  fo  elevated  a 
fituation,that  it  overlooked  all  the  environs. 

On  one  fide  was  a river,  at  only  the 
diftance  of  four  hundred  paces,  which 
fupplied  us  with  plenty  of  water.  This 
was  not  only  a place  of  fecurity  from  wild 
bcails,  but  alfo,  in  fome  mcafure,  from  the 

Caffrees, 
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^Cafrrees,  who  being  fpread  about  the 
country,  and  uninformed  of  my  pacific 
intentions,  might,  if  we  had  been  quite 
expofed,  have  fallen  upon  us  unawares  ; 
but  I w^as  moft  apprehenfive  of  my  am- 
balfador,  who  knowing  perfe6Uy  the  num- 
ber of  men  I had  with  me,  and  informed 
of  the  precife  fpot  for  our  meeting,  miglit 
corrupt  my  Hottentots,  or  betray  and  af- 
fafiinate  them  on  the  road;  then  returning 
at  the  head  of  a numerous  party,  by  one 
of  thofe  llrokes  too  common  in  war,  ex- 
terminate me  and  my  people. 

I fhall  not  hide  from  my  readers,  that 
filled  with  the  idea  of  felling  my  life  as 
dear  as  polTible,  my  terrors  increafed  in 
proportion  to  the  care  I took  to  defend  it  ; 
but  after  my  deputies  had  been  abfent 
fome  time,  I became  eafier,  the  danger 
feemed  to  diminifii,  and  at  length  I was 
wholly  familiarized  to  my  fituatiofi. 
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I ordered  mv  lar2:e  tent  to  be  eredled 

é O 

beyond  the  fence,  at  one  end  of  our  in- 
clofure,  furrounding  it  with  fliam  huts,- 
as  we  had  before  contrived  at  the  river 
Klin-Vis.  At  an  angle  cppofite  the  tent 
we  made  a divifion  for  the  horfes,  and  ano- 
ther for  the  flieep  and  goats,  near  which 
I placed  my  fmall  tent,  determined  to  deep 
there.  We  furrounded  the  whole  fo  well 
with  a fence  of  thorny  bulhes,  that  it  was 
impodible  any  wild  beadis  could  penetrate 
it,  by  which  means  my  flocks  were  in  per- 
fect; fafety  in  our  little  fortrefs,  which  alfo, 
in  time  of  need,  might  ferve  as  a retreat 
for  myfelf  and  people  ; and  from  whence 
we  might  have  braved  two  thoufand  Caf- 
frees. 

Thefe  arrangements  fatisfied  my  com- 
panions, who  were  yet  more  uneafy  than 
myfelf.  On  the  approach  of  night,  at 
fifty  paces  diflant,  we  made  large  dres,  fo 
fcare  the  lions  ; we  likewife  had  others 
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nearer.  All  thefe  precautions  anfwering 
pcrfedly  well,  I returned  to  my  ufual  oc- 
cupations, and  my  people  regained  their 
cheerfulnefs. 

/ 

I law  flights  of  parroquets  in  the  air, 
and  fhot  one  of  a fpecies  that  has  not  yet 
been  delcribed.  It  is  about  the  fize  of  the 
grey  parrot  of  Guinea  ; its  colour  green, 
of  feveral  lhades  ; on  each  leg,  and  on  the 
joints  of  the  wings,  a bright  aurora  colour; 
but  I ihall  give  a particular  defeription  of 
this  in  my  hiftory  of  birds. 

During  the  day  we  were  ufually  vifited 
by  confiderable  numbers  of  bavian  mon- 
keys, of  the  fame  fpecies  as  my  friend 
Kees  ; thefe  animals  appeared  aftonilhed 
at  feeing  fo  many  people,  and  yet  more 
fo,  on  perceiving  one  of  their  kind 
among  us,  who  anfwered  them  in  their 
own  language.  One  day  more  than  three 
hundred  defeended  from  a hill,  which  -was 
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on  the  fide  of  our  camp,  and  furrounded 
us,  fcreaming  Gou-a-coUy  Gou-a-cou  ; the 
voice  and  appearance  of  Kees  feeming  to 
embolden  them.  They  were  not  equal  in 
fize,  fome  being  much  larger  than  others, 
but  all  of  the  fame  fpecies  ; Ikipping  and 
gamboling  in  a manner  difficult  to  be 
dcfcribed.  An  idea  of  thefe  monkies  ffiould 
not  be  formed  from  thofe  who  languifh 
out  a wearifome  life  of  llavery  in  Europe  ; 
periffiing  by  the  kindnefs  of  the  ladies,  or 
poifoned  by  their  ill- bellowed  dainties. 
The  heavinefs  of  our  atmofphere  deadens 
their  natural  gaiety,  and  they  frequently 
play  anticks  more  from  a dread  of  puniffi- 
ment,  than  from  real  humour. 

A fingularity  that  I have  before  remark- 
ed, fixed  my  attention  ; it  was,  that  Kees, 
whom  I held  by  the  paw,  though  he  ap- 
peared to  know  and  anfwer  his  fellows, 
would  bv  no  means  come  near  them  : I 
pulled  him  forward,  the  llrange  animals 

(who 


•TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


3B5 

(who  limply  appeared  to  ftand  on  their 
' guard)  waited  my  approach,. with  as  much 
tranquillity  as  Kees  fhewed  agitation  and 
reliftance.  On  a fudden  he  efcapedy  and 
ran  to  hide  himfelf  in  my  tent  ; perhaps 
a fear  that  they  would  drag  him  with 
them,  caufed  his  uneafinefs. 

The  other  monkies  continued  their  an- 
tic gambols  and  Icreams  for  fome  timej 
hill  tired  with  the  noife,  and  weary  of  thd 
light,  I fired  my  piece  ; in  an  inflant  the 
dogs  were  at  their  heels.  It  was  now 
really  amuiing  to  fee  the  dexterity  and 
quicknefs  of  their  flight  ; difperling  in 
every  direction  ; leaping  from  rock  to  rock, 
and  difappearing  with  the  rapidity  of  light- 
ning. 
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CHAP.  XXL 


THE  AUTHOR  ENDEAVOURS  TO  DISCOVER  SOME 
HIPPOPOTAMUSES — PART  OF  HIS  PEOPLE 
PURSUED  BY  LIONS-OBSERVATIONS  ON  WILD 
BEASTS. 


N the  thirteenth  day  of  the  month 


I was  awakened  by  a bird,  whofe 
note  was  extremely  loud  and  diftind;, 
but  refembled  nothing  I had  ever  before 
heard.  I rofe  immediately,  and  got  very 
near  without  its  difcovering  me } but  be- 
ing hardly  day  light,  I could  not  diftin- 
guifli  it  among  the  thick  branches  on 
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\vliich  it  was  perched,  and,  in  the  end,  had 
the  misfortune  to  lofe  it.  From  its  flifdit 

O 

I took  it  for  the  Crapaud  Volant  (Flying 
Toad)  1 was  not  miftaken,  for  feme  days 
after  I lliot  feveral. 

This  bird  is  very  different  from  the  Cra- 
paud Volant  of  Europe,  whofe  note  is  only 
a plaintive  cry,  like  the  ground  toad,  which 
has  probably  procured  it  this  name:  that 
of  Africa  warbles  very  articulately,  and  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  imitated  -,  continuing 
for  hours  after  fun-fet,  and  fometimes  all 
night.  This  difference,  joined  to  its  out- 
ward texture,  proves  it  of  another  fpccies. 

I killed  feveral  birds,  among  others  a 
fmall  kind  of  Barbu,  hitherto  unknown  ; 
and  a cuckoo,  which  I named  the  cryer, 
as  his  piercing  note  may  be  heard  at  a great 
diftance,  but  does  not  at  all  refemble  that 
of  our  European  cuckoo  ; its  plumage  is 
like  wife  very  different. 
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I alio  found  in  this  canton,  feveral  of 
the  golden  cuckoos,  delcribed  by  Bufron, 
by  the  name  of  Coucou  Vert  Dorêj  ^ the 
Cape  ; this  bird  is,  without  difpute,  the 
moft  beautiful  of  its  kind,  white,  green  und 
gold,  enrich  its  plumage  ; perched  on  the 
higheft  trees,  it  warbles  continually,  with 
varied  modulation,  the  fyllables,  Di  Di 
DidriCy  as  diftindtly  as  I have  written 
them,  for  which  reafon  I named  it  the 
T>idric. 

As  I was  amiiimg  myfelf  in  purfuing 

fome  fmall  birds,  I dheovered  a flight  of 

crows  and  vultures,  riiiijg  and  circling  in 

the  air,  and  making  a violent  noife. 

When  I had  arrived  nearly  under  them, 

I difeovered  the  remains  of  a bufhdo,  that 

had  been  devoured  by  a lion,  apparently 

about  twenty-four  hours  fmce.  From 
¥ 

the  afpecfl  of  the  field  of  battle,  I judged 
the  combat  to  have  been  terrible  ; the 
ground  was  beaten,  and  in  places  torn  .up; 

I could 
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I could  difcover  by  the  marks,  how  many 
times  the  buffalo  had  fallen  ; and  in 
places  lay  tufts  of  the  lion’s  hair,  which 
his  opponent  had  torn  off  with  his  feet  or 
horns. 

I was  not  far  from  the  river,  where  I 
difeovered  frefh  tracks  of  the  Hippopota- 
mus ; I followed  them,  and  difeovered 

where  they  had  regained  the  water. 

Though  very  attentive,  I could  hear  no 
noife  ; the  bufhes  and  reeds  prevented  my 
reaching  the  edge  of  the  river,  and  com- 
pleatly  hid  the  animals. 

It  was  near  dinner  time,  I was  fatigued 
and  falling  ; the  Crapaud  Volant  and 
other  birds  had  led  me  a good  diflance. — . 
I was  returning  to  my  camp  the  nearefl 
way,  confulting  the  fun  and  directing  my 
courfe  eaflward  ; when  I w'as  flartled  by 
a gun  that  was  fired  almofi;  clofe  to  me  ; 
as  it  was  totally  unexpected.  I knew  it 
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mull  proceed  from  fome  of  my  men,  and 
ran  to  the  fpot,  Avhere  I found  one  of  the 
worft  markfmen  wafting  my  powder.  He 
informed  me  he  had  been  watching  1 Hip- 
popotamus ever  fince  day-break  ; that  lie 
had  juft  ftred,  and  no  doubt  killed  it.  An 
aukward  hand  may  fometirnes  have  a for- 
tunate ftroke,  and  tliough  I knew  the 
animal  would  not  rife  under  a full  quarter 
of  an  hour,  I determined  to  wait,  fending 
the  Hottentot  for  part  of  my  men,  and 
fome  provifion.  After  an  hour  and  half’s 
impatient  waiting,  my  people  arrived  ; 
but  our  prey  had  not  yet  made  its  ap- 
pearance. The  îîottentot  afthred  me, 
that  after  he  had  fired  the  animal  plunged 
into  the  water,  and  that  he  had  remarked 
quâiitlties  of  blood  on  the  furface  ; he 
added,  as  the  currant  was  very  ftrong,  the 
Hippopotamus  might  have  been  carried 
along  with  the  ftreain,  which  Î thought 
pofiible  ; my  man  therefore  departed,  in 
hopes  of  meeting  it  lower  down  the  river, 

while 
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while  I returned  to  the  camp,  to  prepare 
my  birds. 

About  one  o’clock  we  had  a dreadful 
ilorm,  the  thunder  fell  feveral  times  in  the 
foreft  that  bordered  the  mountains.  One 
of  my  men  returned  with  a gazell  he  had 
fliot.  The  Hottentot  who  fired  at  the 
Hippopotamus  came  home  late,  without 
having  feen  any  more  of  it,  and  was 
obliged  to  meet  the  farcafms  of  my  Hot- 
tentot wits,  who  tried  to  perfuade  him  he 
had  fired  at  a Legouane  (a  kind  of  large 
lizard,  common  in  the  rivers  of  Africa.) 
Pleafan tries  at  length  gave  way  to  abufe, 
and  my  epigramifis  were  on  the  point  of 
concluding  by  a boxing  ^bout. — With  a 
word  I ended  the  difpute,  and  filenced  the 
orators. 

On  the  fourteenth  the  rain  fell  abun- 
dantly in  the  night,  and  extinguifiied  our 
fires,  fo  that  we  could  not  re-light  them. 
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I1ie  dogs  made  fuch  a perpetual  barking, 
that  it  was  impolhble  to  llecp  ; notwith^ 
handing  we  heard  no  wild  b.eahs.  I have 
before^obfervcd,  that  on  rainy  nights,  the 
lion,  tiger  and  hyæna  never  make  a noife, 
which  redoubles  the  danger  ; for  they 
continue  ranging,  and  fall  unawares  on 
their  prey.  What  added  to  the  fright, 
Dccafioned  by  a knowledge  of  this  circum- 
hance,  was,  that  the  dariip  prevented  the 
dogs  from  fcenting.  My  men  were  fo 
aware  of  the  danger,  that  when  the  rain 
had  extin guilhed  the  fires,  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  they  could  be  perfuaded 
to  try  to  light  them. 

It  mufi:  be  allowed,  that  ftofmy  nights 
in  the  African  defarts,  prefent  a powerful 
image  of  defolation  and  horror,  and  in- 
voluntarily firike  the  mind  with  terror. 
When  thefe  deluges  fall,  they  foon  over- 
flow and  run  through  tents,  mats,  and 
pyery  thing  i!i  their  pafiage  ^ the  repeated 
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Aallies  of  lightning,  giving  twenty  times 
ill  a minute  fearful  glances  of  flaming  light, 
inlhintly  contrafled  by  the  mofl  dreadful 
obfcurity.  The  continued  and  almofl 
deafening  claps  of  thunder  refounding  from 
all  parts,  and  meeting  with  horrible  crafh, 
echo  from  mountain  to  mountain,  mul- 
tiplying the  horrors  of  the  fcene.  The 
moans  of  domefHc  animals,  moments  of 
difmal  filence,  all  concur  to  render  thefe 
times  truly  dreadful.  T^he  danger  of 
attack  from  wild  beafls  adds  to  the 
general  panic,  which  only  the  return  of 
light,  and  fubliding  of  the  iform,  can  dif- 
pel. 


Day  broke,  but  it  was  gloomy,  and 
charged  with  clouds,  the  rain  falling  at 
intervals  ; I was  not  difpofed  to  go  out, 
but  employed  myfelf  in  taking  a review 
of  my  birds,  and  recently-prepared  col- 
lection. I had  enough  to  fill  a cheft, 
wliich  I did  with  great  care,  caulking  and 

lining 
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lining  it  in  my  iifual  manner,  to  prevent 
the  intrufion  of  infeâis.  On  a general 
recapitulation  of  thofe  I now  polfefied, 
and  thofe  I had  fent  from  the  country  of 
Auteniquas,  I found  the  number  amounted 
to  about  feven  hundred. 

Towards  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
the  Iky  cleared,  which  revived  our  faint- 
ing courage,  and  we  returned  to  our  ac- 
cuftomed  excrcifes.  I fometimes  made 
my  Hottentots  flioot  at  a mark,  this 
always  gave  them  great  plealure,  which 
I frequently  indulged,  as  by  thefe  means 
they  greatly  improved,  and  I had  remark- 
ed from  the  beginning,  that  their  courage 
augmented  witli  their  ikill  ; while  they 
received  as  a favor,  what  I granted  m a 
political  view,  for  the  fafety  of  my  ca- 
ravan. 


The  prize  was  ufually  a portion  of  to- 
bacco ; a bottle  lluck  againft  a rock  ferved 

for 
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for  a mark,  and  the  conditions  required  to 
brèak  it  at  a diftance  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet.  It  was  one  named  Pit  who  fuc- 
ceeded  this  time,  on  the  fifty-fourth  fliot. 
I gave  him  the  prize,  which  he  generoufly 
fhared  with  his  companions.  The  balls 
were  not  loft  by  this  amufement,  as  we 
ever  found  them  near  the  foot  of  the 
rock. 


The  fetting  fun  feemed  to  promife  a fine 
morning,  I determined  therefore  to  hunt 
the  Hippopotamus,  and  for  that  purpofe 
fent  feveral  of  my  men  to  the  banks  of 
the  river,  to  obferve  if  they  could  difeover 
any.  We  cleaned  all  our  fire-arms,  and 
caft  large  balls,  in  which  (according  to  the 
African  cuftom)  I put  an  eighth  part  of 
pewter  ; the  balls  by  this  means  pene- 
trate farther,  as  they  do  not  flatten  againft 
the  bones. 


After 
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Aûer  the  evening  fires  were  kindlecî 
(a  tafk  which  was  not  eafily  accoin- 
plhiied,  as  the  ground  was  damp,  and  the 
v/ood  wet.)  I regaled  my  men  with  tea, 
and  I am  certain,  that  over  one  ounce 
they  poured  at  leaft  fifty  pints  of  boiling 
water. 

The  evenino:  was  one  of  the  mofi; 
amufing  we  had  yet  paft  ; ever  fome  joke, 
pun,  or  pleafant  tale,  from  thefe  good 
folks,  who  feated  round  the  fire,  endea- 
voured to  amufe  me,  and  fix  my  atten- 
tion, by  giving  proofs  of  attachment  and 
cordiality. 

Above  all,  the  queftion  was,  who  (hould 

ihew  the  mofi:  prowefs  the  next  day,  in 

chace  of  the  Hippopotamus  ; all  wiflicd 

to  be  there,  and  this  made  it  difiicult  to 

fettle  the  party  to  the  general  fatisfadfion. 

I wilhed  fome  of  my  men  to  difiribute 

thcnifelvcs  about  the  country,  to  ihoot 

^ * 
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gazells,  on  which  I built  more  for  pro- 
Vilion  than  on  the  Hippopotainufes,  parti- 
cularlyas  the  edge  of  the  river  w^as  fo  cover- 
ed with  reeds,  buihes  and  trees,  that  it  was 
dithcLilt  to  find  them. 

As  night  advanced  I was  furprized  the 
men  I fent  on  difeovery  were  not  returned; 
I ordered  three  guns  to  be  fired  ; near 
half  an  hour  palfed  without  any  anfwer, 
when  at  intervals  of  four  or  five  minutes, 
we  dilfinguiflied  three  reports,  which 
made  us  judge  they  were  pointed  at  an 
Hippopotamus.  In  a quarter  of  an  hour 
we  heard  three  m^ore  difeharges  ; but  the 
found  did  not  appear  fo  diflant  as  before. 
From  time  to  time  the  firing  continued, 
each  report  founding  nearer,  which  per- 
fuaded  us  the  unhappy  men  were  flying 
from  fome  wild  beaft.  I ufed  my  utmofl: 
fpeed  to  join  them,  diredled  by  the  guns  ; 
at  length  they  appeared,  alarmed  and 
trembling,  but  had  feen  notliing  ; though 

from 
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from  the  iineafinefs  of  the  two  dogs  thêy 
had  with  them,  they  were  convinced  fome 
lions  pnrfiied  their  heps.  The  dogs,  as  ] 
we  afterwards  found  had  not  deceived  j 

tliem.  i 

1 

The  Hottentots  informed  me  they  had  ] 

heard  the  grunting  of  an  Hippopotamus, 
rather  above  the  fpot,  where  they  had  laid 
wait;  this  information  pleafed  me,  but 
we  w'anted  reh,  and  returned  to  the  camp. 

About  half  paft  eleven,  the  roaring  of  a 
lion,  at  a very  fmall  diftance,  ftruck  my 
ear,  which  was  immediately  anfwered  by 
another  of  the  fame  fpecies,  but  confider- 
ably  further  off;  but  this  laft  joined  the 

I 

other  in  a quarter  of  an  hour,  and  together 
they  kept  ranging  round  the  camp.  We 
were  foon  prepared  for  them,  and  making 
a general  difeharge  of  our  pieces,  intimi- 
dated, and  forced  the  animals  to  fly.  1 
had  no  doubt  they  were  the  fame  that  had 

followed 
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followed  my  men  the  night  before,  who 
certainly  owed  their  fafety  to  the  informa- 
tion given  by  the  dogs. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  exprefs  how 
very  fearful  the  boldelf  dog  is  of  a Lion, 
and  it  is  eafy  during  the  night,  to  difcover 
by  his  countenance,  v/hat  fpecies  of  wild 
beaft  is  near.  If  a Inon,  the  dog,  'with- 
out ftirring,  begins  to  howl  fearfully,  and 
experiencing  the  greateft  unealinefs,  creeps 
towards  the  human  fpecies,  and  careffing 
him,  feems  to  demand  protedlion..  The 
other  domeüic  animals  are  not  lefs  agi- 
tated, all  rifing,  none  attempting  to  deep. 
The  oxen  lowing  in  an  under  melancholy 
tone  j Horfes  paw  and  fuffer  great  agita^- 
tion  ; the  Goats,  likewife,  ihew  their 
alarm,  and  the^ffieep  prelTed  one  againih 

another,  form  an  immovable  mafs  - Man 

alone,  proud  and  fanguine,  feizes  his  wea- 
pon, and  palpitating  w*th  impatience,  fighs 
to  meet  his  vidim. 


On 
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On  thefe  occafions,  the  alarm  of  Kccs 
was  very  llriking  ; fearful  of  our  guns  as 
of  the  approach  of  the  Lion,  the  finalleft 
movement  made  him  tremble } moaning 
as  if  fick,  he  kept  clofe  by  my  fide,  drag- 
ging after  me,  as  though  overpowered  with 
deadly  weaknefs.  The  Cock  alone  ap- 
peared aftoniflied  at  the  common  agitation, 
a Spar-Hawk  would  have  thrown  him 
into  confternation,  and  he  dreaded  the 
fmell  of  a Pole -Cat  more  than  all  the 
Lions  of  Africa.  Thus  it  is,  that  each 
has  a dreaded  enemy,  man  only,  dares  all, 
fears  none,  except  his  own  fpecies. 

We  fometimes  fee  wild  animals  of  the 
fame  kind  fighting,  but  love  is  the  only 
paflion  that  difunites  them,  and  provokes 
their  momentary  quarrels,  which  are  pre- 
fen tly  fucceeded  by  peace.  Among  do- 
meflic  animals,  hatred  is  more  durable  ; is 
this  an  efied;  of  tuition  or  example? 
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I milft  return  to  the  different  ways  bjr 
which  danger  is  announced,  and  may  v/ith- 
out  vanity  affirm,  that  no  one  ean  more 
truly  delineate  them,  as  all  the  compila- 
tions of  fpeciilative  eloquence  can  ne^T'er 
equal  obfervations,  fo  often  repeated  on 

that  extenfive  theatre,  the  deferts  of  Africa, 

/ 

If  an  Hyæna  approaches,  the  dog  will 
purfue  it  within  a certain  diftance,  without 
any  particular  fymptoms  of  fear.  The 
Ox  continues  laying  on  the  earth  without 
alarm,  except  it  is  a young  beaft,  that  has 
never  before  heard  that  dangerous  animal; 
the  Horfe  remains  without  any  apparent 
fear.  If  Jackals  (a  kind  of  Foxes)  come 
near,  the  dogs  purfue  them  wdth  eager- 
nefs  to  a 'prodigious  diftance,  unlefs  they 
fcent  Lions  or  Hyænas  by  the  way,  in 
which  cafe  they  return  as  quick  as  poffible^ 

The  Hottentots  pretend  that  the  Jackal 
is  the  fpy  of  other  beafts,  that  he  comes 
VOL.  I.  D d , to 
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to  excite  and  provoke  the  dogs  to  follow 
him,  that  the  Lion  or  Hyaena  may  have  the 
better  opportunity  to  fcize  on  their  prey, 
which  they  diare  amicably  with  him,  in 
recompenfe  for  the  fervice  performed. 

What  I have  feen  mav  in  fome  meafure 
lead  to  this  alfertion,  which  is  mod;  likely 
- exaggerated  j it  is  certain  that  as  foon  as 
the  Jackals  begin  their  concert,  the  Lion 
or  Hyaena  is  to  be  expected;  thefc,  how- 
ever, will  not  fhew  themfelves  unlefs  the 
dogs  are  engaged.  We  ever  kept  two  tied 
up,  to  bark  in  the  abfence  of  the  reft,  and 
prevent  the  approach  of  the  Hyæna,  who- 
[fears  fire  lefs  than  the  Lion. 


CHAP. 
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Kills  a hippopotamus  — account  of  that 

ANIMAL— -A  VULGAR  ERROR  CONTRADICTED 
RESPECTING  THE  EAGLE. 


ON  the  morrow,  which  was  the  fif- 
teenth, we  were  all  on  foot  at  day 
break,  I fent  three  men  to  hunt  for  Buf- 
faloes, Gazells,  Gnous,  and  Coudous  ; - 
then  took  four  of  my  heft  markfmen  w'th 
three  Hottentots  to  carry  my  large  car- 
bine, ammunition,  and  fome  dried  provi- 
hons,  in  cafe  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  pafs 

D d 2 the 
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the  day  in  the  iiald,  and  leaving  the  reil: 
of  my  people  with  Svvanepoel  to  take  care 
of  the  camp,  we  departed 

In  coafting  the  river,  we  approached  the 
banks  as  near  as  poflible,  keeping  a pro- 
found filence.  We  walked  three  hours  in 
this  manner,  without  making  any  difco- 
very,  but  at  length  faw  the  foot  marks  of 
a Hippopotamus,  and  followed  the  track  for 
an  hour  and  half,  which  conducted  us  to 
the  fpot  from  whence  it  took  to  the  water. 
On  our  feparating  to  watch  along  the 
banks,  the  man  who  was  farthefl  off  fired 
his  piece,  but  his  fliot  did  not  take  effedt. 

We  did  not  wait  long  before  it  rofe 
again  to  breathe,  with  the  head  intirely 
out  of  the  water  ; the  animal  having  now 
gained  the  oppofite  fliore  of  the  river, 
which  was  very  wide,  two  of  my  people 
fwam  over,  in  hopes  to  oblige  it  at  leafl  to 
keep  the  middle,  if  they  could  not  get  it 

nearer  ; 
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nearer  ; thus  far  the  fcheme  anfwered,  but 
the  Hippopotamus  fliewed  fo  much  diftruft, 
hardly  putting  its-  nofe  out  of  the  water, 
and  changing  its  iituation  every  moment, 
never  coming  up  in  the  fame  place,  and 
replunging  fo  fuddenly,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  take  any  certain  aim,  having  already 
fired  thirty  times  without  effedl.- 

The  Hottentots  that  palled  the  river 
had  no  guns,  the  cunning  animal  remarked 
the  fire  did  not  come  from  that  fide,  and 
therefore  kept  pretty  near  the  fliore. 

I now  ordered  Pit  (the  man  who  won 
the  laft  prize)  to  pafs  the  river  out  of 
fight  of  the  Hippopotamus,  and  join  his 
companions,  but  not  to  fire  without  being 
fure  of  his  mark  ; and  he  executed  thefe 
orders  very  punélually. 

The  animal  thinking  itfelf  fafe  on  the 
oppofite  fide,  fliewed  little  diflrufl,  lifting 

D d 3 its 
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its  head  fometimes  entirely  out  of  the 
water.  Pit  watched  his  opportunity  fo 
well  on  this  occafion,  and  directed  his  diot 
with  fuch  precifion,  that  I made  no  doubt 
hut  the  animal  was  feverely  wounded,  by 
its  rearing  the  major  part  of  its  body  out 
of  the  water,  and  ilruggling  violently.  I 
immediately  lodged  a ball  in  the  breall:,  on 
which  it  difappeared  for  twenty  minutes, 
after  which  we  perceived  it  dead,  and 
driving  with  the  current  ; fome  of  my  peo- 
ple now  plunged  into  the  river  and  con- 
dudlsd  it  to  fliore, 

• 

I ihall  not  attempt  to  paint  the  general 
joy,  on  feeing  this  monflrous  animal  in  our 
poffeffion,  but  our  motives  were  very  dif- 
ferent ^ gluttony  prefented  it  to  my  people 
as  a dainty,  on  which  they  were  foon  to 
gorge  ; while  curiofity  offered  It  to  me  as 
an  intereding  objcdl  of  Natural  Hiftory, 
and  which  I yet  knew  only  from  books  and 
engravings. 


The 
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The  legs  of  the  Hippopotamus  are  fhort 
in  proportion  to  its  fizp,  which  was  an 
advantage  to  us,  as  we  could  roll  it  on  the 
ground  like  a German- tun,  being  equally  ' 
round.  I could  not  for  a long  time  help 
admiring  and  examining  this  enormous 
bead:  ; it  was  a female  ; the  ball  from  Pit 
had  taken  place  above  the  left  eye,  and 
ftuck  in  the  jaw  ; I much  doubt  whether 
that  wound  would  have  been  mortal.  My 
diot  had  entered  the  fiiouider,  perforated 

the  lungs,  and  .broke  a rib. 

✓ 

This  animal  meafurcd,  from  the  tip  of 
the  nofe  to  the  taih  ten  feet  feven  inches, 
and  eight  feet  eleven  inches  in  circumfe- 
rence, its  bent  tulks  were  more  than  five 
inches  long,  and  one  in  diameter  in  the 
thickefi:  part,  which  made  me  conjedlure  it 
was  young  ; in  the  flomach  were  leaves  and 
reeds  grofsly  chewed,  likewife  fmall  bran- 
ches of  the  fize  of  a goofe-quill,  which  ap- 
peared only  a little  flattened,  and  I have 
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remarked  that  large  animals,  fuch  as  the 
Elephant  and  Rhinoceros  maflicate  their 
food  very  little. 

All  engravings  of  the  Hippopotamus  are 
very  imperfed:,the  beh;  I know  of,  is  (with- 
out contradiction)  that  of  Mr.  Allaman, 
Profeftbr  of  Phyfic,  at  Leyden,  which  wasr 
engraved  from  drawings  he  received  from 
Mr.  Gordon.  In  my  defcription  of  ani- 
mals I lhall  have  one  copied  that  I drew 
mylelf,  and  which  I hope  will  fatisfy  the 

naturalift. 

( 

I fent  a Hottentot  to  the  camp,  with 
orders  to  bring  the  next  morning  two  fets 
of  oxen,  to  carry  home  our  prize,  and  as  it* 
was  late,  we  chofe  a large  tree,  under 
which  we  determined  to  pafs  the  night. 
It  was  near  the  river,  and  within  light  of 
the  animal,  which  we  durft  not  quit  for 
fear  of  its  being  vilited  by  carnivorous 
beu/ls;  we  were  furrounded  by  trees,  which 

rendered 
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rendered  our  fitiiation  critjpal,  as  wc  might 
have  been  furprifed;  but  by  lighting  large 
fires,  and  at  ftated  intervals  difcharging  our 
pieces,  we  palled  the  night  in  fafety, 
though  it  was  not  polTible  to  deep  for 
gnats,  who,  attracted  by  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  water,  and  the  coolnefs  of  the  fpot 
we  had  chofen,  fwarmed  round  us  by  mi- 
riads  ; one  of  my  men  who  fleptj  had  his 
face  fo  much  llung  and  fwelled  that  he 
was  hardly  to  be  known. 

I took  care  to  have  a foot  of  the  Hippo- 
potamus prepared  in  the  fame  manner  as 
tliat  of  the  firlf  Elephant  I had  killed,  five 
months  before,  in  my  way  to  Ange-Kloof. 

The  foot  (which  had  been  drelfing  all 
night)  was  ferved  up  for  my  breakfaft,  and 
I thought  it  fuperior  to  the  Elephant’s, 
never  having  eat  any  thing  with  greater 
fatisfadtion. 


Though 
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Though  the  hj^ippopotamus  is  extremely 
fat,  it  is  not  of  fo  dilgufting  a quality , as 
that  of  other  animals  ; my  people  melted 
and  fipped  it  by  porringers  full,  like  broth; 
they  likewife  anointed  themfelves  in  fuch 
a manner,  that  they  appeared  as  if  varnifhed 
all  over  ; their  excefs  in  eating  and  greaf- 
ing  having  made  their  fkins  tighten  and 
Ihine  to  a degree  which  proved  they  had  * 
not  been  very  frugal  in  the  ufe  of  it. 

I had  forgot  to  fend  for  a horfe,  but  Swa- 
nepoel  thought  for  me  ; the  heat  was  ex- 
treme, and  we  were  fix  good  leagues  from 
the  camp.  I ordered  the  Hippopotamus  to 
be  faflened  to  a chain,  to  which  we  har- 
nalled  twelve  oxen.  While  we  continued 
our  w^ay  by  the  river  fide,  they  experienced 
great  difficulty  and  fatigue  from  the  rough- 
nefs  of  the  road,  and  from  trees  that  per- 
petually intercepted  bur  pallage,but  as  foon 
as  we  reached  the  plain,  which  was  co- 
vered witli  high  grafs,  I caufed  the  oxen 

to 
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to  be  changed,  and  feeing  the  fécond  fet 
went  on  well,  mounted  my  horfe  and  made 
the  heft  of  my  way  to  the  camp.  Gager, 
my  favorite  dog,  who  never  quitted  me  in 
all  my  parties,  was  tliis  time  obliged  to  lag 
behind  with  the  Hottentots,  who  arrived 
about  five  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

The  three  Hottentots  I had  fent  in 
fearch  of  game,  alfo  returned  fortunate, 
Jiaving  killed  two  Gnous  and  three  Gazells, 
which  abundantly  fupplied  us  with  provi- 
fions  ; but  the  excefiive  heat,  and  dragging 
the  Hippopotamus  on  the  ground,  had 
bruifed  it  fo  much,  that  fome  of  the  befi: 
part  began  to  fpoil,  which  obliged  us  to 
pafs  the  night  in  cutting  up  and  faking  a 
part  of  it,  which  we  put  in  the  {kins  of 
the  Gnous  my  men  had  killed,  referving 
the  befi;  pieces  to  pack  in  a brandy  barrel, 
having  firft  fccured  the  liquor  in  pitchers. 
My  men  did  not  let  flip  this  opportunity 
to  get  very  drunk. 


The 


412 


TRAVELS  EN  AFRICA. 


The  following  night  our  two  lions  re- 
turned, accompanied  by  feveral  hyænas 
and  jackals.  One  of  the  hyænas  was 
bold  enough  to  pafs  our  fires,  and  approach 
us  3 on  which  a Hottentot  fired,  but 
miffed  her.  The  jackals  too  came  into 
our  camp  ; and  had  it  not  been  for  our 
dogs,  we  muft  have  fhared  our  provifions 
w'ith  them. 

The  next  day  my  men  employed  them- 
felves  in  cutting  the  fkin  off  the  Hippo- 
potamus, to  make  what,  in  this  country, 
the  call  ChanboCy  which  are  whips,  ufed 
to  drive  the  oxen.  They  are  like  thofe 
ufed  in  Europe,  but  much  larger  and 
longer.  The  fkin,  which  in  fome  parts 
is  two  inches  thick,  is  cut  into  proper 
lengths,  of  two  inches  wide,  which  ren- 
ders it  an  exad:  fquare  3 they  make  each 
piece  about  fix  feet  long,  tie  a weight  to 
one  end,  hang  it  up  to  dry,  and  afterwards 
beat  and  round  it  with  a mallet,  making  it 

gradually 
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gradually  fmaller  towards  one  end.  They 

torm  lefs  ones  for  horfes,  which  have  the 

peculiar  advantage  over  thofe  of  Europe 

of  never  breaking,  efpecially  if  fometimes 

rubbed  with  a little  oil. 

\ 

They  make  the  fame  ufe  of  thefkins-of 
the  Rhinoceros  ; thefe  indeed  are  pre- 
fered  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape,  for 
though  not  fo  flrong,  they  receive  a finer 
polifii,  being  almofi:  as  tranfparent  as  horn  ; 
but  the  Colonifts,  prefering  utility  to 
beauty,  ever  ufe  the  former.  Thefe  whips 
are  dear,  as  neither  of  the  animals  from 
which  they  are  made,  are  now  to  be  pro- 
cured in  the  Colonies  ; and,  frequently, 
thofe  who  go  further  in  fearch  of  them, 
are  difappointed,  by  not  meeting  with 
any. 

The  fidn  of  thefe  animals  is  not  fit  for 
any  other  ufe  ; it  is  much  like  that  of  the 
hog,  except  in  thicknefs  j indeed  the 

, 'Hippo- 
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Hippopotamus,  in  fome  meafure,  refembîeâ^^ 
' that  animal  ; there  is  little  difference  in  the 
^ fat,  and  if  it  could  be  faked  with  requi- 
lite  precaution,  it  would  be  prefered  ; 
efpecially  as  it  is  reckoned  extremely  falu- 
tary.  At  the  Cape,  for  inkance,  the  fat 
is  thought  fo  wholefome,  that  they  affirm, 
if  it  is  taken  in  regular  portions,  it  will 
radically  cure  all  diforders  of  the  breaft. 
I kept  fome  by  me  that  was  not  thicker 
than  the  oil  of  olives  in  the  coldeft  wea- 
ther. 

The  tufks  of  the  Hippopotamus  are  of  a 
fuperior  quality  to  ivory  ; the  latter  grow- 
ing yellow  by  time,  while  the  former  pre- 
ferves  its  original  purity  and  whitenefs  ; no 
wonder  therefore,  that  the  Europeans 
make  them  fo  great  an  objedt  of  traffic, 
particularly  the  French,  as  by  the  aid  of 
art  they  fupplant  nature,  and  figure  ad- 
mirably in  the  mouth  of  a pretty  woman. 


My 
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My  Hottentots  reckoned  on  a fécond 
hunt  of  the  Hippopotamus,  their  feafting  on 
the  firlt  being  yet  fredi  in  their  memories; 
but  I found  we  had  provilion  enough, 
and  that  our  time  might  be  more  ufefully 
employed,  or  at  lead,  that  we  might  vary 
our  occupations,  and  therefore  deter- 
mined to  try  filhing. 

With  fome  difficulty  I found  a place  on 
the  river  proper  for  my  net  ; our  fuccefs 
was  not  great,  we  only  caught  about  twenty 
fifh,  of  two  or  three  kinds,  the  longed  of 
which  was  not  above  dx  inches  ; but  fried 
in  the  fat  of  the  Hippopotamus  they  werc- 
cxcellent.- 

This  fidiing  was  not  confiderable  enough 
to  intered  us,  particularly  as  the  approach 
to  the  river  was  rather  difficult  and  dif- 
agreeable,  we  therefore  drew  out  our  net. 
While  they  were  foldingit,a  birdapproach- 

' ed 
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cd  us  without  any  fign  of  fear,  uttering  ^ 
fhrill  cry. 

My  men  faid  it  was  a bird  that  difcovers 
honey,  and  I obferved  it  bore  a great  ana- 
logy to  one,  known  to  ornithologifts, 
by  the  name  of  the  Coucou  Indicateur  (In- 
dicative Cuckoo  j)  but  this  was  much 
larger  than  the  bird  already  known  to  me. 
The  Hottentots  are  very  fond  of  it,  on 
account  of  the  fervice  it  renders  them, 
they  therefore  begged  me  to  fpare  its  life  ; 
but  as  it  was  of  a new  fpecies,  which  I 
wiilied  to  join  to  my  collection,  I could 
not  relifh  the  inclination  of  fhooting  it. 

I 

I found  it  was  of  the  fpecies  of  Indi- 
cative Cuckoos  already  known,  but  larger, 
with  fome  difference  in  the  plumage.— 
Some  time  after  I killed  three  birds  of  this 
kind,  who  differed  from  each  other,  though 
of  the  fame  fpecies. 


They 
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They  are  well  known  to  the  natives  of 
Africa,  who  hold  them  in  great  refpedj  they 
live  entirely  on  honey  and  wax,  which  they 
involuntarily  difcover.  The  naturalifts  place 
this  bird  (though  I know  not  why)  among 
the  ‘ cuckoos,  which  it  only  refembles  in 
the  formation  of  its  feet  ; being  quite  dif-  ' 
ferent  in  every  other  refpcd;, 

t 

I perhaps  may  run  the  riik  of  being 
cenfured  by  polTeflbrs  of  fcientific  cabi- 
nets; but  I cannot  avoid  faying,  that  large 
volumes  are  nothing  compared  with  the 
great  book  of  nature  ; and  though  an 
error  may  have  been  ilrengthened  by  a 
hundred  eloquent  pens,  it  is,  notwith- 
Handing,  yet  an  error. 

; 

This  bird  has  no  more  limilarity  to  the 
cuckoo  than  the  wood-pecker,  barbusy 
paroquet,  and  a number  of  others,  whofe 
feet  are  alike.  If  it  muft  be  ranged  in  a 

p e known 
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known-  clafs,  it  appertains  more  to  the 
barbus,  which  it  moll:  refembles. 

In  the  ftomach  of  tliis  bird  I found  no- 
thing but  wax,  and  fome  honey,  not  the 
leafl  appearance  of  any  infedts.  The  ikin 
is  thick,  and  of  fo  clofe  a texture,  that 
even  when  frefli,  it  can  hardly  be  pierced 
with  a pin  ; which  I conhder  as  one  of 
nature’s  admirable  precautions,  for  having 
deftined  this  bird  to  difpute  its  fubfiflcnce 
with  the  mofl  ingenious  of  infe6ts,  fhe  has 
alfo  afforded  a covering  which  the  fling 
cannot  penetrate. 

It  builds  its  nefl  in  the  hollows  of  trees, 
climbing  like  the  wood-pecker,  and  fits 
upon  its  own  eggs  ; this  little  account  of 
its  manners  is  futlicient  to  feparate  it  to- 
tally from  the  cuckoo,  and  diflinguifli  it 
as  a different  kind. 
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My  Hottentot  lOaas,  in  returning  from 
hunting,  brought  an  eagle  which  he  had 
killed,  it  was  of  a fpecies  unknown  to 
me,  and  undefcribed  by  any  author  ; I.  re- 
compenced  him,  and  gave  him  likewife  a 
double  quantity  of  tobacco  ; not  that  I 
was  more  generous  to  Klaas  on  this  occa- 
lion  than  I fliould  have  been  to  another, 
though  I prefered  him  to  the  reft,  but  I 
whhed  to  excite,  in  my  people,  a delire  of 
making  difcoveries. 

This  bird  was  extremely  black,  and 
feemed  to  refemble  the  vulture  as  much 
as  the  eagle,  though  different  in  fome  in- 
ftances.  Hunger  changes  the  eagle  into 
a vulture,  that  is  to  fay,  when  diftreffed  for 
food  it  will  feed  on  putrified  carrion.  It  is  a 
vulgar  error,  that  this  bird  only  fubfifts 
by  preying  on  others  j for  when  I caufed 
the  oftal  of  animals  we  had  killed  to  be 
fpread  about,  to  attract  carnivorous  birds, 
E e 2 eagles, 
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eagles,  as  well  as  others,  profited  by  the 
carnage. 

I here  alk  pardon  of  the  ancient  and 
modern  poets,  for  thus  degrading  the  na- 
ture of  this  noble  king  of  birds  ; for  I 
muft  call  it  degrading,  to  fee  this  favorite 
bird  of  Jove  feeding  on  the  fcattered  re- 
mains of  infedted  carrion. 


CHAP.  ^ 
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CHAP.  XXlh 


Visit  of  the  gonaquais — are  entertained 

BY  THE  AUTHOR — MEETS  WITH  NARINA— * 
DEPARTURE  OF  THE  HOORD; 


O 


N the  eighteenth  we  pafTed  great 
part  of  the  night  in  firing  oiir  pieces,' 


' to  drive  away  the  lions,  who  continued  to 
vifit  us,  as  did  alfo  the  voracious  hyæ'nas, 
which  prevented  my  fleeping  ’till  Very 
latei  When  I awoke  in  the  morning  I was 
much  furpfifed  to  find  myfelf  fiirrounded  by 
twenty  Goilaquias,  But  this  vifit  deferves 
the  mofi:  ample  defcription,  from  which 

E e the 
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the  reader  may  form  a better  judgment  of 
thefe  favages,  than  by  all  the  laboured  dif- 
courfes  of  philofophy. 

The  chief  approached  firfl,  to  make  his 
compliments  ; the  women  followed,  de- 
corated to  the  utmoft,  fre£h  greafed,,  and 
powdered  with  Bougheu  (or  Bucku  ;)  this 
is  a red  dull,  made  from  a root  of  that 
name,  with  which  they  powder  their  flcins 
after  being  greafed,  and  which  is  tolerably 
agreeable  ; in  addition  to  this,  their  faces 
were  all  painted  in  a hundred  different 
forms.  Each  made  me  a prefent  — one 
gave  me  oftriches  eggs,  another  a young 
lamb,  others  offered  me  milk  in  bafkets, 

a circumftance  that  aflonifhed  me. 

“ What!”  exclaimed  I,  ‘‘milk  in  bafkets!” 
I rëcolledled  at  that  moment  the  difgufl- 
ing  copper  veflels,  which  fome  time  fince 
were  ufed  for  milk  in  Paris,  ’till  they  were 
forbid  by  the  wifdom  of  the  police  j and 
in  comparing  them  with  thofe  of  the  Go- 

r ' naquais. 
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naquais,  I could  not  help  reflecting,  how 
often  a powerful  city,  with  all  its  arts, 
palaces  and  great  men,  is  diftanced  by  the 
Ample  productions  of  thofe  it  may  de- 
fpife. 

Thefe  baflcets  are  very  pretty,  and  fa- 
bricated with  reeds,  fo  clofely  interwoven, 
that  they  will  hold  water,  and  were  after- 
wards of  much  fervice  to  me  for  that  ufe  ; 
the  Gonaquai  chief  informed  'me  they  were- 
made  by  the  Caflfrees,  from  whom  they 
had  procured  them. 

i 

The  chief,  who  was  named  Haabas, 
prefented  me  with  a fine  plume  ofoftrich' 
feathers  ; and  to  Ihew  how  much  I ho  - 
" noured  his  prefent,  I took  out  thofe  that 
were  in  my  hat,  and  put  his  in  the  place. 
Satisfaction  now  marked  the  features  of  the’ 
good  old  man,  and  his  words  and  geftures 
plainly  evinced  how  much  he  was  pleafed 
with  the  compliment. 

E e 4 It 
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It  was  now  time  to  fliew  I was  neither 
unmindhil  nor  ungrateful  for  thefe  favors  ; 

I therefore  began,  by  prefen  ting  him  with 
feveral  pounds  of  tobacco  ; this  procured 
me,  at  a fmall  expence,  a fcene  of  the* 
moft  interefting  nature.  Haabas,  by  a 
hgn,  affembled  all  his  people,  who  forming 
a circle,  fquatted  down  on  the  ground  ; 
and  I faw,  with  infinite  fatisfadtion,  the 
chief  diftribute  the  tobacco  among  them, 
referving  only  an  equal  portion  for  him- 
felf. 

The  fpirit  of  equity  which  fho^'  fo 
brightly  in  this  good  man,  excited  my  ad- 
miration j-and  I added  to  my  former  pre- 
fent  (for  his  own  ufe)  a knife,  a fteel,  a 
box  of  tinder,  and  a necklace  of  large  glafs 
beads.  To  the  women  I gave  necklaces,  - 
and  brafs  wire  for  bracelets. 

In  the  Tnidft  of  thefe  reciprocal  offerings 
of  friend  fhip,  I remarked  a young  girl  of 

about 
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about  lixteen,  who  (hewed  lefs  eagernefs 
to  partake  of  the  ornaments  I beftowed  on 
her  companions,  than  to  confider  my  per- 
fon  ; flic  examined  me  with  fuch  marked 
attention,  that  I drew  near,  to  fatisfy  her 
curiohty.  Her  figure  was  charming,  her 
teeth  beautifully  white,  her  height  and 
fhape,  elegant  and  eafy,  and  might  have 
ferved  as  a model  for  the  pencil  of  Albane; 
in  fhort,  (he  was  the  youngeft  filler  of  the 
graces,  under  the  figure  of  a female  Hot-* 
tentot. 

The  force  of  beauty  is  univerfal,  ’tis  a 
foveceign  whofe  pov/ef'is  unlimited.  I felt 
by  the  prodigality  of  my  prefents,  that  I 
paid  fome  deference  to  its  power.  The 
young  favage  and  myfelf  were  fooi\  ac- 
quainted. I gave  her  a girdle,  bracelets, 
and  a necklace  of  fmail  white  beads,  which 
appeared  to  delight  her  ; I then  took  a red 
handkerchief  from  my  neck,  with  which 
(he  bound  her  head,  in  this  drefs  fhe  was 

charming;. 
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charming!  I took  pleafure  in  decorating 
her,  which  finished,  fhe  aflced  me  for  or- 
naments for  her  fifter,  who  had  remained 
at  home  ; fhe  pointed  out  to  me  her  mo- 
ther, told  me  die  had  no  father.  Nothing 
could  equal  the  pleafure  I took  in  feeing 
her,  except  it  was  in  hearing  her  fpeak, 
for  I was  fo  charmed  with  her  anfwers, 
that  I fatigued  her  with  interrogations.  I 
afked  her  to  day  with  me,  making  her  all 
forts  of  promifes^  but  when  I fpoke  of 
carrying  her  to  my  country,  where  women 
I told  her,  were  all  queens,  commanding 
Hoords  of  Haves  j die  rejedted  my  propo- 
fal,  and  even  gave  marks  of  impatience  and 
ill-humour.  A monarch  could  not  have 
prevailed  on  her  to  quit  her  Hoord  and 
family,  the  bare  idea  infpired  her  with  me- 
lancholy, to  banidi  which,  I change'd  the 
fybjedl,  and  defired  her  to  bring  her  fifler, 
which  die  promifcd  to  do.  Then  fixing 
her  eyes  on  a chair,  diewed  me  a knife  that 
laid  there  : I prefented  her  with  it  ; this 
die  carried  to  her  mother. 


I 
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She  was  fully  employed  with  her  new 
decorations  j examining  her  arms,  feet, 
necklace  and  girdle,  twenty  times  feeling 
her  head,  and  adjufting  her  handkerchief, 
with  which  Ihe  appeared  much  pleafed. 
I fet  my  glafs  before  her,  fhe  viewed  herfelf 
very  attentively,  and  even  with  compla- 
cency, fliewing  by  her  gelfures  how  much 
fhe  was  fatisfjed,  not  particularly  with  her 
perfon,  but  her  ornaments. 

On  her  departure  from  the  Hoord  in  the 
morning,  to  vifit  me,  her  cheeks  had  been 
rubbed  with  greafe  and  foot  ; I made  her 
wafh  it  off,  but  could  never  perfuade  her 
that  thefe  decorations  diminhhed  rather 
than  increafed  her  beauty,  and  whatever 
Ikill  I ufed  in  my  perfuafions,  ihe  ffill  re- 
mained as  obftinately  attached  to  her  filthy 
greafe,  as, in  our  climates,  the  ladies  are  to 
rouge  and  pafies;  which  though  not  lefs 
difgwfting  arc  more  pernicious. 


My 
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My  charming  pupil  delired  me  to  give 
her  my  looking-gl^fs,  I confented  ; fhe 
made  good  ufe  of  the  empire  her  gentle- 
nefs  had  acquired,  to  afk  for  all  that  gave 
her  pleafure,  notwithftandipg  I was  obliged 
to  deny  her  feveral  things  that  were  par- 
ticularly ufeful  to  me,  and  might  have 
been  dangerous  to  her.  My  knee  buckles 
had  tempted  her — the  moft  fparkling  gems 
were  not  fo  brilliant  as  her  expreffive  eyes. 
Î ihould  have  been  delighted  to  have  given 
them*  How  much  did  I wi£h  at  that  mo- 
ment for  the  moft  miferable  faftenings  to 
fiipply  this  ufelefs  luxury  ! unhappily  they 
were  the  only  pair  I poffe/Ted — I made  her 
comprehend  that  the  buckles  were  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  me,  from  which  mo- 
ment fhe  never  named  them. 

I found  her  name  difficult  to  pronounce^ 
difigreeable  to  the  ear,  and  inapplicable  to 
my  ideas,  I therefore  re-named  her  Narlna^ 
which  in  the  Hottentot  language  lignifies 
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^ flower,  defiring  her  to  retain  this  name 
for  my  fake.  She  promifed  to  keep  it  as 
long  as  fhe  lived,  in  remembrance  of  me, 
and  in  teilimony  of  her  love  ; a fentiment 
that  was  no  longer  a flranger  to  her  heart; 
this  was  truly  painted  in  her  gentle  una- 
dorned language,  which  powerfully  Ihewed 
, how  firong  the  firfl;  imprefiions  of  nature 
are,  and  that  even  in  the  deferts  of  Africa 
there  is  no  happinefs  without  an  alloy. 

I ordered  a Iheep  to  be  killed,  and  a good 
• quantity  of  the  Hippopotamus  to  be 
drelTed,  to  regale  our  vifitors,  who  gave 
into  the  excefs  of  gaiety;  every  one  danced, 
my  Hottentots  not  to  be  out-done  in  gal- 
lantry, entertained  them  with  mufic,  found- 
ing the  Goura,  the  Joum-youm,  and  the 
Raipouquin,  nor  was  the  Jews -Harp  for- 
gotten ; this  new  inûrument  delighted  our 
vifitors.  Narina,  who  thought  (like  all 
other  pretty  women)  that  fiie  was  capable 
of  every  thing,  tried  to  play  ; to  carry  the  « 

likenefs 


430  TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA.  * 

likenefs  ftill  farther,  was  foon  tired  of  her 
JelTon,  and  threw  the  inftrument  from  her, 
calling  it  deteftable. 

The  day  paffed  in  mirth  and  feafting  ; 
my  men  fhared  their  brandy  (befides  what 
I had  given  myfelf)  among  our  vifitors.  I 
faw  with  pleafure  that  Narina  could  not 
drink  -,  her  fobriety  delighted  me — I deteft 
liquors  myfelf,  and  am  amazed  how  wo- 
men (particularly)  can  accuftom  them- 
felves  to  the  mofl;  difgulling  of  all  poifohs. 

I reminded  my  people  early  of  gathering 
wood  for  fires,  which  was  foon  performed; 

V 

the  Gonaquais  were  of  the  party,  and  am- 
ply provided  for  their  own  ufe.  I per- 
mitted them  to  remain  all  night,  afligning 
them  a fpot  at  fome  diftance  from  the  camp. 
Night  approaching  our  fires  were  kindled, 
and  I regaled  my  people  with  tea  and 
coffee.  Narina  liked  tea,  but  the  colour  of 
coffee  dilgufled  her  ; I covered  her  eyes 

therefore 
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therefore  with  my  hand,  and  got  her  to 
drink  half  a dilh  ; (he  thought  it  good,  but 
flill  preferred  tea,  drinking  a great  quan- 
tity which  much  amazed  me,  for  notwith- 
ftanding  her  affertion,  that  file  liked  it,  Ihe 
feemed  to  drink  the  tea  in  hafte,  in  order 
to  reach  the  fugar  at  the  bottom. 

After  this  frugal  meal  they  returned  to 
dancing  ’till  midnight,  when  fatigue  obliged 
them  to  retire  to  reft. 

- I 

1 had  for  fome  time  flept  in  my  waggon 
to  avoid  the  night-dews,  I tl>erefore  ac- 
commodated the  Gonaquai  chief  with  my 
tent.  The  reader  no  doubt  fuppofes  that 
Narina  was  not  among  thofe  who  were 
excluded  my  camp.  She  had  no  idea  of 
quitting  her  friend,  ’till  I pointed  out  her 
mother  and  companions  who  were  about 
to  depart,  when  I received  the  adieu  of  - 
the  gentle  Narina. 


I 


432  TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA, 

9 

I fent  two  of  my  people  armed  to  pafs 
the  night  with  the  Gonaquais,  and  defend 
them,  Ihould  any  carnivorous  beafls  ap- 
proach ; when  they  were  departed  - 1 or- 
dered the  reft  of  my  people  to  reft. 

I could  not  fleep  myfelf,  all  that  had 
paffed  fince  the  arrival  of  the  Gonaquais 
-was  painted  on  my  imagination  in  new  and 
pleafing  colours;  the  manners  of  thefe  peo- 
ple were  fo  pure,  ftmple  and  interefting, 
and  fo  different  from  the  account  given 
by  fome  romantic  travellers.  My  conver- 
fation  with  Haabas  and  Narina,  particu- 
larly pleafed  me,  and  made  me  think  the 
time  mis-fpent  in  tjieir  abfence,  and  the 
hours  too  rapid  in  their  company. 

In  the  morning  I vifited  thecamppf  the 
Gonaquais,  it  was  juft  day  break,  they  all 
f ept  profoundly,  rolled^  up  in  their  Krofes, 
(thefe  are  cloaks,  made  of  the  fkins  of  dif- 
ferent animals,  and  ferve  for  a covering 

both 
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both  day  and  night)  Narina  was  with  her 
nlother,  on  a mat  I had  given  them  ; the 
leven  other  women  were  huddled  together, 
and  formed  a laughable  group;  neither 
heads  or  feet  were  to  be  feen,  but  entirely 
concealed  under  their  coverings.  I bid 
them  good  morrow  by  firing  my  piece  ; on 
the  inftant  their  heads  popped  up,  and  ex- 
hibited the  moll  comical  pidture  imagin- 
able ; notwithfianding  this  noife  fome  did 
not  awake,  which  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  as  the  fleep  of  the  Hottentots  is  almofi; 
lethargici  I gave  them  time  to  recover 
their  furprife,  wifliing  to  fiioot  fome  game 
before  the  heat  of  the  day.’ 

I returned  about  ten  o’clock  with  fome 
birds,  and  among  others  a Gobe  Mouch, 
(Fly  Catcher.)  This  charming  bird  is  of 
a fine  red,  with  a long  tail,  its  head  orna- 
mented w ith  a beautiful  tuft  of  the  fame 
colour  with  the  body,  but  brighter  ; the 
long  feathers  in  the  tail  gave  it  an  air  of 
VOL.  I.  F f dignity; 
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dignity  ; this  the  female  of  the  fame  fpc- 
cies  does  not  poffefs,  nor  does  the  male 
bird  keep  this  diflindtion  longer  than  pair- 
ing time,  which  lafts  about  three  months, 
foon  after  which  thefe  two  feathers  drop, 
nothing  then  diflinguiihes  it  from  the  hen, 
but  the  darker  fhades  of  its  plumiage. 

This  bird  mufl;  not  be  miftaken  for  one 
of  the  fame  fpecies,  defcribed  by  BufFon, 
and  BrilTon,  by  the  name  of  the  tufted  or 
long-tailed  fly-catcher  of  the  Cape  ; for 
this  bird  is  not  found  there.  That  belongs 
to  the  Indies,  and  particularly  to  the  Ifle 
of  Ceylon,  and  is  very  different  from  mine; 
the  charadlers  that  particularly  difliinguifli  ^ 
them  will  be  given  in  my  Ornithology,  and 
I can  only  fay  before  hand,  that  the  birds 
defcribed  by  that  name,  one  of  which  is 
near  white,  the  other  red,  and  which  are 
given  as  different  fpecies,  are  abfolutely  the 
fame,  and  that  the  variety  of  colours  arife 
from  the  difterence  of  the  feafons,  which 
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any  one  may  be  convinced  of,  by  examin- 
ing one  I 'have  in  my  cabinet,  who  is  im- 
mediately between  the  two  liâtes,  and 
Ihews  clearly  the  progreffion  from  white  to 
red. 

That  I had  juft  fhot  never  experiences 
that  change,  which  is  enough  to  diftin- 
guifti  and  rank  it  in  a different  clafs. 

After  carrying  home  my  birds,  I return- 
ed to  the  fettlement  of  my  vifitors  ; the 
men  only  were  there,  the  women,  I was  in- 
formed, were  gone  to  bathe.  Curious  to  ’ 
fee  this  ceremony,  I went  to  the  river  ; 
their  voices  and  laughter  foon  led  me  tg 
the  fpot  ; I glided  between  the  trees,  and 
arrived  on  the  banks  without  being  feen. 
They  .were  all  fwimming,  playing  and 
diving  with  admirable  dexterity. 

After  having  for  fome  time  obferved  the 
fwimmers,  I fired  my  gun,  and  prefented 

F f 2 myfelf 
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myfelf  before  thiin  ^ they  inftantly  plun- 
ged into  the  water,  /hewing  only  the  tip 
of  their  nofes.  I feated  myfelf  on  their 
habiliments,  which  were  put  together  in 
a heap,  tantalizing  them,  by  holding  thefe 
up,  and  inviting  them  to  corne  and  drefs 
themfelves.  The  mother  of  Narina  laugh- 
ed at  the  diftrefs  of  her  companions  very 
heartily  ; fhe  had  quitted  the  water  before 
my  arrival,  and  was  feated  under  a tree, 
waiting  for  the  fed:. 

For  a long  time  they  intreated  me  to  go, 
but  I was  deaf  to  their  folicitation.  At 
length  they  thought  of  a fcheme,  which 
was  executed  with  a fkill  that  aftoniilied 
me.  They  knew  of  my  partiality  for  Na- 
rina  5 her  mother,  therefore,  threw  her 
kros  and  apron  to  her,  and  die  drefled  her- 
felf  in  the  water  ; then  coming  to  me,  with 
an  air  of  fupplicating  tendernefs,  entreated 
me  to  retire,  and  give  her  companions 
time  to  drefs,  I pretended  unwillingnefs, 

but 
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but  taking  my  hand,  fhe  hacceeded,  by 
half  forcing  me  out  of  fight  ; at  the  fame 
time  calling  to  her  friends  to  make  hafte 
and  drefs. 

‘ We  then  continued  our  way  to. the 
tent,  Narina  playing  with  me  by  the  way, 
with  as  much  freedom  as  if  I had  been  her 
brother,  or  one  of  her  companions  ; fome- 
times  running  and  leaping  over  bufhes, 
brooks  and  pits,  that  intercepted  her  paf- 
fage.  Being  young  and  inured  to  fatigue,  I 
might  have  fet  our  European  Herculefes  at 
defiance  j but  whether  the  remains  of  gal- 
lantry made  me  exert  but  half  my  ftrength 
in  oppofition  to  Narina,  or  that  flie  had 
greater  Ikill  and  agility,  I cannot  tell, 
but  I was  generally  obliged  to  yield  her 
the  palm  of  victory.  Sometime2,  getting  a 
‘ little  forward,  fhe  would  challenge  me 
to  race  with  her,  then  darting  along  with 
amazing  fwiftnefs,  fhe  would  bound  over 
the  paths,  and  gaining  the  difterent  turnings 
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of  the  wood,  meet  and  furprife  me  in  the 
paffage. 

The  different  birds  that  were  dying 
about  in  the_  foreft,  obliged  me  often  to 
ufe  my  gun  -,  it  was  the  only  method  I had 
to  reftrain  the  wildnefs  of  my  young  fa-^ 
vage  ; nothing  could  equal  the  pleafurc 
Ihe  took  in  feeing  me  fire. 

In  our  way  I fliot  twenty  birds,  and  as 
I had  no  dog  with  me,  Narina  picked  up 
the  game.  I had  loft  fight  of  my  camp  ; 
the  mirth  and  playfulnefs  of  my  young 
companion  having  led  me  further  than  I 
intended  : She  concluded,  however,  with 

a retaliation  for  the  trick  I had  ferved  her- 
felf  and  companions,  on  the  banks  of  the 
G root -Vis. 

In  our  walk  we  had  again  met  with 
that  river  5 a heron  which  I fhot  fell 
in  the  water,  and  was  carried  by  the  cur- 
rent 
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rent  into  the  middle  of  the  ftream;  I diould 
have  been  particularly  forry  to  have  loft 
it,  having  before  taken  great  pains  to  pro- 
cure one,  which  was  fpoiled  by  the  negli- 
gence of  my  people. 

. I was  for  immediately  plunging  into  the 
river,  but  was  very  much  incommoded  by 
,the^  reeds  and  grafs  which  grew  on  the 
banks  ; Narina,  who  faw  my  embarralT- 
ment,  and*  how  aukwardly  I attcmped  to 
gain  my  bird,  rulhed  into  the  river,  and 
foon  recovered  the  whhed-for  prize.  I 
ftood  on  the  bank,  earneftly  inviting  her 
to  fhore  ; but  with  a playful  archnefs,  Ihe 
turned  a deaf  ear  to  all  my  entreaties, 
holding  up  the  bird,  and  beckoning  me 
to  fetch  it.  To  provoke  me  the  more, 
fhe  fwam  over  to  the  oppofite  fide,  from 
whence  (he  made  game  of  my  cowardice. 
I have  before  obferved  I could  not  fwim. 


When 
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When  I found  I could  not  obtain  the 
bird,  I feated  myfelf  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  waited  patiently  for  her  return  ; 
pn  {perceiving  this,  fhe  fwain  back,  diving 
by  the  way  as  ihe  croiTed.  I prefen  ted 
my  piece  in  jeft,  which  did  not  in  the  lead: 
alarm  her' ; Ihe  only  the  more  obftinately 

refufed  me  the  heron. We  now  took 

the  direct  road  to  the  camp. 

The  female  Gonaquais,  whom  we  had 
left  on  the  borders  of  the  river,  foon  joined 
us  ; a bafhful  Ihame  was  marked  on  their 
features,  and  gave  me  caufe  to  blufli  for 
having  fported  with  thek  delicacy. 

I gave  my  favages  their  breakfafts,  my 
diffedling  table  was  already  fet  out,  this 
was  ufed  for  no  other  purpofe,  and  with 
two  chairs  formed  the  whole  furniture  of 
my  tent.  I now  began  preparing  my 
birds.  This  was  an  operation  they  knew 
-nothing  of,  and  at  which  they  feemed  fur- 

prifed. 
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prlfed,  nor  could'  they  conceive  why  I firfl 
killed  the  birds,  and  then  endeavoured  to 
reftore  them  to  their  natural  forms.  I 
did  not  lofe  time  in  explaining  to  them 
the  nature  and  value  of  the  cabinets  col- 
lected by  the  curious  ; all  this  would  have 
appeared  too  myfterious.  But  they  would 
have  been  yet  more  aftonidied  had  I told 
them,  that  my  travelling  fo  far  was  prin- 
cipally for  that-  purpofe, 

Narina  once  alked  me  if  there  were  no 
birds  in  my  country  ; it  would  have  been 
vain  to  have  entered  into  long  dillertations 
on  a fubjeCl  that  would  not  have  been  un- 
derftood  ; befides,  I was  at  that  time  bu- 
lled in  preparing  a king-fillier,  which  I 
prefented  to  my  lively  favage. 

Haabas  intreated  me  to  place  my  camp 
near  his  Hoord,  where  I Ihould  find  great 
variety  of  birds.  He  made  me  under- 
ftand,  that  the  diftance  was  about  two 

G g leagues  5 


442 


TRAVELS  IN  AFRICA. 


leagues  ; and  I promifed  to  vifit  him  in  a 
few  days. 

They  were  now  preparing  to  depart  ; 
I made  them  all  dine  with  me;  after  which 
I gave  Haabas  a fmall  quantity  of  tobacco, 
wjjich  rhuch  pleafed  him.  Narina  pro- 
mifed to  bring  me  fome  milk,  and  to  con- 
du(ft  her  lifter  to  the  camp.  At  length, 
thoroughly  fatisfied  with  each  other,  and 
' with  often  repeated  adieus,  the  good  peo- 
ple quitted  me , I caufed  them  to  be  ac- 
comparjicd  by  one  of  my  people,  whom  I 
charged  to  learn  the  road,  and  to^ake 
fome  exchanges  for  Iheep.  ' , 
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